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NYB/11YHA ENIEKTPOHHA BIB/TIOTEKA
YKPATHCBKO! XY0KHbOI JITEPATYPU

KoHOTOMNCbKa BigbMa
KBiTka-OCHOB ssAHEHKO Mpuropin ®enoposuny

CMyTHWUI | HeBecenui cnais cobi Ha naBLUi, Y HOBIW CBIT/IMLI, LLO BiAropoamns Bif NPOTUBHOI XaTw,
KOHOTOMCbKWIN NaH COTHUK MukunTta Ynacosmy 3abpboxa. Xo4 napeHb cobi i yenypHum 6yB, a TyT iy
HeZlineHbKy CBATY He HpaB 6inoi COpoyky, Ta 1 — NpoLLanTe y CiM CNIOBI — KUTAEBUX CUHIX LUTAHIB Ha
Hi4Y He 3HiMaB, Tak, CepAeka, y HMUX i HoYyBaB, paf-pag, Wo 3a NiBHiY A4ONXaBCcsd AOAOMY; @ TaM 4K
3aCHYB, Y Hi, BXe N0ro, Wwe CoHue He cxoanso, 36yamnu. 3apa3 CXonuBCb, BUMO3iXaBCs, BUYYXaBCH,
NOMOJIMBCb 60Ty, HIOXHYB pa3iB TPUYi KPiNKOi pOMEHCbLKOI kabakn, NpocayxaBs, WO NOMY YuTanun, AaB
NOPAAOK i, 30CTaBLUMNCb CaM Y CBITAULI, CiB Ha NaBLi: ros0Ba NOMy He4vyecaHa, 4yb He nigroneHun,
NMnMKa HEBMWTA, OYi 3aCnaHi, yCu po3KyAOBYEHI, COPOYKa PO3XPUCTaHa; Kpai NOro Ha CTONI toNbKa i
raMaHelb, Kanamap, rpebiHeLb i MOBHa KapBaTKa L TOPILHbOI AYNiBKM, WO Le 3Be4opa HaTo4ua
nomy Ma3bKa y NASALWKY, a BiH, XO4 i HACUMaB y KapBaTKy, Wob To, 3HaETe, 3 Xypbu BUNNTHK, Ta AK
3a)KypPUBCb 3HOBA, Ta 1 3abyB, TaK i Nir Ta N 3aCHyB; Ta N Tenep, yCTaBLUW, HE AYXXe Ha TY0 AYNiBKY
KBanuBecs, 60 Wwe HoBe NIMXO0 30BCiM MO0 CKPYTUNO, i BiH i cam cebe 3 Xypbu He TAMKB.

fIke XX TO TaM oMY INXO 3iKNanocs 1 Bif 4oro Taka xypba rnoro y3ana? Ane! TpuBanTe nULLIEHb, 5
BaM yCe pO3KaXXy: i BiAKiNg BiH Tak Mi3HO Npwuixa., i 3a41MM He ganun nomy nobpe n sucnatucb. Ocb
KeTe nmweHb Kabakuy, B KOro MilHilwa, Ta 1 cnyxanTte.

MaH coTHUK Ynacosny ByB 4eCHOro i BaXXHOro pofy. Taky XTO CKiflbKW He 3a3Ha, TO COTEHHOI
CTapLwmHoto yce 6ynn 3abpboxu; a gign i npagian Mukntosi yce 6ynm y CniaBHOMY COTEHHOMY
MiCTe4KoBi KOHOTOMNiI COTHMKaMW; Tak Bif OTUA A0 CMHA TaK COTEHCTBO i nepexoanno. OT AK i cTapui
Ynac 3abpboxa, TakM COTHUK KOHOTOMCbKMI, K MOMEP... | L0 TO »XaJIKyBano 3a HMM Ko3auTso! Ta
Taku i yci nogw, i ctape, i Mane, yci nnakanun. A sk XxoBanu, Tak TPYHY MOro HeC/m Yepes yce ceno Ha
pyKax, MOB AiTCbKOro 6aTbka, Ta 6ina uepkemn n noxosanau i obpe Ha ycix obigax nom’sHyn. Ak xe
BiANWAN COPOYMHK | rpoMaa 3ibpanacs Ha nopagy, KOro HA4MHUTUM COTHUKOM, TO YCi yB OAMH ronoc i
rykHynu: "A KoMy X byab? Ynacosumdy, 3a6pbOLLEHKY; AKOFO HaM Jly440ro cekatu?" OTTak-To #
HaCTaHOBMWIN NOro COTHUKOM, i CTaB BiH i3 3abpboLleHka BXe 1 caM 3abpboxa.

OT BiH, NnoxoBaBLLK 6aTbKa, CIOAN-TYAN OrNeAiBCb, aX BXXe NOMY rofiB ABagUATb N'ATb; Hirge
LiTnCb, Tpeba xeHnTucs, Tpeba AiBkKn cbkaTw... baTbko-60 noro, ctapui Ynac, 6ys cobi CKyrneHbKun,
i Konm, 6yno, MuknTa, K 03bMe Oro 3a cepue, CTaHe 6aTbkKa NpoxaTu, Wob Noro 0XXeHms, TO
CTapui HaCcynuTb BPOBK, 3UPHE Ha HBOIO CTOPY Ta CKaxke: "Hexal nvweHb BUSCHUTLCS, 6ay,
HaxMapuio. AKnii Tenep CAKUN-TakMN CUH XXeHNTbCA? bay, xNnib gopornin, No N'aTN anTWUH MILOK, Ta
M TiCHO Ham bypae, K Tobi XiHKY 03bMeMO: TiflbKW i €, L0 XaTa 3 KiIMHaTOI0, Ta Yepe3 CiHW NpoTUBHA
XaTa, Ta W rofi; Ae MeHi BaC MiCTUTK 3 AiTBOPOIO, LLO BXE 3Halo, L0 Tak i obcmnne. Hexan nuweHb
onicna nogymaemo". To, 6yno, MmknTa novyxaerbcs Ta 3 TUM 061M3HeEM i nige. Ternep xe, K CTapun
BMep, NOMY CBOS BOJIA. 3apa3 Y35BLUM MPOTUBHY XaTy, Neperopoamns, OT NOMY € N CBITANLSA, €
npocTop. Oani cTaB AiBKW CbKaTW i CiB AyMaTW. Bxxe Ha fKy-To BiH He aymaB? MNMepw 61 To Tak, Wo 1
Ae! 3apa3 Ha YepHIriBCbKy NPOTOMNONIBHY 3aKUHYB Ta N CaM 3JI9KaBCb Bif HEPOBHI: 0OAHOI 04eXi Ha
[lBa BO3a He BbepelLl, a HAMUCTA, KaXyTb, MipkaMun 6aTbKO BiACUME; Ta TaKM N HIYOro: TaM i
borocnosu inn neveHi rapdbysu, Tak HawoMy BpaTUMKY HIYOro Tyam KBAanUTUCb. OT BiH i CNYCTUBCh
HX4e, nepebupas-nepebupas, AymMaB-AyMaB... Aai 9K CNJeCHe y AOJOWKM, SK 3arOMOHUTbL CaM
cobi y xaTi: "Otce Tak! OTce mosa! Xnonye! Cignan mepuin koHa!" Yun 3ibpaBCb, Y Hi, MepLLi HaLu



YNacoBuWY CiB Ha KOHS... | IK 3aTyNOTIB, TaK TiJIbKM LLLO OKOM NOro 3a3fpuLL.

Kyau X To BiH Tak noTsAr npyako? Ere! Konncb-To, fecb-To Ha ApMapky 6a4vmB BiH XOPYHXiBHY
OneHy, oT wo Ha Cyxin banui xyTip, Nnpo3nBaeTbca be3sepxuit. BiH, AMBASYNCH TOrgi, AyXe
[IMBYBaBCH, WO AiBYMHA N MOJIOLEHbKA, a Kynye bopoluHa baralubKo; a K CTaB po3nuTyBaTu N04eN,
Tak NOMY 11 po3Ka3anu, WO y Hei HeMa Hi 6aTbKa, Hi MaTepi, a TiNbKK camuin 6paT; WO BOHa Xa3ska
HeBCUNYyLLA, CamMa 1 OKOJIO KOPOB, CaMa 1 y MoJii Npy Kocapsax i MNPy XeHUsx, a 3MMOI0 Y BUHHMLI caMa
pornapa i ce 60pOLIHO OKYMNY€E Ha BUHHULIO. BpaT ii, XOPYHXXEHKO, X04 NapeHb i MONOANN, Ta HE Xo4e
XKEHUTUCb, @ fiymMa Y YeHLUi, 60 ak 6yB HeflyX, Tak obiwasck: "Konn, — Kaxe, — BUAY»xato, To nigy y
YyeHui, Biagaswm cectpy 3amix". OT i Buay»xas, i goxunaa gobporo 4onosika, Lwob nomy i
rocnofapcTBo, i CeCTPY BigAaTH, i BXXE Hi 40 4Oro NoMy Aina HeMa, yce TiIbKN KHVXKKK Y1Ta, a
OnieHa 3a HbOro YCloam Mo rocnogapcTBy NMOBOPOYYETHLCS.

OT Tyan-TO NOTAr Hal NaH COTHMK 3abpboxa. He B34B Xe Noro n 4opT Ha Burafgku! Yye Kiwka, ge
Casio NeXUTb: O4HO Te, Lo AiBKa 340pOBa, MooAa, ornsaaHa, YopHobprea, MOBHOBMAA, a XyAobu-
Xynobun — Tak baTeyku! CBint XyTip, NiCOK, BUHHNYKA, MJIMHOK, BiTPAYOK, @ CKOTUHMN Ta OBEYOK — TakK
Hivoro 1 ka3aTul | yce To in ooCTaHeTbCS. 3aTUM-TO TaK Halw YnacoBuy i nocniwa, Wwo N KOHEBI He
[acCTb 3AUXHYTW, | cam, He 0bigaBLun, TPMAUATb CEMUCOTHUX BEPCT, illle 3 FTOHOM, He CMOYMBatoYK,
nepeixas, i gk nobir oo Toro bessepxoro xyTopa 1 yCTaB 3 KOHSA Bing XOpyHXEHKOBOI XaTW, TaK TakK i
XUTAETbCA, MOB M'SAHUI, @ A XX KaxXy, WO BiH i He 0bigas Hirge.

M034,0pPOBKaBLUNCH 3 MAHOM XOPYHXXEHKOM i MoCifaBLUmM Y XaTi, OT HaLli i pO3roBOPWSIMCb MPOMEX
cebe i Nnpu3HanUCh, WO LWe 1 baTbKy ix NpoMex cebe apyxunau, To i im Tpeba He LypaTUCb 0auNH
o4Horo. lani XopyH»XeHKO N1MTaB NaHa COTHMKA, WO Kyau noro 6or Hece i 3a41Mm? 3apa3 Haw
Ynacosud i ctaB bpexaTu, 60 cTapi Moamn KaxKyTb: TiJIbKM LLO Lie 3a4YMa€EL CBAaTaTUCh, TO i CTaHeL
3apa3 bpexaTw, i wo 6e3 bpexHi Hi XoaeH 4010BiK He cBaTaBcA. OTXKe X TO COTHUK i.Kaxe, Lo
byuimTo nomy Tpeba bpary ons BoNiB HAMHATY Ha 3UMY (a Le e Ta 1 31uMa? iwe TiJIbKK neTpiBka
Oe), Tak BiH MOYyB, L0 Y MaHa XOPYHXeHKa y BMHHMLI 6apaa aobpa i nobpe CKOTUHM OOrns4atoTh,
NPUiXaB HANHATN | CTOPXKUTWUCB.

— He 3Hat0 8 CbOro fifla i Hi B BiLLLO HE MiLLAKOCh; NPO Te CecTpa 3Ha, — CKa3as MOMY Ha OABIT NaH
XOPYHXXEHKO.

— A ne x WocunosHa Onena? Moxe 6, 6yBa, ii NOKANKATLN, TO MU 3 HelO | CKIHYaEMO AiNo, — Ka3as
3abpboxa.

— Ane! CecTpa y noni; noixaam TaM TPOLLKKU NPOCLA NOCiATK, Tak BOHa gornsaga, 6o Bxe 6e3 Hei
HIXTO HI4YOro He TAMUTL 3pobuTn. A BK, YNacoBuy, He CKyyYanTe; BOHa HaaBeuip i byne. Moku BoHa
BEPHETbCSA — AiBKO! @ BTOUM LW CANB AHKKU! — TO MW NO KYXJIMYKY, NO APYroMy BUMN'EMO. Ta BXe BU
y Hac, NaHe COTHUKY, i 3aH04y€eTe, 60 BXXe He paHO, — CKa3aB XOPYHXXEHKO.

— MaHcbka Bona! — oABIT gaB MnkMTa — i pageceHbkumm cobi.

OT K BULIAWAN BOHWU CaMOTYXXKMN M1eK CANB'AHKW, a fai | TEPHIBKW NOKYLUTYBaIN Y41 TPOXU,
npubirna n Hawa OneHa 3 Nons. baynTb, WO YY>XXUIN YOOBIK, 3apa3 MOTHY/1acCb, 3Befiifa i3 CTaBka
NOTArTW Kapacis i 3arafana Beyeplo BipuTU; Cloan-TyauM LWaTHYNach i yBeCb NOPALOK Aana, Wo i Ha
3aBTpa pobuTuy, i KOMY, Kyau i 3a41M ixaTw, a fani ogarnace Taky Jlo6eHbKO, SIK 3BU4aNHO MaHHOML
Ta We N XOPYHXXIBHI: 0 CTapeHbKOI N1axTy Ta noYenuna NIOCTPUHOBY 3anacky, oasaria ToxX
LLIOBKOBY IOMKY, Ta Ha LK AyKaT Ha BapxaTui, Ta YepBOHi YepeBUYKYM Y3y, a Ha roJIoBY XOPOLLY
CTPiY4KY NoKNana, Ta  BUULLSIA | NOKJIOHWIACh MNaHy YNacoBUYY HU3EHbLKO.

Haw 3abpboxa sk nobaymB Taky MaHHOYKY, LLO He Ti/IbKK WO 3poay He 6a4yMB Takoi, Ta BOHa NOMY i



He CHWMaCb Taka, Ta a)k 3a4puXaB i He TAMUTb BXXe, L0 NOMY 1 Ka3aTu, Ta BXXe XOPYHXKEHKO
HarajaB Ta N Kaxe:

— OTXe, NaHe COTHUKY, BaM i Xa3snkKa: panbTeEChb i3 Helo, BOHa BCbOMY Io0Ji0Ba.

Tak wo X 60 Haw Ynacosuy? Hi napw 3 ycT. ani NpUNHABCS, MHABKaB-MHABKaB, Ta 1 Ha4YHe Npo
BOJIM, a KiH4Ya npo ronybu, nyma ob bapai, a ckaxke 06 TepHiBLi, Ta K 3aMOBK, Ta 1 3aMOBK, Ta 3HaWl
C/IMHKY KOBTa, ANBASYUCH Ha TaKy Kpasio.

OneHa cobi piska 6orka byna. Xo4 naH COTHUK i ClOAM | TYAM 3arMHaB, a BOHa MOro 3apas po3vyxana,
L0 BiH TakKe € i 3a4MM NpuixaB, Ta BXe N Kaxxe NoMy, i roBopuTh: ."[obpe X, NnaHN4YeHbKY;
LOMUBaNTE X Ha 3J0POB’'A TEPHIBOYKY, Ta NMOBEYEPSAETE, Ta NKeTe CcnaTh, a 3aBTpa — AacTb 6or
CBIT, 4aCTb i COBIT, TO N NopaguMoCh, Wwo Tpeba pobutn". "

3abpboxa, NOYYBLUW CEE, Ta a)K CaM He CTAMUBCA Bif paaowis; aAyma: "OT 4ino i 30BCiM, 3aBTpa
TiNbKW pyWHMKK 6paTn". Ta 3a KYXAKK, Ta AaBal 3HOB CMOKTATW 3 MAaHOM XOPYH)KEHKOM, L0 Y YeHLUi
306MpaETbCS, a TakM CbOro AiNa HE KMOAETLCA i We i gyxe nonobns.

OneHa TaKM 4YaCTeHbKO A0 NaHWYiB yBiX0AWNa, Tak ByuiM 3a SKUM Ainom, a Tinbky Wwob GinbLu
po3rnaaiTv MnkuTy Ynacosuya, LLO BOHO €; TO K YBinAe Ta NoBeAe O4MNLSAMY, WO AK TEPH-ArigKK, Ha
naHa COTHWKA, TO B HbOIO S13MK CTaHe MOB MOBCTSAHWN, i HE MOBEPHE NOro, a cam ax< nana.
MonaroAmBLUM Be4epto, BOHA BXXe DisibLL i He BXxoAM1a: caMi NaHWYi nosevyepsnu, i, LOKIHYMBLUN ek
3 TEPHIBKOIO, NMaH XOPYHXEHKO XOTiB BXXe iTW CnaTu, axk 0Cb Haw 3abpboxa NomnasiMKaB, BUKALLJIABCS,
MoLIMOKaB, MOTEP yCM Ta  CTaB Ty paLelo Ka3aTw, WO NOMY OSK CKOMMOHYBAB BXXe AaBHEHbKO A
TaKoro cjy4ato; oT i Kaxe:

— Ocb nocnyxanTte, naHnvy Mocunosudy, Lo s BaM CKaXKy: HECOPO3MIPHO CyThb HON0BIHECTBY
€eanHonpebumBaHie i B AOMY, | B rocnoAapCTBi. BCSAKOE AMXaHi€ WaHYETLCA Y ABONCTBI: EANHO
40N0BIKOBI Ha NOTPeby — MOATW XOHY i iMiTK Yaga. | @3 HMXKANLWKNIA BO3UMIX Cit0 MUCTb |
HEYKPOTUMOE XXenaHi€. NnaMeHb M'e paXkaAMXaeTb | He OTigy, LOHLAEXEe He COBOKYMNOCS 3
ninoobpasHoto, npesenebHiwoto KaT... — Ta 1 3amMoBK. Ce TO NOMy ASKK Take CNucas, 5K BiH 6yno
AYyMaB 3anMUATUCS A0 NpoTononiBHM 3 YepHiroea, i 3abpboxa A0YMTaB A0 CaMOro KiHUs Tak, 9k 6yno
TOr4i Hanam'sATb BUTBEPAUB, Ta AK 3rafas, WO XOPyHXiBHa He KaTepuHa, a OneHa, i He npesenebHa,
a TaK — NaHHOYKa, OT TOro-TO 1 3aMOBK, Ta Hi TyAun Hi cloan. XopyH>XeHKO 30BCiM Byno apiMaBs, a Ha
ClO paLito NPUCYyXaBCb-NPUCTYXaBCb Ta N Kaxe:

— LWo-60 BN, NaHe COTHUKY, oTce rosopuTe? LLIoCb 5 HiYOro He BTOponato. Yu He Nicna TEPHIBKK oTCe
BW Taki cTann?

30MXHYB YNacoBmy Ta 1 Kaxe:

— bopan noro nucana mopoka! Ce MeHi Take HanNUCaB Hall BOCKPECEHCbKUIN OfK...
— Ta L0 BOHO Take €? — cnuTas Mocunosuny. — Yu ce BipLua, 4u Lwo?

— Ane! 2 1 cam He 3Halo, WO BOHO i ANS 4oro, — Kaxke 3abpboxa.

— TaK Halo X BN MEeHi NPOTK HOYi Take roBopuTe? MeHe BXe 3-3a nneven bepe.
— Ta a6 i He roBopwB, Tak MMX0 Npunano!

— Ta sike Tam inxo? KaxiTb WBuALLe, cnaTu Xouy.



— Ane! KoMy cnaTu, a KOMy 1 Hi! — cKa3aB YNnacoBuy Ta, 3UXHYBLUW BaXXKO, MOKJIOHMBCh
XOPYHXXEHKY HU3eCeHbKO Ta i Kaxe: — BigganTe 3a meHe OneHy, cecTpuuio Bawy!

— No! — cka3aB XOPYHXXEHKO, 3ayMaBChb, CTaB YyxaTu NOTUANLIO, | MAeNi, | CNnHyY, a fani Kaxe: —
Mobayy, Wo cecTpa CKaxe, Hexaln 40 3aBTPbOro, NranTe nuWeHb cnaTh, — Ta W NiWOB BiJ HbOrO.

Jlir Haw 3abpboxa cnaTu, Tak NOMY | He CNNTLCA: XAe CBiTY, He AiXae, Wob WwemnaLle nomy novyTu,
o ckaxe OneHa... Hy, cak-Tak LOXAanUCh CBiTY, NOBCTaBa M NaHWYi i N03ixo4uance. 3apas naH
Ynacosuy i nuTa:

— A LLO X BU MeHi, NaHn4y, cKaxxeTe? Yu Hawa piyv Ao gina, To 1 6 nobir mepwin Ta 3 cTapocTamu i
SBMBCb CIOAM 3aKOH CNoJIHUTKM. KaxiTb-60!

ConunTb HaLl XOPYHXXEHKO i HIYOro NOMY He CKa3aB, TiJIbKN NYKHYB Y KiMHaTy: "AHy, cecTpo! fan Ham
NOCHIaaTK, Wo Tn Tam npuabana".

BBinwna 3 KiMHaTU HaHbMWYKa, MOKJOHWAACh Ta U NOCTaBWAa Ha CTOJ Nepen NaHOM YlaCoOBMYEM Ha
CKOBOPOMi... nevyeHunn rapbys!.. Ak po3rnaais Haw 3abpboxa Taky NUHXBY* (*KaBep3y.), 9K CKOYUTb
i3-3a CTONA, AK BUBIXNTb 3 XaTu! AX TyT BaTpak BXe N AePXXUTb NOro KOHS, i BXKe 0CiANaHoro: BiH
MepLLin Ha KOHS Ta HaBTika4a nobins xaT; Ti/IbKK N YyE, WO NOAN 3 HbOr0 PeroyyThCs; NOMY Le i
6inblWw CTMAHO, We 1 Binbl KOHS noraHs, Ta SK BMbIr 3 xyTopa, po3rnsagis: Wo 3a Hepobpa matun?
Llocb TeninaeTbCa Ha Wi y KoHA! Konn X OUBUTLCA — BipbOBKA; NOTAMHYB TYHO BipbOBKY — ax i TyT
rapbys cupuin npuyenneHunin! KnHyB noro ax reTb, a CaM 3a Hararnky, 3Hall KOHS MaHs, 3Han NaHs...
OpOHo Te, LLO COPOM, a TYT | TaKol AiBKM »XaKo, Ta LWe X Hi iBwK, Hi nuswun! OT BXXe Haw Ynacosmy i
ponomy 3 rapbysom Tak i 6ixxnTb, 9K 6ir 4o AiBKK, AyMINIOYN PYLUHUKK BpaTun. | camoMy nunxo, i KiHb
MOPEHWI; Tak HaCUJly-Hacuay AONXaBCb AOAOMY @)k OMiBHOYI | — K A pO3Ka3yBaB — MePLLi fir
cnaTu.

CMYTHWI | HeBeCeNM CUAIB Yy CBITANLI Ha NaBLi KOHOTOMNCbKWI NaH COTHUK, MukuTa Ynacosuy
3abpboxa, a 06 4im BiH CymMyBaB, MU BXe 3HAEMO... Ere! Ta He 30BcCiM: xiba 4M He facTb HaM TOBKY
0TCen, WO Ni3e y CBITAULI0 A0 NaHa COTHMKA? A XTO X To ni3e? LLlo X ce BiH Tak TaM MOpAYEeTbCA? To
NiITKHeTbCA y [iBepi, Ta  Ha3ag Hawi. OTTa XBOPOCTUHA, LLO HecCe y pyKax, Ta Noro CrvHA: Koau
LepXunTb il nonepen cebe, TO TiNbKK LLIO HIC y ABEPi TKHE, a BXXe XBOPOCTUHa i obinepnacb 06 yron;
KOMW X ii BONoYe 3a 06010, TO 30BCiM yBil[e B CBIT/INLIO, @ BOHA 3@ HUM BOJIOYUTLCS i Yinas noro, sk
Ta CBap/IMBa XiHKa 3a N'AHULEIO-MYXMNKOM; YMONEPEK XKe i HEe KaXW il BCYHYTU Yy CBiTAMULIO, 60 Kpinko
pnosra byna. Jlize 1o He xT0, 5K [Mpokin Puroposuny MicTpaK, COTEHHUA KOHOTOMCbLKWI NUCap i WUpun
npuATENb NaHa COTHUKA KOHOTOMNCbKOro, MMKUTK YnacoBnya 3abpboxu, 60 BiH 6€3 HbOro Hi Yapku
FOPISIKK, Hi NOXKK BopLLy [0 poTa He NiiHece; a Bxe Ha nopafi, sk MicTpsak PUroposiny ckasas, Tak
BOHO TaK i €, Tak i byae, i BXe i o cTo 6ab He xoam, Tak HiXTO He nepemoxke. LLo X To BiH 3a
XBOPOCTUHY MNpe y CBITANLIO A0 NaHa COTHUKa? Ane! nyyye BCbOro nNocayxanmo, sk i 06 4iMm BoHu cobi
OyLyTb pO3MOBASATY, TO TOTAi yce 3HaTMMEMO. Ta LWe X i Te 3HanTe, Wwo naH MicTpsk cyTb nucap:
ABaHAOUATb rof YY4MBCS Y ASKa B LWKONI: Y rof4 BYNCTMB rpaMaTuKy, ABa FOAM BYMB YaCOBELb,
nis4yBapTa* (* Tpu 3 NONOBMHOIO.) roda CUAIB HaA NCaNTUPEM i 3 MOSIMTBaMU 30BCiM BUBYUB, Ta
nisn’ata* (* YoTupwy 3 N0NOBUHOI0.) roga BYMBCHA NUCATU, @ LiNICIHBKUIA rof BYMBCA Ha WOTaX; a
npoMeXx TUM, XOA4A4N Ha Kpunac, NOHAB rnacK, i EpMONONHI forMaTukK, i CKOBOPOAUHI XepyBUMCbKI,
TyOu X 3a ASKOM i Nigasymm okceneHTye* (* BTopye, niacnisye.) i NMaBna 4yTeHie, konn Hebaraubko
3aKNafoK, YTHE Ha BCIO LIePKBY FOJIOCHO; @ BXe Ha pidax Tak BOMKUR, WO K pO3roBopUTbhCS-
PO3roBOPUTBLCS, Ta YCe He MOMpocTy, yCe 3 NUCaHHS, Tak i Haw oTeub KOCTAHTUH, fapoM Lo A0



CMHTAKCMCY X0AMB, C/lyXa NOro, CNyxa, Ta 34BMIHE naevrMMa, Ta 1 Bifinae Big HbOro, Kaxkydu: "XTo
Tebe, YosioBive, 3Ha, Wo Tn Tam rosopuw!" OTTakn-To ByB y Hac y KoHoToni nucap, otcen MNpokin
PuropoBsud MMicTpsK; Ta AK CTaHe BiH 3 MaHOM COTHMKOM 3abpb0OX0t0 PO3MOBASATH, TaK BM TiNIbKK
CNyXalTe, a BXXe Y1 BTOPOMAETE L0, He 3Hato, 60 BiH Y HAaC YO/I0BIK 3 YY4EHOIO F010BOIO, FOBOPE TaKk,
WO i 3 AecATbMa NPOCTUMU FrOJI0BaMM HE PO3XKYELL.

OTXe-To, SiIK NaH COTHUK 6a4YnTb, WO NaH NUcap He BAi3e y NOro CBITAULIO 3a TO AOBro0
XBOPOCTMHOIO, Ta 1 NuTa:

— Ta Wwo To BW, NaHe Nncapto, SKoro YopTa A0 MeHe B CBIT/AMUIO npeTe?

— Ta ce, pobpogito, nenopt* (* PanopT.) 06 COTEHHIM HAPOAOYNCNEHIi, B HAIMYHOCTI NPEeACTOALWMX
Mo MaHOBEHIO BalloMy, Ta — 6oaal BiH COKPYLUMBCA B npax i nenen! — HEBMICTUM €CTb B YepTor
BaL. MopobaeTb abo cTiHy NpoTATK, abo cTento NigHATK, 60 He B3y A0 BalLOi BEbMOXHOCTI! —
cKa3aB [icTpsK Ta 1 nNo4aB 3HOBY BO3UTMCb 3 TOK XBOPOCTUHOLO.

— Lo »x TO 3a nenopT Takun JoBrnin? XBopoCcTnHa X Nomy, MmabyTb, 3aMiCTb XBOCTA, 4M LLO?

— XBOPOCTMHA Cisl, X04a ECTb | XBOPOCTMHA, HO OHAs HE CYTb Y>Ke& XBOPOCTMHA, NOHexe ybo CyTb Ha
Hi BMiCTUAMLE AYL KO3aLbKuX npexBabpoi coOTHi KOHOTOMNCLKOI, 3@ HEHAX0XXAEHIEM NNCAaTENbHOIr0
CyLLeCcTBa i TpeneTaHIieEM AeCHMUI | KynHo wynui. — OTTak Bigcmnas Haw MicTpsk.

— Ta KaxiTb MeHi nonpocTy, NaHe nucapto! O, BXXe MeHi Te MMCbMO OCTWJIO Ta OMOraHino, LWo HiYoro i
He BTOpONato, Lo BU KaxkeTe-rosopute. TyT i 6€3 Bac HyAbra y3aa, i neviHku 0o cepus, Tak i 4yto,
SK NiACTYNalTb, — CKa3aB MaH COTHUK Ta N CXWJIMBCb Ha PYKY, Ta TPOXW TakN 41 N He MyCTUB
CNi3040K Mapu-gpyroi.

— ['ope MeHi, NnaHe COTHUKY! — cka3aB liCTpSAK, — MUMOLLe Y0 CeaMULLIO TTYMISAXCA 3
MONIOANLAMY MO LWMHOYKAM 34ELHOI ManeCTUHN i, Be4epy CyLly MUHYB — Laro gHe, bux
HenoABVXEH, akn Knagaa, i HiM, akn pnba mopckas. | ce BHe3anHas BiCTb NOTPSACE MOK YHYTPEHHYIO
yTpoby, a naye i Nnaye, erga NPoOYTOX i ypasyMix NOBENi-HI€E MUNOCTUBOIO HavyanbCTBa 3bupaTuncs y
noxof axk fo YepHirosa. Cie, maHe COTHUKY, NUWYTb, Waaa AyLi Hawa, Aa He Korga cTpax i TpeneT
0bysA€eT HaMmM | M1 CKOPOHI Nagem Ha NoXi Hawa i yCHEM B CMepPTb; | TOr0 pagn CKPUTHOCTb
yMUCAnLWa, akm 6u y YepHiros, a xTo BicTb? Yn He ganbu iwe. O rope, rope! i naku peky: rope!

— O rope, rope Puroposuy!
— O rope, rope, Ynacosmy!

OTTakK-TO roptoBasmn NaH COTHMK 3 MaHOM MMcapem, Lo NPUCSIaHo iM nNpeanucaHie it B YepHiros 30
BCEo COTHel0 i 3ibpaTuck 30 BCiM NpMOOPOM i y3aTK NPOBNOHTY ANna cebe i KoHen Ha ABi Hefini. OT sK
rOpIOKTh NaH COTHUK Y CBIT/IMLI, @ MaH nucap 3a Noporom, aani cen i Buragas — 60 BXe Ha BUrafKu
3aB3ATuIN 6yB — Ta 1 Kaxe:

— CobnarosoniTe, NaHe COTHUKY, AATN MEHi NOBese-Hi€ 0 COKPYLUMTENbHOM NpeoMeHii Ciei
TPUKPATHO OMO-TaHIBLLOI XBOPOCTUHMU, S XXe HUHE CYyTb Yy pPaH3i ienopTa, 60 cami co3epuaEeTe SCHUMN,
X04a i He BMUTUMU, BalWMMK 04eCaMu, L0 HEYMICTM €CM 3 HEHO Y HYepTor Balll.

Mo4vyxaB ronoBy naH Ynacosu4, 4OBro AymaB, Aai N Kaxe:

— CebT10, N0-BaLOMy, MEPESIOMUTY XBOPOCTMHY; TakK TN-60 Kaxkelw, Lo Ce BXXe He XBOPOCTUHA, a
nenopT 06 Hawwin COTHI, Tak Wob YacoM He ByNno HaTPyCcKuM Big cTapwux; 60 i caM 340p0OB 3HAELL, LLO
MaH NONKOBMIA NCap WOCb A0 HAac AobunpaeThbCs i Tak i Niarnana, Wwob MoKpum psaaHOM Ha Hac



HanacTu.

— He y6oimc#, He ycTpaliMmca cynocTaTa 30 ycel noro spaxkaebHoto cnnoto. Cero paaun AOBRIETh
HaM NPOTMUB HbOrO BYTU MyOPUM i CiE NOCNIAHE peYeHHoe NpeanucaHie HeynyCTUTENbHO CONHUTN |
TOro A5 NoBen, BEJIbMOXHWI MaHe, fa COKPYyLLY Cito nanuuio. — Tak, MoKpy4YyBaBLUM YCU i OYi Y
CTenNo yTONUPMBLLW, Ka3aB NaH MMicTpak, a gani 6a4nTb, Wo naH MukmuTa Nomy Hi napm 3 ycT, 60 1
[0Ci We He BTOpOonas, WO TOWN NOMY Kaxe, Ta l CKPUKHYB: — Tak fnamMatun?

— Ta naman, naHe nucapto!

Xpycb! MaH nucap i nepenomMmns XBOPOCTUHY. "lepe-noMuLLacs, — Kaxke, — i Ce HUHI MOXY
BMICTUTUNCA B YepTor TBiN". — Ta, CeE KaXKy4u, i yni3 B CBITANLIO, | KNAHAETLCA NaHy COTHUKY, | Noadac
NOMY 3 OBOX PYK MO Lypnanky, i Kaxe:

— lMopo3BonbTe, NpUHbMITE!

— Ta Wo T MeHi 0TCe, NaHe nucapto, TUKAELW Y Bivi? Y IX BUUTPUKATM XO4YeLl, YN WOo? — NUTAETHLCA
Oro NaH COTHMK, NPUTYOYMNCb A0 CTiHW, a, 6osynck, Ayma: "Yun He NorHas PMroposuy Bn'aTb
xumep, K Byno nicns nepenoto Ha BeNNKOAHIX ceaTKax". — LLlo BOHO Take €7 Kaxu MeHi nonpocTy,
6e3 nucbmal

— Cie cyTb, MaHe COTHUKY, 3aMiCTb CMNCKa HaLLOl COTHI, — Ka)ke nucap, — Noro BXXe He BO3MOorax
CrncaTn 3a OPUXKAHIEM AECHWULI MOES, Bif rNyMEHIA MMAHCTBEHHOIO 3 BULEI3 ACHEHHUMMY
MOJIOANUSAMW, | TOFO pagm y35X XBOPOCTUHY | Ha Hill Ha3HaMeHaX KOEr0XKA0 KO3aKa, i Ce CyTb BipHOE
4YUCNO0: Y KOXKHOMY AeCATLi N0 AeCATb KO3aKiB, a YCiX TaKOBUX OECATKIB CyTb TakKoXe OeCATb,
CNigoBaTeNIbHO YCA COTHA, K ckno. CobnaroBonite, NnaHe COTHUKY, LLOT il YYUHUTb MO Cil
XBOPOCTUHI | IMLEM K NINLI0 CaMyto ECTECTBEHHYIO COTHIO, 3ibpasLiytocs 6ina nanectmHm KyssMumxu,
KPVBOI LUMHKapPKK, o4ecamm 060-3piTu.

— Ere, naHe nucapto! — Kaxke nomy naH Ynacosuny. — 9 6, noxanymn, cobnarosonms, Tak nikis 6inbLu
TPUALSATW He 3Hato. Jlium caM i pobu AK 3HAELW, TW Ha Te nNucap; a A yce onicna nignuuwy, 60 5 Ha Te
COTHUK, Wo6 He NiYnTK, a TiNbKN NiANUCYBaTW.

Ot i cTaB naH MiCcTpaK NiYUTK; NIYNTb-NIYUTb, @ Y N'ATIN COTHI OAHOr0 KO3akKa He goniynTbca. "LLo 3a
npuTHa? — axk CKPUKHYB. — CowunTax, i Oynm yci, i ce eanH He 0bpITaETbCA. 13UAY i NOKN YHUHIO
nepennc, XTo 3 orna-WeHHbIX He AaB MeHi i npef o4i Bawwi cTaTu, bixa i okpuBcs. He xT0, 1K,
ynosaTesibHO, |Ibko HanowHs".

OT i niwoB HagBip 40 KO3aKiB Ni4UTK, @ NaH COTHUK 3apa3 KMHYBCA 40 KapBaTKW 3 AYNiBKOK Ta, He
BioAMXatlo-4n, XXypbu. pagm, Ta  BUCMOKTaB ii 404nCTa. AX OCb i MaH PuropoBuny 3 CBoiMK
Luypnaskamu ni3e y OBepi, i BeCeNeHbKMN, i Wwenawe, wob BTIWWNTM NaHa COTHUKaA, i Kaxe: "He
XypiTecb, fobpogito! Yce K03aLTBO Halle yKyni, Hi )XO4eH He NOoWBaHAAB HiKYAN; 0Cb Ae BOHU €". |
NPUAHABCA NiYNTW, — BN'ATb Y N'ATIM AECATKY HEMa Ta 1 HEMa Ko3aka! Ak 3aTynoTuTb Puroposmy
Horamum, sk yxsaTe cebe 3a 4yb, K no4aB KopeHUTH i baTbKa, | MaTip, | yBeCb po4 TOr0 NpPecy4oro
CMHa KO03aKa, KW XOBAETbLCSA, NOKMW BiH NENOPT YHece y XaTy, A0 NaHa COTHWKA. K HaaBopi flive,
Tak yCi 10 €EAVMHOrO0, a y XaTi flide, TO OAMH, Ta yce Yy N'ATOMY AEeCATKY, TaK i We3He, HeHaye Noro
3nnaeHb 3amxe! BepHyBCb naH MicTpsAK A0 COTHI, NepenivymB Ko3akiB — yCi; BEPHYBCb A0 MaHa
COTHUMKA, Ni4NTb NO XBOPOCTWHI, WO KOXKHOro no3apybatoBaB, — KaTMa OAHOr0; XTOCb YTiK. BN'aTb
BEPHETbLCH A0 COTHI, Wob ToMy, XTO XOBA€ETLCS, rosoBy nobutun, Tak-60 yci akpas, a y CBITAULI NO
3apybkaM Hema ofHOro. Ta pasiB fecaTb Take oMy 6ysio NnpuBuAEHi€. Bxxe ax 3acanascb
cepaelwwHun, biraoym 3 xaTu To B XaTy, TO 40 COTHI, TO Bif COTHI, WO BXe 1 naH YnacoBny ybpasch i
30BCIiM BUPAAMBCh i BXE LLanKy y3B, W06 iTW A0 COTHI, TaK Y NaHa nucapsa OAWNH KO3aK yce YTiKa, i



XTO Takuih — He 3BiCHO, 60 yci Ha 360pi i 0ANH 0QHOIO AEPXUTb 3a NOAC, W6 He YTiK HIXTO, MOKK iX
MO XBOPOCTUWHI NepenivyyoTb.

— Ta rogi T06i, Puroposunyy, WwacTtaTucb. Xo4iM Ta YABOX 30 MHOI nepeniynmo. Konm TaM yci, a Ha
XBOPOCTMHI HEMa OJHOro0, Tak KaT rnoro bepu! Hexan Ton i Nnponaga, abu xusi yci bynn. — Tak
CKa3aB NaH COTHWK Ta N NpUrnsaaeTbCa NUAbHO Ha NMCaps, Y4 00 Aina TO BiH CKa3aB i L0 YX He
rPMMHe BiH Ha HbOI0 3a HICEHITHULIO, K BOHO N YacTo byBa.

loero cnyxas ce lNpokin Puroposuy i nanbLem NoBoOAMB, a Aani K LMOKHE, AK-MiACKOYe, K KPUKHE:
"OT cs9 piy go gina! YTpoboto coxxanito, Lo TaKOBOE MeLUTa-HI€E i3nae i3 rn1aBu MOES | YKIIOHUCS Y
nebpi NyCTUHHMSA. Ta BaM, NaHe COTHUKY, AOBAIETh | MONKOBUM cyaneto ByTu 3a TaKOBOE
HeorpaHU4yeHHOE i My pOE PiLLEHIE, EF0 Xe i a3 He BO3UMIX. Xo4iMo xe, 6baTbky! HMHI BOo3Becenncs
yTpoba Mosl of, LiNOCTi COTHI, i, CKOHYaBLUKN AiN0, ypeM's | NOAKPINIEHIE BUYNHNUTH",

OT i miwnwn. Ary! | Hal NaH COTHMK NMoBecenilaB TPOXK, L0 SKOCb-TO Hi AyMaHO Hi rafaHo Ta
npuaymas [0 nafy, Ta We 1 Tak, Wo 1 cam Mpokin Puroposud MicTpsik, KOHOTONCbKUN COTEHHUI
nucap, Ta i TOM NOro 3a BUragky 3poay BrepLue noxsanse. A PUroposmy ige 3a COTHUKOM, Ta CBOE
rafa, Ta gyma: "Ce Ha 6igy BXe nae, Koam naH COTHUK Ta byae po3yMHiWmin MeHe. Hallo X oMy i
nucap, konu cam byae i BuaymysaTw, i nignucysaTtn? OTCe TiIbKM HE BUAHO, WO caM byae n nucaTu
Ta, MOXe, 1 Ha LWoTax BUKMAaTu. Ta He gamcs-60!.. 1 nomy xyka ycy4y". Miginwnm 4o camoro WUHKY
Ky3bMULLWMHOrO, @X TYT i COTHA CTOITb i, NOCKMAA04YM LANKN, MOKJIOHUINCE NAaHY COTHUKY.

— 3poposi 6ynu, AiTu! Yn BCi BU TyT? — CNUTaB iX NaH COTHUK i, Y3SBLUINCL ¥ 6OKK, 06rnanas ixX OKOM,
HeHa4e obnivyBaB abo po3rnsagaB KOXKHOIO y NMUKY; @ BiH — A X Kaxy — Bifbl TpUAUATA NiKy He
3HaB, a K03aKa Hi 04HiCiHbKOro y TBap* (* B nmue.) He 3HaB i He TAMUB, XTO 3 HUX [1EMKO, @ XTO
MpoubKo.

— 3p0poB., 6aTbKy! — TOpOXHyna NoMy rpomaga. — YCi MU TyTeYKun-34eCb 40 EANHOTO.
— A nepeniyun, NUcapo, 4n He CXOBaBCb KN, — MOBENiBaB NaH COTHUK, HaLyBLUNCh, K TON CUY.

OT nucapto Puroposundy Bn'aTb 6iga. YCi Ko3aku, i 9K CTYIMB XBOPOCTMHY AOKYMNM, TaK i N0 3apybkam
yCi.

— Ta gKuiA Xe TaM YopT MaHApYBaB, K 51 YBIXOAMB A0 NaHa COTHMKA? — KPUKHYB MMicTpsik 3 cepus Ta
@)K HOT Ol TYMHYB.

— Ta TpvBam nuLieHb, Puroposuyy! — ckasas MOMY, YCMiXar4unCb, NaH Ynacosuy. — AfKe i KO3aku
YCi, i 3 XBOPOCTMHM Hi X0eH He BTikaB. Ce T SiK NepesioMUB XBOPOCTUHY, TakK BOHa SiKpa3 Ha
K03aKoBi XpycHyna. OT Tu, gep>xayu ii Ha ABi NOJIOBUHKN, TUM OLHOIO i He 0/i4yBaBChb.

A K03aLTBO, CEE ClyXatoyu, AK NigHiMe periT: "Tak-Taku, BeNbMOXXHMIN BaTbKy, Tak!" — 3Hai KpnyaTb
i KaxXyTb: "OTTakni, badvy, Haw nucap! O! 6bogan noro".

— A 6opai B MOKa3WIUCh i 3 KO3aKaMu, i 3 XBOPOCTUHOI, i 3 likaMy, | 3 Ha4a/IbCTBOM, — KpUYaB Ha
BCIO BY/INLLIO PUropoBuY, a caM SiK He JIOMHE 3 cepus. YXOnuB Ty XBOPOCTUHY, NosamMaB, MOTPOLLMB ii
Ha LWMaTOYKMN Ta N KMHYB KO3akaM Y Bidi, npurosoptotoyn: —Llyp Bam, nek BaM; 0OCMHa BaM; HexaMn
BaM CTOHAALATb MXOPALOK i NiIBTOPa CTINbKN X YMPAYOK | 6ONSYOK, KON 3HANLLOBCH yXe
PO3YMHIWMIA MeHe. Hawo 1 BaM? — Ta 1 N04aB BN'ATb 3 NUCbMa: — I3Mnay y NYCTUHIO | ycentca y
ropax ApapaTCbkux, y nocnigHix mops. Llyp sam!

OT MaH COTHUK MOro i CMNHMB i, Y3ABLUWN 3@ PYKY, | Kaxe:



— loai X, PuropoBunyy, He cepabca. Ypaan-rogmn, LOBENOCA MeHi 3 Tebe NokenkyBaTu, a TU BXe i
cepamwica. A TAMULL, K MeHi NifCyHYB JIenopT, a 1, HiYoro nak He BMito4M NUcaTu, Ta Ha HbOMY
CTOpPM i mignuncas. A NaH MNONKOBHUK i NiANMUCaB, WO, — KaXKe, — KOHOTOMCbKUN COTHMK, NaHe
MuknTO, TN €CK AypeHb! Ta 51 3a Te Ha Tebe i He cepamnBCs, XO4 TV i AOBro MeHi 06 TiM AoKnaam
LOKNafas i B Bivi HacMixaBca. Foai x, rogi! Xogimo obigaTu...

— Hexali Bam cew Ta Town i3 BawwimM 06iaom, okpome xniba ceaToro. bogan Tom NogaBmnBCh, XTO Taky
MyZ[pauito MeHi BTAB!.. — 3amMoTaB pykamu Haw MicTpaK, yce cepasayunch, Ta n noTar, He
ornsgatyuncs, nogomy, Ta  bopmoye cam cobi: "Mogasuwics, gk 9 Tobi ranywky nigHecy... Nigseny
Tebe nig MoHacTup... byne y KoHoToni COTHWK, Ta He 3abpboxa... KnaHATUMYTbCA i NicTpsaky".

— A Ham xe sika nopafia byne? — 3arynu Ko3aku, ANBASYNUCH, LLO YCe X HaYaabCTBO Yu
rnepekasuioch, Yv KaT iX 3Ha: nncap, MoB NiCNs AypMaHy, NoBisBCb COBI LOAOMY, @ NaH COTHUK
MOHYPWB rOI0BY Ta TeX MOTAr A0 CBOEI XaTW. OT BepTalTb NaHa COTHUKA i MUTAIOTbLCS, LLO M
pobuTwn i Ans Yoro ix 3ibpanun?

— A nmucun giabko Bac 3Ha! — KPUKHYB Ha HUX MukunTa Ynacosumy, natoym i B 6aTbka, i B MaTip. — Llyp
BaM, BigyeniTech BiA MeHe. BinTecb cobi, Kyam xo4yeTe, Xo4 Ha WnbeHunu. AKniA 1 NopsaoK aam,
KON MCap CKa3meca? Y HbOro fienopT (ce naH Ynacosumy ycaky bymary y3nBaB 1enopToM, HE BMitoHK
BMMOBUTMW, 4/ TaM NpeanucaHie, 4m wo bysano); Hexan, — Ka)ke, — 41 He NpocnuTbes, 60 BiH YacTo
XUMEPW FOHUTb, TaK TOrA4i i PO3TONIKYEMOCH, @ Ternep — HiKoJM. — Ta 1 NiOoB TUXOI CTYMNOI0
LoLoMY.

Ha Te AMBNAYNCH, | KO3aUTBO PYLUXIO: XTO Y LMHOK, XTO Y COJIOMY MiC/As Takol MyLITpY CoYmMBaTy; a
iHLWi MOTHY/IMCb Ha BropoAu LiB4aT noJsioxaTwu...

CMyTHWUR | HeBecenui cnais cobi Ha NaBLi, Ta BXE He B CBITAULI, @ Y BEJIMKI XaTi, KOHOTOMCbKWIA
naH COTHUK, MnkuTa Ynacosuny 3abpboxa, BEPHYBLUUCH MiCAS Ora4y KO3aLbKoi COTHI. [lo Toro nmxa,
LLo oMy y4yopa Nocn-nosHa OneHa, naHHa XOpYHXiBHA, NiAHECNa, MOB TepToi nif Hic kabaku,
nevyeHoro rapbysus; Wo BiH MiC/as y40pallHbOro AHSA We He NUB, He iB, @ TYT e He BMCMaBCH; Lo
Tpeba nomy 36MpaTNCA C CBOEID COTHEIO Yy NMOXOMA, aX Yy CaMiCiHbKMIA YepHIroB; Ta 1 X Kaxy, nicns
Takoi 6ign we n HoBe NNXO0 3iKanocs NoMy, L0 PO3CEPANB CBOr0 COTEHHOrO NaHa nNucaps Mpokona
Puroposmya MicTpsika, a po3cepamnBLUNCE, BXXe BiH He Byfe Hiskoi nopaan faBaTu, K Ha4anbCTBO
npuvwwie 06 YiM NenopT 4YM SK Tam MOro; TorAi Wwo YnHuTn? OT 3 Takot 6iaoto Ak Nomy He ByTu
CMYTHOMY i HeBecesiomy? Ere! CuanTte cobi, cepfieka, y BeMKi XxaTi Ha nas.i, KiHLi cToNa, rosioBy
MOHYPUB @)X TPOXM Y1 He [0 KOJiH! CMANTb e BiH BXXe He Yac i He [Ba... aX OCb i3 KiMHaTW i
obi3Banacb 40 HbOr0 HaHbMUYKa:

— Yoro-60 BW, NaHNYEHbKY, CYMY€ETE | CMANTE MOBYKM? Y He nmopa Bxe narogutun obigaTtn?
— He xo4y! — cka3aB Ynacosu4, Ta i 3QUXHYB TSXXKO Ta BaXKO Ha BCO XaTy, i Nignep rososy pykoto.

OT HaHbMWYKa, NOroAMBLLN, | BUALLIE 3 KIMHATW Ta, OUBSYUCb Ha HbOrO BeCesieHbKo, K Tas
ACOYKa, i Kaxe:

— AbBo, MOXe, BM Bxe noobifanm, Tak, Moxe, abo cbKaTUCb xo4eTe... aboLo?

— He xo4y! — oavH ofABIT Aa€ YNacoBuY i He ANBUTbLHS Ha Hel.



MocynmBLUMCL, BEPHYAaCb HAaHbMMYKa Y KIMHATY Ta 1 cina y KyToK, Bop4yayun: "OTTo BXe, MabyTb, byB
y nona Ta, MabyTb, TaM i 0bigas; 60 BXe Ti NONiBHKU, X04 [0 KOro, Tak nigid'toTbcs". | yce, cnpgaym
cobi, 3Hal KopeHwnsa NoniBeH.

A MykuTa Ynacosuy 3Hai cobi cmanTb i AyMa npo CBOE. AX OCb... pur!.. XTOCb yBINLWOB Yy xaTy... [aH
COTHMK 3MpK!.. aX TO BBIMLLOB HE XTO, K Haw Puroposny. MabyTb, Bigcepaunsca? Hi, BiH He
BiACEpPANBCA, @ NPUIALLOB 3 XUTPOLLAaMK A0 NaHa MUKUTK; oCb cnyxanTe, wo TyT byae... OT,
YBIALLOBLUKW, Ta MOBYKM i CTaB Bina gsepen.

He 3pagyBaBcs X i naH YnacoBmy, 5K B34PIiB LWMPOro CBOro NpuaTens, a nyLie TuM, Wo aymas cobi:
"OT Tenepeykun BXKe BiH He CEPANTLCS | 4acTb MeHi nopaay y Moin 6igi". Tak Puroposuy-60 He Tyaun
rHe: AK cTaB 6ina aBepei Ta i cTaBs, i MOBYUTb CODI, i Hi Napy 3 YCT He NYCTUTb.

— Lo ckaxew, Puroposuyy? — nutaB nucaps NaH COTHUK, a TOM NOMY OABIT Aa€, HE CX04A4M 3
MicLS:

— A Wo noeennTe, NnaHe COTHI/IKy?

— Ta Hy cobi y 6010T0 3 cBOIM coTHMYecTBOM! Xiba He 3Ha€EW MOET HaTypu? MNepen Ko3akaMu Tak A
COTHUMK, a TV Nncap; a KoM My yABOX Y XaTi, Tak Mu cobi bpatu. Cigan xe, bynemo obigatn, — Tak
Ka3aB YnacoBuy.

— Osakyto! 4 Bxe obinaB. — Ta ! KUBHYB roJI0BOIO PU-ropoBUY, CEE Kaxxyuiu.

— OTTO BXE I bpewe! — Kaxke COTHUK. — Tak cifan-Taku, s obigaTumy, a T Nl AyniBKy; WO 3a
MyZpa, TOPILWHS, We TiNIbKN Ha CiM TUXHI NoYanu, Tak Tam Taka, Wo i N'EWw — i X04eTbCs.

— I3nux Tpecyrybyto Yawy 6iaCcTBiN, — CKa3as, 34MX— HYBLUW, NUCAP, — | BXKE HE MOTY BMICTUTK
bonie cyeTnmeol oyniBku, ae He Korga obpsALLeTbCs BO yCTax MOIX AKO MOJIHb.

— Ta wo 60 BKW, NaHe NUcapr, — CTaB A0 HbOro COTHUK t06'A3HO FOBOPUTU, — AKOr0 YopTa i BOCi Ha
MeHe afoM auweTe? 3a Billo i Npo BiL0? | cam cTapui umraH He po3bepe.

— He nino ecTb, NaHe COTHWKY, COBOKYMNAATW (papao-HULbKOE BCEBOIHCTBO 3 HAMK, MPABOBIPHUMU.
TyT i 6e3 unraHa MoxHa Bo3rpebie coTBOpUTKU. Erfa nogHecoLwa MeHi TpecyryboTpeknaTyto NUHXBY,
yb0 4TO €CM nicsia cboro? AKM KoHb | Meck! Tedpy! naye i obaye!

— Ta aKa X TaMm, naHe nucapto, NuHxea! OT TiNbKK LLO TV He BTOPOMaB Ti€l NPOKAATOI XBOPOCTUHWN...

— [a normbHeTb OHa 3 WyMOM B neLi orHenansawin! A sam byno, naHe COTHUKY, ANBASYUCb HA MOE
FlyMJIeHI€, MOBYaAHIE YYMHUTW | HE NpW FPOMafi, akn NeB puKatLle, BO3HeNLWeBaT Ha M's, HO 0Ccob
MeHe nossLle, NosigaTn 6yno MeHi iCTUHY, a He BO3CMIIOTbCA HaJ0 MHOI0 Hallli KO3aKW i pekyTb
HWHI: "Mncap Haw CyTb AYPEeHb, He BMIiB po3ibpaTu, L0 XBOPOCTUHa CyTb yaobocokpyLwaemasn". Agxe
s Bam gobpe we B CBITAULI NOBigaB: N'sH BMX i He i3TPE3BMXCSA ELLLE BO OHOE YPeEM's; i alle pyui Moi
ApOXKalla, aku ApeBeCcHO IMCTBIE, TO AKOBa BUCTb rnaBa 30 BCiMU NOMULLNEHIT? BUCTb 5K
TpeBONHEHHOE Mope. Toro ans nogobano 6yno Bam, naHe COTHUKY, BCN'ATb 3PS, MOKPUTK
nperpiweHHa 6paTa BaLLOro; CUPiY yCTaMmn KO ByXy MoBifaTu NOMY, a He BO BCE KO3aLbKOE
YCIIMLLAHIE.

— OTXe, TBOSA NpaBAaa, Puroposunyy; Tenep g i cam 6ayy, WO BOHO Tak €, — Ka3aB Hall Ynacosuy. A

ce b6yno 3aBcerga Tak: Wo wo MicTpsk He 3ayMa, WO HE CKaXke, TO BXKE MaH COTHUK MEPLLIN i Kaxe:
"Tak, Tak BOHO €". OT §K i Tenep NiATaKHYB i, ANBNAYMNCb NOMY B BiYi, nobayms, LWo ce Puroposuyy —
K No rybam BapeHMKOM 3 MacCJioM; OT i CTaB CMiflil 3 HAM PO3roBOPIOBATY i 3allydyBaTK, | Kaxe: —



Cinan xe, npusaTento; aKoro-6o Ty YopTa Tam 6ing nopora MasyuLl, K TOM LYLMUK Ha BipboBLi? IoKn X,
ian; cinanm 6ing meHe; a byny obinatu, a TM TArHW aynisky. MNasbko! A BHeCK nweHb NOBHY HOCATKY
ayniskn! — Buiwna Ma3bka 3 KiMHaTW i, Nepexoasyn Yepes BenKy XaTy, BXXe BeCcesleHbKO risHya
Ha CBOro naHuya. A lMNpokin Puroposny agymas-gyMaB, Aani CTaB Nno XaTi xoauTu i cniea cobi nig Hic
ncanbMy: "CKNOHITECS, BiKMK, CO YONOBIKN"; a Aani K 6pn3He wanky o6 3emnio, K 3aUXHe, Ta i
NiginwoB A0 NaHa YNacoBuYa i, 3aKpydytodm ycu, CTaB MOMY KasaTu:

— €N, iICTUHHO, He nry. | fa NoXpeTb MeHA 0bLLasa MaTep Hala 3eMA9 Ha COHbMUILLI, alle 36peLly xou
niscnoBa. Ha OOBMIETb Hi EAMHOMY Ha4YaNlbHUKY Yro63eHHSA TBOPMUTW CBOIN AECHIN pyLi, CMpiY nucapio;
MoHexe i NOENNKY: YCAK YOOBIK iMaTb raBy, rnasa iMaTb PO3yM, PO3yM iMaTb BOJIO, a Cisl peKoMas
BOJ1S1 NOBEJIBAETH i leCHULEIO, | WYyNLeto, | yCAKUM 4ieHOM. Ho Cie CyTb npukniag i cuueBoe
PO3yMiHI€: 40NOBIK — KOHOTOMCbKa COTHS; raBa — MaH COTHUK; PO3YM BO r1aBi — a3, Mi3epHUI
nuncap; a3 imito BOJIO, CUPiY JapoBaHi€e, HanucaTn bymary, Tak Lo Herni i caM NOAKOBUIA NUCap YyTHe
nofobHyto. Alle ni ybo 4Y0NoBiK He MOBUHYETLCS rNaBi, YHe 11 ECTb... TAKOXAE i rnaBa po3yMy; BO
OHOE ypeM’s iMaTb BUTiI CM'ATEHIE | cogporaHi€; Tako i 34i; awe COTHA He iMaTb NOBUHYTWCA NaHy
COTHUKY, @ Cel BOMPEKN iMaTb TBOPUTUN MEHI XYXKALLUEMY i, LLLO Nnaye yCcboro, He NpuKpmBaTn NOro
He3HaHin, Ho ewe i rnymuTunca? One! nowo s 1 Ha cBiTi NnpebuBato?

Ta, HaroBopMBLLUM TakKoro, CiB Ha NIaBKY i PyKolo nignepcsa Ta n xXyputbcsa. A MUKnTI Ynacosmyy 1Moro i
XKaJIKo CTano i Kaxxe nomy:

— Konn npasay, bpaTuky, ckasaTu, TO 5 He BTOPONaB HiYOriCiHbKO, LLIO OTCe TN MeHi po3ka3as; 60
ce, 6ay, 3 NUCbMa, a TV 3HAELL, LLIO A NOro He BTHY i O BOHO MEHi 3apa3 3aBanTb, K XTO 3 HUM [0
MeHe niaBepHeTbCA. 34inan xe gpyxby, He cepabCs Ha MeHe, Ta 3 Cepus He rOBOpPM MeHi 3 NUCbMa,
a KaXku npocTo. TyT i Tak, He Tobi KaxKy4u, IMX0 Ta LWe 3 IMXOM, a TyT we y noxon itn. Ocb gaBan
npo Ce TOJIKYBaTMKChb, LLIO HaM MO TOMY NenopTy pobuTu...

— YopT3Ha-LLo B/ rOBOPUTE, — 3arOMOHIB NUCAp Ha NaHa COTHUKA, — 41 NogobaeTb e oT
Hava/IbCTBa A0 NOAYMHEHHOCTI NucaTu nenopT? lMNoBesniHie. HeCMeTHOE MHOXXECTBO pa3iB Ka3ax BaM,
i Ce yce BCYE.

— Ta yce X To fienopT, He Wo binbL. A pag, Wo 1 1enopT BUTBEPAMB, @ APYroro, WO TK Kaxell, Tak
S He BMMOBJO. Tak KaT ix bepu 3 nenoptamu, a OT flaBall TOB-KYBaTUCh, AIK Y M0oXo[, 36upaTuce.
ADKe COTHS ycs, To i gobpe; Hy, Aanbll KaXku, Wo pobutn?

— I'm, rM! — cTaB KawnaTv PUroposuy, sk 3rafas, K BiH JliYMB COTH0. OT i CTaB nig HbOro
niaKonyBaTWCb, W06 NaHa COTHMKa BTOMWTKY, a camoMy... Hy, Ta He Byaemo nonepen po3kasysaTy, a
cnyxaTumeMo, K Tam 6yno; oTXke BiH i Kaxe: — LLlo NoBesIMTb NaH COTHUK, Malo HEBMYCTUTESNIbHO
CNOJIHATH.

— Ta 34inan MunocTb, Puroposuyy, rofi MeHi Cboro gokaagaTtn! — KasaB MaH COTHUK Ta i ciga 3a
CTin, 60 Ma3bka BHecna 06iaaT i NOBHY HOCaTKy AyniBkn. — Cigan, — Ka)ke, — 30 MHOIO; @ KOJIK He
X04 06igaTn, Tak TArHWM AyniBky Ta 06 Aginax MeHi He OOKy4al.

OT COTHMK MOBYKM 0bifaE, a nnucap CMAiB-CUAiB, MOB-4aB-MOBYaB, Aai 3a JIOXKKY, Ta Y Ty X MUCKY...
Ta 1 NoYaB, AK BiH KaXke, COKpyLUaTy nepw 6opLy rapsaynin 3 yCAKOoK, MifiKoo pubkoto, Ta NOHAHY
Kally [o onii, gani 3axosof)KysaHum 6opLy 3 IMHaMK, a TaM HOLWKY 3 MUHbKAMK Ta 3 NWEHNYHUMU
ranyweykamu, Ta nevyeHi kapaci, Ta 6inbLw i HiYoro. Xo4 Haw Puroposmy i obigaB AoOMa He MeHL
TOro, WO Tenep iB i B NaHa COTHMKA, Tak NOMY Ce HiYOro: BiH Yy AsKa Y LWKOJi BYNBCS, Tak 3a rosoc,
wo 6yno Ak Ha obigax nifHiMe, Tak fK TOWN A3BOHUK, Ha YCIO BYJIMLLIO YYTK, LLO @) Y ByXaX NALWNTb,
TaK noro naH Aak 6yno no obifam i BOANTb; TO 3 HUM NPUBYMBCSA | HaLW PUroposmy, i NOMy He
cTpawHo byno xo4 wicte 0bigis 0bifaTn; Tak TUM-TO i3 Ynacosnyem, gk nobayve nobpy cTpasy Ta



e 3 CBiXKOK puboto, Tak i MPUNHABCb MONOTUTU, HEHAYeE LLLe HIYOr0 3paHKy i He 1B.

AK i, 1B B0oOpe, L0 aXx 3a ByxaMu nsAWano, fani CXonvMe HOCATKy Ta, HE HA/IMBAKOYM y KapBaTKy, Tak
3 Hel yClo ayniBky i BuUiamB. [ani, ycTaslu 3-3a cToNy, NoAskysas bory i xa3siHy, CiB Ha naBsLi,
BUKALLJIABCh, YCU PO3rNajnB i Kaxe:

— [obpua paaun Tpanesu i NpeoTMiHHMA AYNiBKK Npe-Aato BUWHOMY 3abseHito npuckopbie moe. [la He
NOM’'SIHETbCS K TOMY TpekJiaTas XBOPOCTUHA, NPeNOMJIEHIEM CBOIM NoxXMTusLIas byno eAnHoro
Ko3aka. Llyp in! [la npebyaeTb BoHa Tpecyrybo aHaxTeMa NpoKAATa i Aa 3ropuTb B NeLwi
XangencbKomn, a LWe nyy4ye, KK B TMEHHI OrHEeHHIN. [laBan e Aino ropopuTu i gino Teoputn. a
byLeTb BaM, NaHe gobpogito, BifOMO, L0 HaM HEBO3MOXHO y noxog Buctynatu! O! —— i noyas
KaptoYyKuN THYTHW.

— Mo! — ax CKPUKHYB NaH YnacoBmy 3 pagowis i nigbdir 4o Hboro, wob BunuTyBaTHh, i Kaxe: — FAK
e ce MoxHa? A nenopT?..

— Ane! B1 Takun yce cBOe! —— Kaxke Puroposuy. — Bam xo4 Kijl Ha ronosi Tewwu, TO B BaC yce
nenopT. Hy, napma! Xo4 61 BOHU SiK He po3NnUCyBaIn, @ HAM He MOXXHa NTU: HaM He CyTb yA06HO,
HaM Hikonun!

— A YoMy X HaM Hikonn? 3ginan nboB, PO3XKYM MEHi i Ce€ CI0BO: YOMY HaM HiKOn?

— 'M, rM! — BMKaWANSABLINCH | NOAYMaBLUKN, CKa3aB PUropoBmny, — sKoBas HaM COMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTb
[0 YepHiroea i 40 caMoi NOJIKOBOI CTapPLLUMHW, aLle MUP BECb NOrmbaeTbL?

— §K ce T0? — 3159KaBLWNCb, NUTaB NaH MukuTa. — Big Yoro mup normba? Lo x ce Take? 4,
KOHOTOMNCbKWI COTHUK, Ta  He 3Halto, Wo Mup normba? Ta kaxxun-60, byab nacka, Big 4oro BiH normba
i Y1 HE MOXXeMO noro sik-Hebyab obopoHnTM abo nignepTn?

— MornbaeTb! — 34MXHYBLUK, Kaxe MicTpAK. — BCiM 3pALUM | AUBYIOLLMMCS, HIXTO XK€ 0 MOMOLLi He
pafauTb. 3piTe, NaHe COTHUKY YnacoBuyy, i yxxacantecs! Tpyu ceamuui i non OoXAb He crnaje, i 3emMns
He 010XXAuncs, i Heb0o 3aKNYNCS; BCA NepeTBopuLLIacs B npax i nenesn, Bca npo3sbeHis iacoxowa, i
€OMHAA NUJIb HOCUTBLCA Y HaLUi BCEIEHHIN | — 0, rope MHi, rpillHUKY! — Nnb Cis BOO-BOPSAETLCA B
HEMNOPOYHIM J0CeNi HOCi MOEM i AINCTBYETb YMXaHIEM, NOAOOHO akM BN OT HIOXHOBEHIS HECTEPNUMMUS |
TpeokasHHUA — Tbpy! Kabaku, OT Hes Xe 4nCT bux i HenopoyeH oT yTpobu MaTepe Moes [0 34i. O
rope!

— Tak Big 4oro TyT Mupy nornbaTtn, — Kasas naH 3abpboxa, — KOJIM T, NaHe NUCapP, YXa€EL?..

— Ane! yxa€w! — NOKPYTUBLLM rOJI0BOIO, Ka3aB PUropoBmy. — YXHETb i He TifibkK 9, Ta X04 6u cam
NMOJSIKOBMI NKCap, Ta WO N Ka3aTu: YXHe i Hall HANACHIWWIA | HANBENbMOXXHILUNIA NaH reTbMaH, Ak
OHas 310Mep3Kas kabaka BO3rHI3ANTHLCA Y HOCI NOr0 SICHOBENbMOXXHOCTI, a ii, 0KasHHOI, Nofobie cyTb
cuueBas nuib, BITPOM BO3METaEMas. | allle He COTBOPUM BHE3aMHOIr0 00X AEHIiS, yCe i3COXHETD i
nornbHeTb! 3eni€ i 3naK i3B'AOHETD, | He ByaeTb XxNibeHHOro NPoi3pPOCTaHif; TOrdi i M1 He TO4YMIo
BO3AMXAEM, HO i YMPEM OT rflafa i XaXKan BHE3aMnHOW CMepTito. PO3yMHO BaM peky: noaobaeTb
040XANTK 6iACTBYIOLLYIO 3€MIK0 HaLly!

— OTXe, 2 TiNbKKN Yepe3 gecaTe-n’aTe yToponas, Lo TW, NaHe NMcapto, MeHi roBopu. Afxe Tu
Ka)keLl, Lo gowy B Hac Hema? Tak wo byaemo pobutn? Yn Mun Mo)xxemMo Cunm HebecHi 3HaTH i
MOXXeMo 3pobuTu, Wwob powi nwnn?

— MoxxeMo! — 3aKpuyaB Ha ycto XxaTy Haw MicTpsK, a Aani aK CTyKHe KyJ1akoM Mo CTOy i Wwe fyxKye
KPWKHYB : — | MaKn peky, MOXXeMmo.



— A KaXku, KaXku, naHe nucapto, SKk? 9 i KOHOTOMCbKUIA COTHUK, a WOCh i AOCi CbOr0 He 3Hato, —
nnTas NaH 3abpboxa.

— BHuManTe, naHe coTHUKY! Ta, byabTe nackasi, MUKUTO YnacoBuny, yToponanTe, Wwo S BaM
Ka3aTuMmy, LWob MeHi N0 fecsaTb pasiB He TOBKTM BaM O4HOr0. € Ha CBiTi HevecTmBUi 6abn, YadaTenbHO
OT NJIeMeHe XaHaaHCbKOro, No TO/IKOBaHIlO, KaHabCbKOro, i>XXe BAallacs Beenb3eBy-ny i noro
6iCOBCbKOMY MyApPOBaHito, i IMyTb YNpa)AeHI€ Y BiAbOMCTBI, XK€ HOYHUM YPEMEHEM, HaM
BO3MEXALLUMM i CAAALWNM, Cii HEYeCTUBMI ICXOAOTh i3 4OMOB CBOIX i, BO3iBLUE Ha A Binylo COPOUKY,
PO3MyCcKalTb Bacy CBOI, KO BeNbbAOXIi, i, npulieawe A0 COCIACbKMX | APYruX XuTenen
npebuBaHin, yBXOAIOTb Y KPaBHULLIO, NPOCTO pe-LUK, XNiB, i iMaloTb TaMO KpaB, | BOATb i X, i KPOTKUX
oBeyarT, i bucTpoHornx Kobunnub, i Cyk 3naro cobavyoro icyagis, i, 4To peky? BO340A0Tb APANANBUX
KiLLIOK, BPEe-A0HOCHUX MULLIEN, PO3TNIHHMX Xab... | yCAKOE ANXaHIE NoON3yLlee i CKavyLlee, iMyLLee
MJIEKOBMICTUMUS YCTPOE-Hif, 4OATb IM TOKMO HEYECTMBUM i3BICHUM XY[0XKECTBOM; i cobpaBLuK yCi Cii
MJIeKa, AMABONLCLKUM 0BasfHIEM Npe-TBOPAIOTb OHOE Y Yapu i abue Npoi3BoaATb yCe No CBOEMY
HaMipeHito, AKO-TO: BUKpPaZalTb CCyLUX MNageHuiB 3 yTpob MaTepHUX i BNaratwTb yYB oHMA abo
xaby, abo muLy, abo elle i WeHs; nocensaTb BpaXkay i po34op NPOMIXK Cynpy>XHbOro npebusaHis;
B036y>XaaloTb NOOOBHOE NPEKIOHEHIE Y IOHOLWI K AiBi OT OHWUS K OHOMY, i MPOYEE 3110
Heyn0b0pPEKOMOE; a Maye ycboro, 3aTBOPATbL XN16u HebecHiIi i BocnpeLLanTb 40XKAEBI opoLwlaTK
3eMJ1t0, Aa NornbHeTb poh 4Y0N0BiYECbKUIA. Y NOHATHO BaM Tenepeykn, nobpomito, Biakin cis
HanacTb MNOCTVXe Hally NanecTUHy, KO He iMaMu Hi Kpanni gowy, gaxe i oo gHeco? HyTte-60, He
no3ixanTe Ta KaXiTb: YW YPO3YMiNn rnarosiaHie Moe?

— Agkue? Xod i no... 3i... Xalo, a BXe ypo3yMmiB. T 0TCe MeHi po3Ka3yBaB, L0 B HAC 4/ OOLLY HEMa,
yn Wwo?

— Tak, Tak. Ho 4yepe3 Koro cie bnuctb?
— Yu yepes... Xab, 4n... 4epes KOoro... A WOoCb He PO3CyXaB.
— Ta skux Tam xab? Yepe3s BiabOM, Yepes BiAbOM, PEKY BaM.

— Ta uyp iM, He CNOMUHaK IX MeHi, NaHe nucapto! Xo4 Ao Bevyopa i AaNeko, a K HaNSKa€EL MeHe, TO
yCto Hi4 By Ly »KaxaTuck i He cnaTuMmy: yce Bigbom byay bosTucs.

— Ta HaM He Noaoba€eTh iX yCTpallaTWUCS, a AOBNIETb ICKOPEHATN A0 TPETHLOro poay.

— FK e Tun ix, Puroposunyy, ckopeHuw? Tu 3a Hel, @ BOHa NepeknHeTbCs KNybkoM, KuHeTbCa Tobi nig
Horu, 3i6’e Tebe Ta 1 we3He. Xiba X He byBa cboro? Yv Mano CTapi NOAN TaKOro po3KasyloTb, Tak
LLL0, HAaC/TyXaBLUWCh, LiSly HiY ApV>XaKu cnaTn He JafyTb.

— He To4uio cTapii ntoan, HO | @3 MOXXe BaM MOBIAaTN NPO TaKOBOE MyMJIEHIE. EOANHOX AN, BEYOPY
cyly, napybouTBo fAwa M'a i NoBeAoLla Ha BeYOPHULL, ifiXKe S40X0M, ry/iiXOM LOBOJIbHO, a MNXOM
6e3 Mipu, EMKO MOXaXxy; i ELLe MeHi y TBEPOOCTI CyLly, iLOX Y CBOE Mic-TonpebuBaHie, i, He
LOXOAALLY MU XVXKMHUW CcTapoi Uum-6annxun, BHe3any nig HO3i MOi BepXXecs HiYTOoCh; rflaBa Mos
3aKPYXKMCSA, i a3 WaTaxcs i MoTaxcs CiMo | 0BaMO i, He MOryLLy MU yAep)XXaTUCs, Nafox aku Knaaa i
yCnox, i cnax TaMo HeABMXMM, aKn MepPTB, AoHAEXe BO3Cis yTPpo. CME XX BUCTb He iHOE, AKO
HaBOXX[EHi€ NpeoKasaHHOI BiabMKn. NMoaobaeTb y60 ix gobpe NpMBTIOKNTK, Aa iI3NNIOTb OOXKAb i3 CBOIX
COKPOBEHHOCTEeN i fa OpOCATb 3eMJII0.

— §K »Xe HaM, NaHe PUropoBunyy, 3a HUX Y39TUCb, W06 BOHW BEPHYM AOLWi i wob Ham He Hapobunn
onicnsa AKoi KanocTi?

— He ycTpawwnmcs i He yboimca! — cka3aB naH MicTpsk. — bna)keHHUs i BiYHUSA CNaBu OCTONHMA



nam’aTi, NPICHOMNOMUHAEMUI poauTENb Bal i oTelb, Yac MNaHacoBuY, BeneninHUm naH COTHUK
npexpabpoi KOHOTOMNCLKOI COTHI, €EF0 XKe MyapoMy YNpaBJ/ieHito yCA BCeNeHHas AnByBaca — i Aa
MOYMETb HAA HUM 3eMJia NepoM, — Ton 3 cumm Babamm ermneTcbkMKM, MPOCTO peLn, BiibMamu,
ynpasnsecsa bnarovyectnsomyapeHHo. [1oBnieTs i BaM, 406poAito, Mo NPpUMipy OHOMY HEBMYCTUTESIbHO
COTBOPEHIE YHUHUTML.

— A L0 X NOKINHUIA NaHoTeUb 3 HUMK pobunB? KaXkn NnLLEHb, MOXE, | § TeX 3yMito 3pobuTtin?

— YacTonoMmHaeMnin 0Telb Ball X BO3XULLALLE iy pidui Tonnswe. Ale Kaa CyTb BilbMa, Ta He
Norps3HeTb Ha AHO PIYHOE, alle | KaMeHb XXEPHOBHUI Ha BUI €51 MPU-4enioTh; alle XXe HenpuyacHa
€CTb 31y ceMy, abue norpsa3HeTb y BoAi. [0oBeNiTb, NaHe COTHUKY, YU TOMUTb iX?

— Ta TonuTb X! Hawo negawlo xanyesaTb? — pillMB Y1acoBm.

— bnaro ecTb, — Kaxke nucap, — yTpy CyLly MOBEJO yCA YCTPOITH, KO e 0bu4ar npu Takomy
Ka3yci byBa€eTb, i yce byaeTb 6n1aroninHo; a y YepHiros B)xe He nigemo?

— Ta Hi, naHe nucapto, He Niaemo. TiNbKW... 9K 61 BiAKPYTUTUCL Bif HUX?

— Ta BiAKPYTUMOCSH, MaHe COTHUKY; i cero paan abue HemeaJ iHHO MOLUEMO TiHLS MKW, KPUBOrO
[nbKa XBep-nyLweHKa, Aa WKaHAMba€eTb 40 BMLILLOO HavyabCTBa 3 IEMNOPTOM, L0 HAM HE MOXKHa Y
noxon iTu, 3aHe)xe Mu obaye Norpy>Kaemo BigboM y 6e3Hy Haloro cTaBka, e WwaTbCs norybutn
yBECb MUpP, COKPUBLLE JOX b Y COKPO-BEHHOCTSAX CBOIX.

— [obpe, pobpe, NnaHe nucapto, 0Tce MK Jyxe Myapo npuayManu. I4iTb Xe Ta NUWiTb 1enopT, a g
LLLOCb, PO3rOBOPIOIOYM 3 BaMU, KPINKO crnaTu 3axoTiB. MaB 6yno po3kasaTu i npo ceoto bigy, Tak He
30yXalo, Tak i KyHs10... — TaK Ka3aB naH COTHUK, KPIrKo rno3ixak4u.

Ocb Mpokin Puroposuy niwoB Nopsaok AaBaTh, K 3aBTPa BiAbOM TonNUTKU, @ MukuTa Ynacosuy nir
CNoYMBaTL Ta Hamnepemn TPoxXa YM i He CbKaBCb.

Ha pyKy KoBiHbKa HawoMy naHny [Mictpaky. 3pobue 3 NaHOM COTHMKOM, WO Nomy Tpeba byno i 4yoro
MOMY [aBHO XOTiNnock. MNowus y AypHi, Niaggis, Wwob He ciyxaB NpeanucaHia HavasbCTBa, He MLWOB Y
YepHiris, Moxe, Big TaTap abo Big naxiB BiAbMBaTNCh; a MOKM KPUBMIA XBEPYLLEHKO 3 O4HOI HOrO
JowkaHanba i Ha4anbCTBO NPOYMTa NENOPT, WO NaH KOHOTOMNCbLKUIA COTHUK, 3aMiCTb Aina,
NPUAHABCHL BiAbOM TOMUTMW, NOAYMa, LLO BiH TO ByB HEPO3YMHWIA, @ TO BXE 1 30BCiM oAypiB... "MeBHO,
0ro 3MiHATb, @ COTHMKOM HAaCTaHOB/ATb... BXe X HiKoro binbL, gk MeHe". Tak AyMa cobi
PUroposmy; Ta KaXMKHYBLUK, SIK MaH AAK, 301Mpatoymcb YuTaTK NONyHOLHMLIO, AyMa: "l yparoBum
6abam i MonoanLAM, XTO MEHi AKYCb KanoCTb pobus, abo... TEE-TO... He COTBOPMLLA NOCAYLUAHIS...
3Hal0 TaKiBCbKKMX... YCiM Bigaa4y, no3anonickyto ix gobpe! Cnacubi, Lo mMin gypeHb rHe Wk i fize 'y
6iny, sk Biny apmo. Tenep, Mpokone, TiNbky naHan!" Nani 3auxHyB, Ta cam cobi a>x rofI0CHO CKa3aB:
"3in0 gns Haworo bpaTymka, XUTPOro Ta PpO3yMHOro nucaps, NtobesHoe Aino eCcTb, €erga
Ha4YaNbCTBYOLWNA TakKUA OYPEHb, SK Hall NPiCHONOMUHAEMNA NaH 3abpboxa! He ockyaie i gecHMuUS, i
LUYMLS, | BOCMONHAETHCA KULLEHA | CKpuHA. He BMeHLWwn, boxe, TakiBcbkux!"

v

CMyTHO i HeBeceno byno pa3 ypaHLUi y chaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MicTe4ykoBi KoHoTOMi. X04 A0 cxon
COHLA, NOKW e N MicsiLb He rapa3f CX0BaBCb, i NiAHABCb Byn0 No ycim ByMUAM roMiH, biraHHs,
KPWK, ranac; Ta v CTUXJ0, i yBeCb HapoA Le3, Tak WO Hi N0 XaTaM, Hi N0 BY/IMLSAM HEMA HIKOTiCiHbKO,
MOB Y LUMHKY Ha BEJIMKAEHb Nepesd ByTpeHeto. TilbKN N 4yTW, WO KOPOBU CKiNlbKN € AyXY PEBYTb,



3aTUM Xa3alKy He NAYTb IX OOITW | HE AyMaloTb BUraHATU iX 40 Yepeaun; Tensta no XaiBusam, 4yoyu,
LLLO IX MaTKWN peByTb, MEKalTb i MOAAI0Th rof10C, HiIbU NPOCAYMCH, Wob i iX WBMALLEe BUNYCKaau;
OBEYKN MEKEKAITb; KO3U Cobi TeX 3a HUMK, Ta TYNoTATb, Ta BiraloTb MO 3aropogi, WyKawTb, Kyan 6
TO BUCKOYUTW i 3a coB0I0 OBEYAT MOBECTU; KOHI PXKYTb Ha yCe Ceno, ax< JiyHa no 30pi nae; no xnisuam
FYCU rerekalTb, Kaykn KaxkKalTb, KBOYKM KyAKyAakaloTb — 60 ycskee auxaHie 6e3 4010Bivoi
MOMOLLi CTpaXKaa; a Yyl4dn Takui reant, cobaku To bpexann, a To BXXe CTanu BUTK; Mani ANTUHATA,
TakKi, WO e He 34YyXXaloTb XOOAUTW, Na3aTb KPYr CBOEI 3aMepTol XaTu Ta, y4enuBLINChL PyY4eHATaMn 3a
npucny, CUIKYKYUCh, NiAHIMETLCSA Ha HOXKEHATa Ta 3Hage Ha NpUCni CKiNoYyKy, Ta, y38BLWN y poT, i
CMOKYe 3aMiCTb KiCTKW, Ta K CTaHe y pyKax ii MoBOpoYyBaTK, HE BAEPXUTbCS Ta... MNOCb BN'ATb Ha
[ONIBKY, Ta 1 3anfayve; a TyT LyLEeHS, Xxoaa4m 6113bKo, 3HaewW, i cobi ronoaHe, niginge ta n 06amnsye
CNi30HbKK | Kpan HOCa, | B POTi A3MKOM BUAMXKE, TO TYT AUTUHA, HE BMitO4YN 0OOPOHUTMUCA Bif
LYLEHSATHN, LLIe N Ay>KYe 3aro/ioCMTh, AyMatkoym, Wo XTo-Hebyab Nnpubixntb noro o06opoHUTN i
obiTepTun... Tak Wwo x 60! XaTn No ycboMy MiCTE4KOBI N03annpoBaHi; Bo3u, nayrun, 6opoHun, pana, oe
6y 3Be4opa NOHaNaroAXXyBaHi, Tak cobi i CTOATb; BOJIW, MOIBLUN CBOK COMOMKY i 6avayn, Wo HiXTo
iX He HanyBa i He 3anpsara, No3puHanu i Niwnm cobi No ByAMUAM i e He B3pSATb Kanadnkym abo poMeH i
yCSKUIM Byp’siHeLUb, TO TaM i NaCyTbCH...

bins nskoBoi WKoAM — xo4 61 To6i oanH wkonsap! | naH CUMEeoH, foxuaayn ix, XoanTb 6ins wkoau,
NaroAs4ncb Ha NOXOPOHM | CNOMUHAKOYM NMPO KYTil0 3 MeAOoM, Ta NUAbHEHLKO NMPU3MPAETLCA Ha OBIp
cTtaporo Kupuka, Lo B4Opa BXE i MaCNOCBATIE HA4 HUM NPaBWX, Tak YU He KYPUTbLCS B HbOMO 3
Tpybu, Wwo, Moxe, BXe i 06if BaploTb, KO BXe BiH BMep; Tak 6a! i Tpyba He KypuTbcs, i y ABOPI
HIXTO He LWaCTaeTbCA.

"Ekxe, ekxe! Hernm Bo3cTaHeTb 04 oapa 60ni3HI?" — ayMa naH CMMEOH i po3cyxaa, Xoaa4u no
HaBip't0, fKi TO NOAM Tenep Tyri Ha 340POB’A Ta AOBIrOBiYHI CTasM; CNOM'siHE NPO X0Nepy, AK-TO iM
Torai 6yno Myapo XuTK, Ta 3ANXHE BaXKKO, YBiAe y XaTy Ta 1 CTaHe Pi3Ku B'A3aTU Ha LLIKONSPIB,
wob Hap Kum-Hebyab cepue CBOE 3irHaTH...

Mo Bropoaam 6yp’siHeLb | BEANYEHbKWIA, Ta HIXTO X TO NOro i He AyMa NOJIOTK, XO4 Canku i exaTb
6ing HbOro; a MpoMeX rPAfoK 3 po3Cafoto Ta bypsakamm Ta NPOYO0 0BOLLOK A06pe cnpaBasoTbLCS,
XploKato4u, CBUHI 3 nopocsaTamu, i bangyxe, Wob wo-Heby b Xa3snkaM 30CTaBUTK: yCe NOBMILAOTH i
HOCOM KOMatoTb Taki HOBi FPAAKM, L0 NInXa MaTepi ONiCNsS HUX Xa3daika i y ABa AHA Y flaf He foBeje;
a Terep HikoMy ix i BUrHaTun, 60 Hema Hikoro... Ta 1 Wo To: i y caMUX LUMHKaX NYCTICIHbKO; LWMHKapP
Apima i cobi, Ha naBi, 60 HIKOriCiHbKO, He TO W06 ropinKy NUTK, Ta N XIHKK 3 HEBICTKaMN HEMa, Tak
TUM-TO HiXTO NOMYy He BOPOHUTL | ApiMaTK; NOCYANHA B HbOIO, K LUEe 3Be40opa NonepecrnonickyBas Ta
NOpPO3CTaBAsAB, TaK BOHA i CTOITb, | HIXTO HE HAaBEPHETLCSH Y LWNHOK i HOrOoH0...

Ta 4oro X Le Tak y C/laBHOMY COTEHHOMY MICTEYKOBI, Y KOHOTOMI, 4YOro Tak CTaso TUXO i CMYTHO, LLO
He YyTW HISKOro Hi Bif KOro rnacy? | Hi Ha O4HIV BY/IULi He 30CTpiHeLw Hi 04HOrro Y0/10BiKa, HeHavye —
Hexamn 6or munye! — yci noau y ycim mictedkosi noeMupanu, abo — i To He Jiyvye cMepTi — KPUMCbKI
TaTapu noxanann? [le ce BOHW NoAiBaanck, Wo noeigbdiranu i xa3ancTea CBOro, i 4iTO40K
MaHeceHbKMx? Ta Hexal 61 BXKe XIiHKW: 1M X04 Linni OeHb, 3ibpaBlINCh Y Ky4y, TEPEBEHI NPaBUTK, a
IO MY>XMKMK iX Ta AiTn 6e3 obiga, Tak TO iM i AapMa; a TO X i Hi 0AHOr0 Y0NI0BiKa y Ceni HeMa, Ta LWo
TO: | TaKOi ANTMHK, WO BXXe 6ira, i Takoi He 30cTpiHeww!.. [le ) To BOHM €? Ere! AX reH-reH yci
3ibpannca Kpyr CTaBka Ta M AMBNATHCA... A Ha BilLO AUBAATLCA, Tak raw, ran! Takoro NnpuBMAEHIS
HaBPAL YM € XTO Yy HALLOMy celi camMui cTapun, wob Tamus, ske Tenepeyka byae B KoHoToni... Ta wo
X Tam Take?

Mecepen cTaBy yoUTO YOTUPK Nani TOBCTEHLKMX, @ Yropi N03B'A3aHO BipbOBKaMK Ta BM'ATb SKOCb-TO
XWTPO Ta MyZpO NepennyTyBaHO; Ta y KOXHIl nani yropi aipka npogosbaHa i Tyan BipboBKa
NPOCYHYTa... A N0 CTaBKy i34ATb JI0OAN Y YOBHAX, @ BOHW He pubanku, 60 B HAX Ha YOBHAX He CiTi i He
B'ATepi, @ TeX BipbOBKMU... A 10 Ha Bepesi, Tak TaM-TO OTTO YBECb HAPOJ, i3 CTAaBHOM0 COTEHHOIr0



MicTedyka KoHoTOoNa iLle 3ibpaBCh, SK i COHLLE He CX0AMN0, i MicAub Herapasg 3anLos... OT TamM-To i
MaTepi, WO NOKNAANAM | XaTu, i MaHEHbKMX AiTOYOK, i MOPOCATOK, | MTULIO, | KOPOBOK, i MO NeYyam He
Tonuaun. OT TaM-TO i YOJI0BIKM, WO MOKNAAAN OOMaA HEeOYKMX XIHOK i CKOTMHY i no3abyBanu, Lo
Tpeba y none ixaTu... Yci, yci no3bupannca ansutncs, ska TyT byae npossa...

Ta yumano X ix TyT i 6yno! | no Bcbomy bepery, i Kpyrom no ropbukam, oT K 3epHa y MilloK
HabpaTw, Tak ix TaM TicHo 6yno. A xnonui Ta nignapy6o4i, KOTpUM i3-3a NIIOAEN HIYOro He BUIKO, Tak
aXX Ha Bepbu No3nasmnam i BKpUAK ix, MOB Ti FaskMu...

A KpuK, a FOMiH Bif Toro Hapogay, 6ateykun! HeHaye BoAa WyMUTb, K y NoBiab rpebnio npopse: yci,
yCi pa3oM roBopsTb, i HIXTO HIKOr0 He C/yXa, a BXe HIXTO, AK Halli XiHOYKN-LOKOTYyxu! OT TaM-To i
LUMHKAPKa 3 HEBICTKaAMK CBOIMMU, WO 6€3 HUX TiNIbKW LUMHKAPEBI | BUCMATUCh; FOBOPATH, LWebeyvyTsb,
PO3Ka3ylTb: XTO BYOpa ByB Yy HUX Y LUMHKY, Ha CKiSIbKWY BUNWUB 3a FPOLLI, Ha CKiNbKU XTO Habop y34B,
XTO L0 3aCTaBMB, XTO 3 KUM i SIK MONAABCA, KOr0 NPUNLLISIA XiHKA Ta 3aHANa 3 WUHKY, XTO XIHKY Y
NOTUANLKO MOrHaB i 0YiNOK 3 Hel 361B, L0 BOJIOCOM Ha BCHO BYIMLIKO 3aCBiTUNA; SK AiBYaTa,
obMaHo4K, 3amicTb ByuiMTo B6aTbKOBI, Ans cebe KynyTb ropifky Ta No Bropogam HULLEYKOM 3
napybkamm n’toTb, Ta, NOHANMBABLUMCA, Nepeknaannca Ta boponuca Ta... "lMogi-6o! He yce
po3Ka3ymn!" — 3aromoHifa WMHKapKa Ha HEeBICTKY, Tak Ta  3aMOBK/a; a Wocb, MabyTb, gobpe xoTina
KasaTu...

A TaM, 3 pyroro KiHus, kpan Bep6, LWKONAAPI 3aMiCTb TOro, WOO y LKoY NTK Ta KOMY 3 4acnoBUS,
KOMY 3 NCaNTUPa CTUXWU TBEPAUTU, @ KOMY MHO-T/I0 CKNagaTu, BOHW, 3ibpaBLUnNCh Y KYMKy, Ta
CKOHIMOHOBAN BipLWy Ha CBOro AsfKa, Ta HULLEYKOM Ha LWOCTWI rnac i BUCMIBYOTb:

Mpungite yci NpUxoxaHu,

MoaueiTeck, Hali BCi 4SKW N'aHi,

A Hanbinbwe CumeoH — obave,

Opf ropinkum Hivoro He bave,

N Ha Kpwiaci He BMI€ cniBaTw,

| ncanTups 3abys yntatn,

Tinbkn 1 BMi€ WKonapam cybiTkn gasatu,
[Hecb asa4mnxa pa3 Nomy rosoBy Muna,

A, i3MMBLUW, CBIT/I0 Noracuna...

AK XKe Bpixe iX Ha cim cnoBi naH CMMEOH Pi3KOto, WO 3 AOMY MPUHIC; Ta SK NOXEHE iX Hel A0 LWKOoAun,
a caM, NoraHsAYK ix, 60XXUTbCSA, WO 3a CIo NPUKIaAKY, onpiv cybiTkn* (*KapaHHS LWKONAPIB Mo
cyboTax.), Wwo no 3akoHy nofoba, byae ix WKBapuTK WO B Bora feHb Linnn micsaub...

A Tam, 6ina MAKHKa, OT TaMm Wo AieTbca! Man, ran! AX TpUAUATb KO3aKiB, XTO 3 MiKOK, XTO 3
Haramkot, XTo 3 O06pPUM KMEM, XTO 3 BiDbOBKOIO, @ XTO 3 KOJIAKOI0, Ta YCi X TO AepXXYTbCA MiLHO 3a
BiPbOBKW, @ TUMM BipbOBKaMu 3B'3aH0 ax Cim 6ab... A 110 To 3a 6abu, Tak g BaM po3Kaxy.

Mepwa — 36yab-Bik Mpicbka Ympsayka, 3Mosioay He pa3 cuiina y KyHi* (*Cugina nig apewtom,
NPUKyTa A0 LLEePKOBHOI CTiHM 3@ HEMOPaAJIbHI BYMHKMW.), MO3BOAMAA Ha TOWN CBIT aX TPbOX MYXXWUKIB |
ycto xygoby nonepesoaunna Ha 3in14 Ta KOPiHLi Ta Ha YCAKi NiKK, Ta N NiYUTb NI0AEN YK Bif
NIMXOMaHKW, 41 Bif rpusii Big 3ayLlwHMUb, 60 BOHa 3M0/104Y AaBWa 3iHCbKE LLIEHS; 3HiIMa OCTyay,
nepenonox BUANBA, 3/IM3YE Bif YPOKIB, COHALHWUL 3aBapIOE... i HOro-TO BOHa He 3Hana? | fo Hei 3
yCix MiClb, @) BEepPCTOB 3a ABaALATb, HADKAXKaM D0NALLi; TO iHLIOMY, KOMY XUTW, TO 1 NOMOXe, a
KOMY BMepTK, TO 3apa3 nicnsd ii Boan i BMpe; To lMpicbka i Kaxe: "He Tak BiH Heoy»aB, Wwo6b nomy
XunBoTiTn!" Pa3 naH MicTpsik Ta nonpocus ii, wob gana nomy nobouwlis, Wob NOro ycska 4u Aiska, yu
MONOAMLSA, Ha SKY OKOM HakuHe, Wwob noro nontobuna; oTxe X To BUNMB TUX NtobOLLiB Ta # NiloB Ha
BEYOPHMLUI, Ta Ti/IbKK 6y0 WO PO3XOAMBCh... K XKE NOMY 3aBaanTb! Tak i gogomy He pobir. OT 3



TOro 4acy i CTaB Ha Hel roHuTenNb!

Opyra 6yna Xvmka Pabokobunnxa, ctap 40N0BiK, 3aMMpaia Ha CBOIM BIKY; i BXXe KOJIX B KOO LLLO
nponage, TO  He AyMal iTKU 4O BOPOXKKM; BOHa CaMiin yMini 6pexHto 3a4acTb, a CKaXke Ha Toro, Ha
KOro X04e Ta Ha Koro cepamnTa. A i K He BipUTKU, KOJIM BOHa, 3aMmupasLun, 6adnna, ske Ha TiM CBITi €
MyYeHi€ i 3n04igKam, i TabawHmnkam, i bpexyHaM, i MaHApbOxaM; Tak Byo Koro i 4o paTyLi
npuBeayTb, NiMMaBLLM Ha BakLwi 3 oripkamu abo y KOMOpi 3 CanoMm, Ta KON XMKa CKaxke, Lo He BiH
BKpaB, To Byno 3apa3 i NyCcTATb Ta NPMHbMAIOTLCS 3@ TOro, Ha KOro XMMKa Ckaxe, Xo4 Noro Torgiiy
ceni He 6yno. OTTak Byno ckaszana pa3 i Ha NaHa lNicTpsaka — Wwo To! i CTapWKUHM HEe MUHYNa! — Wo
OyuimMTO BiH y YonoBika 64)X0nun nigpiszas. BoHO NOMY TaK i MUHYIOCS, 3BICHO, IK MUCAPIO, TiNIbKU BXXe
BiH Ha Hei 3 Til nopu Hauinus.

TpeTa — fABnoxa 3ybuxa, cTapa-CTapa Ta npectapeHHa! Ane cTapi a4iawn, Wwo BXe Hacuay Horu
BOJIOYYTb, Ta PO3Ka3ylTb, WO Wwe Sk byan BoHn nignapyboynmu, Tak BoHa i Tori Taka cTtapa byna,
K | Tenepeykun; Tak Wwo, Kkoam 6 He 36pexaTn, byno i NiT n’'aToecaT 3poay. | KaxyTb NPo Hel nan,
LLLO BOHA AK YAleHb, TO i CTapa, a fK COHLe 3aX04UTb, TaK BOHa i MOJIOLIE; @ y caMy rayny niBHiy
CTaHe MONOAEHbKOIO AiBYMHKOM, a TaM i CTaHe CTapuTbCs | 40 CXOA COHUSA BN'ATE CTaHe cTapa, K
byna y4opa. Tak BOHa ik MOMOJIOAIE, TO N HadiHe Biny COPOYKY i KOCK pO3NyCTUTb, SK AiBKa, Ta i
nige OoiTh No ceny KOpoB, 0OBeYarT, Ki3, kobun, cobak, Kiwok, a no 6onoTam xab, awepuub, ragiok...
Y)XKe nak Taka He 340iTb, KOro 3agyMa! Xou i Hi 3a WO i HIYOro HemMa, TO BOHa Takuh BO3bMe CBOE. Pa3
naH nucap Puroposuy 4nuTtas nepes rpoMafolo AKecb-TO npepnucaHie Big Ha4yanbCTBa, | X04 Nepes
TUM [HIiB 3 N'ATb KPIMNKO KypuB, a TYT Cklagas fobpe i Bxxe Byno no sepxam y3sBCb, K 0Cb i nae
3ybuxa, Ta  FASHyNa Ha HbOrO, i TiINIbKW | BCbOro, LLLO BCMiXHYNACh; TakK L0 X? BiH 3apa3 bymary 06
3eMJIt0, NiATUKABCA Ta i gaBan Berepi* (*Pig TaHU.) CKakaTu nepef rpomagoto. CMixy 6yno Takoro,
o He To wo! Ta 3 Toro 4acy i ctas naH MicTpsaK, TiNbKU X04 TPOLLKK NOryns, To 3apas3 i NoXxeHe
xumepun. OTTaka-To byna ca fAsgoxa.

YeTBepTa — Ma3bKa lMcto4mnxa, He 3 Tak CcTapa. Tak Ta yCe HULWKOM, He XBaNf4nUCh, YaKYE. TiNbKK i
6ayaThb ii, WO AK yCi nonsralTb CNaTK, a BOHa i BUAAE HAABIp Ta 1 MaxHe PyKow. To Kyan MaxHyna,
Tyau i Xxmapw niayTe. A xT0 6 TO A0 Hel He npuiwos, Wwob abo noBopoxxunna, abo gana akux nikie, abo
X0 LWo-Hebyab Take, Tak X04 Lo 6 i1 MOKNOHY He NMPUHIC, HIYOro i He 03bMe i Kaxke: "f HiYoro He
3Hato; idiTh cobi retb!" Hy, Hy! Taka To i He 3Ha!

M'ata byna [Jomaxa Kap/oykiBHa. 9K Lie 3Mo04y AiByBasa, Tak Taka Oyna xopolua, LWwo i
pO3Ka3aTun He MOXXHa. 3p0CTOM Cobi HeBeNMYKaA: X04 Y AKY XaTy BBi4e, TO rOJIOBOKO CTeNi AOCTaHe,;
cyxa Ta umbaTa; Ha rosioBi BOJI0CCS, K Ha Ky>XesNli BOBHa, @ KOJIX p0334BMTb POT, TakK i lonaTa yhise;
HICOYOK, K y psibus; a K AnBUTbCA 3 KOHOTOMNa o4nuamMKn, Tak ogHuM y Kuie, a apyrum y binaropoga,
Ta N Ti MOB CMEeTaHOI0 3aninJieHi; a IM4YKoM BiNeHbKa, K YyMallbka COpPoYKa, Ta LWe K TOMYy MOB
rpabnamu yca TBap ii noapsinaHa. OT 3 TakO-TO KPacoto AiByBasia BOHa, AiByBana; NepLl xagana
nonoBuYiB, Aani cnycTuna Ha nucapis 3 paTywwi, 3abaxxana onicng Bxe i xnibopoba, Tak 6a! i AM4maH
He AnBUTbLCSA. Hivoro pobuTk! nos’'s3ana Cigy ronosy, nepenLusa XuWTn y NycTKy, WO Ha nesadi, Hag
60s10TOM, Ta 11 CTaNa YakayBaTu Ta NIIOAAM KanocTi pobuTn. Bxxe i He gyman ii HixTo 3aHATU! OcCb
TiNIbKM He MOKJ/IOHUCH 11 3BMYaHEHbKO, abo NxHM He Bayvayun, abo wo-Hebyab, TO 3apas i 3aNAWmnTb:
"Byael MeHi, NeCbKNn CUHY, TAMUTK; TpuBan nuweHb!" To Tak i €: abo, xoaa4m, cniTkHewwcs, abo 3a
obigom nogasuwics, abo n'aHMN Wo-Hebyab 3arybuLl, a BXe He MUHeTbCA! Tak Tobi: Xo4 — 9K Tam
KaXKyTb — He Ternep, a B 4eTBep, X04 Yepes rof, TiNbKK BXe He nponge To6i gapom. AX CTpaLLHO
Binbw npo Hei i po3kasysaTtu. Lyp in! LWe wob He npucHWnacs...

LWocTta byna Bekna, ctaporo LUTupi HeBiCTKa, a cboMa YcTa XKonobuxa; Tak Hexam BXe XTO iHWNi
PO3Ka3ye€, a MeHi HiKOJIN: YOroCb KOHOTOMCHKMNA HAapO4 3aroMOHIB | 3aKOMOLUMBCh, | KOMYCb
PO3CTYNalTbCA | Jal0Th A0 CTaBKa AOPOry, Tak BXXe NakK He A0 MOPOCAT, KON CBUHIO CMansTh.



Vv

CMyTHWUI | HEBeCeNNIA, HAaAyBLUWCh, K TOM IHAMK nepepq iHan4YkKamm, xBabpoi KOHOTONCLKOI COTHI NaH
COTHUK, MunkunTa Ynacosmny 3abpboxa, iie 4O KOHOTOMCHKOro CTaBka. X04 Ha HbOMY | YepKeCKa CMHS 3
no3aknayBaHMMM Ha3ag BUAbOTaMM | TaTapCbKMM MOACOM MignepesaHa, i HOXMK Ha NaHU0XKY 3a
HbOr0 3aCTPOMEHUI, | NMKa BMUTAa, | bopofa BUrosieHa, i Ha rooBi Wwarka, Ta gk nomy bynm oui
3acnaHi i HagyTi, To 1 BUAHO Byno, Wo BiH Uiny HiY rynsas. Ta n npasga X byna: 3 Xypbu uUiniciHbKy
Hi4 CMOKTaB HocaTKy, a Na3bka, HaHbMUYKa NOro, 3Hal gonmeana. Tak nicns Takoi poboTn Konm He
BMCNMLLICA, TO 1 ByaeLwl fOBro YMeniB CyxXaTu; S BXXe Ce 3Hato. Tak Kyaun X Nomy He ByTu cMyTHOMY i
HeBecesioMy? X0M i NiginwWwoBs 40 N4en, Wo nepes HUM yci Wanky No3HiMann i MOKJIOHATLCS oMY,
a BiH ife cobi, HagyBLWWCh, i Hi Ha KOro i He ANMBUTLCS, TiNbKK LWOKK po3ayBa, Wwob yci 3Hanu, wo BiH
TYT-30€eCb € CTapLUNA.

OT niginwoB A0 CTaBKa, KNHYB OKOM CIOAN-TYAN Ta N KPUKHYB Pi3HO:
— A wo?

— CoBepLueHie yrotoBacs, — Bifii3BaBCb 40 KOHOTOMNCLKOI COTHI nucap, Mpokin Puroposumy MicTpsk,
CTOA4M Binsd KanaBypHUX, LLO CTEPErsin HU3KY BiAbOM, i MPUAMBAAIOYMNCL MUIbHO, LWOO KOTPa 3 HUX,
nepeknHyBLINCb abo copokoto, abo cBMHel, Ta He fana 6 Abopy; a K NoYyB FOMiH CBOro
HavasibHMKa, TaK 3apas, 3HABLUW LWarnoYKy, i NiAiNWoB [0 HbOro, i MOKNOHWBCb NOMY HU3EHbKO, i
Ka)ke: — BoxxaeniHHOro ymoi3CcTynneHisi, 3 AHEBHMM MicTonpebuBaHiem, Bam, NaHe COTHUKY,
yTpecyrybnsemo!

— Cnacubi! — cka3aB rosoCcHo YnacoBuy, He po34yxaBLUMCh, LLIO NOMY HaroBOpmB NaH MiCTpsK, Tex
He BMIBLUMA A0 nafgy C/IoBa CKa3aTu, a Tak, Wo Ha yM 36peae; Ta npu TiM CNOBi Ti/IbKM TPOXKU NigHAB
LanKy 3 roJIoBM Ta MepLLUin il HaMNJICHYB BN'ATb Ha FOM0BY Ta N CKa3as NoBaroMm, yCiX 031patoym i Hi
Ha KOro He AMBASYNUCL: — 300p0Bi! — A ce BXe 3BICHO, | yCIOAM Tak MOBOAUTHLCS, L0 YUM HaYasIbHUK
LYPHILWWA, TUM BiH ropAiwni, i 3Ha AMeTbCS, MOB LLUKYPaTOK Ha BOTHi.

— 3po0pos. 6yB, 6aTbKy, BE/IbMOXHUIA NaHe COTHUKY! — 3aknekoTina rpoMaja, 3aryJsiv 4onoBikuy,
3a/14LL1ano XiHouTBO, 3anuLana AiTeopa, Ta ¥ MOKJIOHUINCE NOMY HU3EHBKO...

OT Puroposuy i wen4ye naHy MMKWUTOBI Ha BYXO:
— CoTBOpANTE X AiNOHaYMHaHiE, yrob3iTe y Hawin NManecTuHi NopsaoK...

— Llyp oypH#, Ta Macna rpyfaka! — wenHyB NOMY Ha BifBIiT NaH YNacoBmY, — SK MeHi yKob3uTu, 4m
SK TaM, KOJIM HIi40ro i He BTOpoNato, Lo Ce Take i €.

— TaK He TBOpIiTe XX MeHi BO3KJIOHEHIs Hi y €OHIM aini! — cKa3as nucap Ta 1 NiloB A0 CBOro gina.

Ere! Ta x04 Haw naH COTHMK, MuknTa YnacoBuY, i He MaB 4eB'ATOI KJIENKK, Ta Lie TaKn CTiJIbKK
rny3ay cTano, wob posibpaTu, WO KOAK, KaXke, He Min, TO N He MUKaNCS B pu3n. 30BCiM He TSMUB
Lina, TaK i He BepelyBaB BXe Hi4Y0ro, He Tak, AK Hall reHepasibHUA Cyaas, Hexan LapcTeye! Ton
Oyno — i He gymMam oro 30MMHUTK: Y1 OO fiNa, YW He [0 Jina, 3Hal nignucye, wo nonaga. MNucap
byno 3onuHsae, — Tak ge! "He xo4y, — Kaxe, — wo6 Aino Bansanocs; nignuwy, oT nomy i KiHeub!" To,
6yno, nucap, KoM TiibKn NobaynTb, WO Cyaasa y Konerito nge, 3apa3 i XxoBa yci 6ymarkku, a To BiH iX
yCi 3apa3 i nonignuuwye. Pa3 — o, cmixy 6yno! (5 we cny>Xus Tohi y KONerii i BYNBCb CKNaAN nucaTw,
60 6yB We xs10n’a No AeB'ATHaAUATOMY rogy) — nNuMcapyaTa y344au Ta U cnucanm Taky bymary, wob
CyAneBiy YeHUi NOCTPUITUCH, @ NOr0 XiHKY BigAaTh 3aMiX 3a naHa 0603HOro, Wo 3 Heto byno



4aCTeHbKO Yy NiCOK 3a rybamu xoamnaun. Hy, Ta 1 NONOXUAN TON AUCT Nepes Cyaneto; TiNbKN Takn Lo
BBINLLOB, CiB, M0ba4MB TON NNCT, NOTAr Ao cebe, nepexpecTnBCb Ta N Kaxe: "LLLob6 Hepgosro moputu!
Hexal MeHi AsKyloTb, L0 WBMAKO iSO PilUMB; @ BUHYBATWI HEXaW XaNKye Ha cebe". Ta ympk! i
nignucas "pyKot BAACHOK". A XJ10MLUi — KUX, KNX, KUX, Knx! Hacnny nucap ix y noTuanuio
MOMpPOroHIOBaB i, PO3TOJIKYBaBLUM CyAAEBI TON NNCT, MOPBaB MOro Ha WMaTKW... Ta gapMa; bynemo
CBOE [LOrOBOPIOBATMU. .

OT naH YnacoBuy CTOITb, Cobi, y39BLWINCL ¥ BOKK, IK TON XBEPT, LLO Y KMUIBCbKIi rpamaTLi, ax oCb i
niginwoB Ao Hboro XoMa Kannbeppaa, ctap 40N0BiK, Ta, 3HABLUW, LWWAMNKY, NOKJOHMBCL NOMY pa3iB 3
N'aTb, @ AaJli OCMIZIMBCb | KaXe:

— Cnacmbi BaM, NnaHe Ynacosm4y, LLO KOXaETeCb y CTapoBUHiI. LLle NoKinHWMI Bal JifycCb, NaH
OnaHac,.Taku 3abpboxa, Hexal Hag HUM 3eMnd nepoM! | Ton He AaBaB Hac 306X aaTn. Xo4 TPOXK
OyN10 3acyxa yxBaTe, TO BiH 3apa3 3a MOraHCbKUX BigbOM; Ta SiK TPbOX-4OTUPbLOX BTOMUTL, TO A€ TOW |
nouw, o3bMeTbeA! | yce 6yno rapasa! Lo 1o ctaposuHa! JllobesHe gino!..

— byae n HoBMHa HenoraHa, — CKa3aB NoBarom naH 3abpboxa Ta 1 BiACTYNMBChL Big Kannbepaw,
1106 TOM He Ay>Ke HanasmB Ha HbOro i Wob Yacom He no3anaHibpaTaBCb 3 HUM; Ta W06 WBKMALIE Bif,
HbOrO BiAYENUTUCh, FTYKHYB Ha PuropoBunya i Kaxe:

— A wo?

A TOI, ynopaBLLXCb 30BCiM, i4e A0 HbOr0 i KaxnKae, i ycu 3aKpy4y€e — Ce BXe Taka 3BiCTKa, Lo 3
NMCbMa CTaHe roBOPUTU — Ta N Kaxe:

— Mpucni ypem’s COBOKYMEHIE COTBOPUTM | MOFPY3nUTU HEYUCTOTY BO ICTOYHUKK BOAHUSA. AHYTe,
bpaTie, gep3anTe!

KanaBypHe K03aLTBO, SK NMOYyin NMMCapCbKe NOBEIHIE, 3apas i BigYenunim 3 BigbOMCbKOI HU3KM
Bekny LUTnpunxy; yxonunwm ii MepLLin 3a pyKn i 3a HOrW LYyNKO, Wo6 He BUKPYTUNACk, Ta, PEroYyyu, i
noMyann Ao YOBHiIB... BoHa KpnyumnTb: "Mpobi!" diToukn BiXkaTb 3a HEK Ta roJIoCATb, HEHAaYe BXE BOHA
i HeXXMBa; cTapun LWTnps Tyam X 3a HUMKU WKaHamba, Ta nnadve, Ta Na€ i KO3akiB, i COTHMKA, a
HainyLle nucaps... Tak HIXTO ix | He BBaXa, a Le aeski 3 Kydi kpudaTs: "[epxu-60, Mocune, gyxuye!
6ay, Npy4aeTbcsa..." A iHwni Kaxke "Monanacb? A wo? Ce To6i He KOpoOB y MiBHIY foiTK..." Ta 1 6baraTo
[leyoro npuknagyBann, ax Noku ii 40 YoBHa AOHEC/MW, yTepebnan y 4oBeH, i TYT We nyu, Aep>xau.
K )Xe goHecnn o nasjb, TYT CKPYTUIM 1A BipbOBKaMM PYKW | HOMM rapHEHbKO; Ta BipbOBKM i
nonpoisanu y neThi, Wo Ha nansx, Ta, NigCyHyBLWN ii BIpbOBKAMW Yropy, K MOCHYIM Pa3oM y
BOAY... Ta, Ik KAMEHIOKa, Nilia Ha AHO, ax Tinbku bynbbalikm 3abynbkoTinu!..

— TArHiTe Ha3ag, TArHiTh!.. He BiAbMa BOHa, He BigbMa! — 3aryna rpomaga yB O4WH rosoc, a XTo
MONOALWMI Ta BavXKYe CTOSB, TaK aX KUHYUCb NOMIY faTu TUM, Wwo 6ins BipbOBOK...

— lMorpy>anTe, Norpy>xanTe naye i navye Tpecyrybo oKaspHyto ALiepb XaHaHENCbKY! — SK BiN
pesiB [pokin Puroposuny i cnuHAB Ntofen, Wob He BUTacKyBanu Ha3ag Beknu.

— CnyxanTe MeHe, — Ha yCi 3aBoAun Kpn4aB YNacoBmy. — AKe A COTHUK. A NoBeniBat: TArHITb
Ha3al! Ag)Ke He 3HMPHYNa, Tak BOHa i He BigbMa.

— He BiAibMa, He BigbMa; He 3HWPHY /A, He BiAbMa; TArHITb Ha3aa! — Kpu4aB yBECb HApPOL, i BXe
nucaps HiXTo He NocJslyxas, | BUTArM Beksly 30BCiM MepTBY, Big4enuan Bif BipbOBOK i, HE
KNaOOoBMBLUN Ha 3€MJII0, CTa/IM Ha pyKax Bigka4vyBaTu.

MoKKM cee Aifanoch, NaH COTHMK, BiANOYUBLUKM ONiCNA KPpUKY Ta Typbalii, niaknvkas fo cebe



Pmroposmqa Ta  CNUTaBChb:

— CKaXXn MeHi Ha MWIOCTb: 3a WO ii noseniB TonuTn? XiHKa e He cTapa i baraToro i YecHoro poay;
He 4yTu Oy10 3@ Heto HiKOoI NPUMXMK.

— Cyp)Ky no npasoTi i 6e3 ycskoro BO3KIOHEHIS AiBCTBY, — CKa3aB PUropoBuY, — OHa CyTb X04a
iLe i 6e3 CTapoCTi XOHa, HO iMaTb NiHa3en* (* M'powen.) fo Gica. Mpocmx — i He Aana; No3myax — i
He nosipua; CTpaxi Npefgax — i He BiiKynanacs, skoxe Apyrii npodii. Cboro pagn po3Muc-ymx 1o
NOrpPy3UTW i He i3TOPrHYTW OTTONI, AOHAEXE He OACTb MeHi, 4Oro i KOJIMKO npoLy. XXKusylla, MaTepi
il pyns, Tpecyrybo xuByua. 3pto, Wo BXe il BiaTpycnnn. Hexanm 6narogeHCTBYETb 40 SKOr0 Yacy. A
Bo3fanTe croamn YcTio Beyepuxy! — rykHyB PLUFrOpOBUY Ha KaJlaBypPHUX.

MpuTackanm YcTio, i Te X yce 6yno, Wwo 3 Beknoto, TiNbKn YCTH, K MIOCHYNN i y BOAY, TaK TYyT iR i
aMmiHb! Xou4 | TpyCcnan, Tak i He BifKavanu, Tak i 30cTanach.

MTaBCb NaH COTHWK Y NMMUCaps i Npo Clo, Tak HULLEYKOM oMY npu3nasck: "o, — Kaxe, — xenax
coBoKynuTUCA 3 il awepieto Ogapieto, ay>xe ninoobpasHoto, i BOHa, Tpecyrybo HeyecTmBas, 3aMiCTb
XKEJTAEMOI OiBULi, BO3KJIOHWA Y KULLEHIO MO TUCALWEKNATUIA rapby3 i NOKpW NpeaHss i 3a4HAS MOS
CpamoToto, KO pybuLLem. Tak ce il 3a OHOE AiNo TakoBas NUHXBA..."

AX oCb i nepemiwwas iM TanuMiH JleBypaa, KNaHAYNCb HU3EHbKO, | NPOCUTb:

— byabTe nackasi, NnaHe COTHUKY Ynacosuyy, Moxe 6, cnonockanu i Mok XiHKy Tpoxu, 60 Tpoxu
BOHa Y/ He BiAbMYE...

— [aBaw ii ctogn! — HeHaye npocniBag, Tak 3aroBopus nNaH 3abpboxa. — Y HaC He Nonafanch, 3apa3
NPOBYMMO, a HambiNbLL TKX, WO fobpuX NIOAEN 3aMiCTb PYLLHUKIB Ta rogyoTb rapbysamu. — Ta
3yMaB CBOE JINXO0, 34MUXHYB Ba>KO Ta F0JI0BY NOHYPUB i CTOITb.

A Tpokin Puroposuny Lwe Tinbky novys, 06 YiMm JleBypZa CTaB NpoxaTu, Ta Tak i 3aTPYCUBChb, HEHaYe
LUraH Ha MOpO3i; 04i MOMY Tak i 3abMckanm, NMKa NoYepBoHina, rybu 3agpvxanu i nease-nense
MO>K€ C/10BO MPOMOBUTH:

— A 9K TW... @ 3a WO... TBOI XiHKY NOTONAATA?.. Xiba )X BOHa BonwebCTBYE?

— A Ak e He BoswebCcTCBY€E? — Ka3aB TanuMiH Jlesypaa Ynacosudy. — Ocb cnyxanTe COAMW,
nobpogito! PasiB 3 4eCATOK Take MeHi. NpuBUAEHIE Byo, WO Y CaMy rayny MNiBHIY XTOCb i CTyKa Yy
BIKHO; CTYKa, CTYKa, aX Nokn Mos CTexa, 3HA€ETe, XiHKa, MPOKNHETbLCS; NPOKNUHETLCA Ta i BUAAE 3
XaTW, a 9 N 3aCHY; Ta BXXe Nepef CBiTOM BEPHETLCH; TO A 1 NuTato: "[e Tn, Kaxy, byna?" Ta BoHa 1
Kaxke: "Xogmna 0o KOpoB, Tak OTCe 3Mep3na, Ta i NsxKy". A a4 Kaxy: "Jlaran", a BoHa i 1sxKe Ta,
Kaxke, 3Mep3/1a, a caMa, K BOroHb. Tak ce, bauute, gobpoaito, BOHa He O KOPOB yCTaBana, a
YyakJlyBaTW, NeBHe, YakayBaTW. A TO Ha Til Hefini, Tak 1 BXXe iMeHHO 6a4ynB YopTa XMBICIHBKOr O, OT
K 9 BaC, NaHe COTHUKY, 6bogan 6u 3goposi bynn. Ocb baunTe AK: NoiXaB A Ha SPMAPOK Ta MaB TaMm
nNpobyTn TpW OHi, Ta SK MEHi 3aBaaunno, Tak 'y TOW XKe AeHb i BEPHYBCb Mi3HO YHOYi. CTYK-CTYK Y
XaTy — XiHKa He Bif4YNHA | 3 KUMTOCb PO3MOBJIA Ta PEeroY4eThCs, i CBITNO € B HUX. A K pBOHYB ABepi,
TaK 3allinkKa i BiiCKo4nNa, a g BBIMLWIOB; ANBJIIOCH... aX B HEI B FOCTSAX YOPT, Ta OT, SK 6aynTe,
CJIOBHICIHbKO SIK NaH nucap Mpokin Puroposuny, Hexan 340poB byae; Taka Nomy i nuka, i ogexa, i yce
Take. f 00 YopTa, Ta BiH Bi4 MeHE; A 3a HUM, @ NMPOKAATUN YOPTAKa Ta Y CiHW (a CiHelHi aBepi
3aCyHyB 5l Taku); BiH 6a4nTb, WO Henepennsky, Ta 'y Tpyby; A K 3/19KaloCb, SK BEPHYCb Y XaTy, Ta Ha
Min, Ta WO TO: N KOXXYXOM YKPUBCb, @ CaM APUXY 3 nepensaky, wo 6a4yme YopTa i MO XiHKa 3 HUM
ApYyXUnTb. OT 9 BaM i KaXKy: HENeBHa MOS XXiHKa, 30BCiM HEMeBHa, CNOJIOWiTb il XO4 TPOXKN, MOXE,

Torpgi oo, nige.



— A wo X? Tak i cnonocHyTwW. MNMaHe nucapto! aHy! — Tak-To CKa3aB MaH COTHUK Puroposuyy. Ak xe
TOW KPUKHE Ha HbOro, TakK Lo Hy!

— Y BM 00yann? — 3aKpmyaB Ha HbOro, — Yv BU TakM NOMNPOCTY 0Aypiin? Bam He [OBJIE HiSAKOro
pilleHHs icnyckaTn 6e3 noTpebHOCTI MOET, 3aTuM, Wo Tpeba ycakee Aino yrob3nTu i 3aKoHHee
MPWUCOBOKYMJIEHie COeEaNHNTI. A Tn, racnuacbka Jlesypaa! oT Wwo KacaTenbHO Tebe 3aKoH noseniga:
OHOro HekJt4YMMoro TanmMmoHa JleBypay, HaBa)KAeHieM CBOIM NpPUBEALIEr0 COXUTIE CBOE, CUPIY
XiHKY, 0o opyxenobis, 3 caTaHo, — AyX CBAT Npu Bac, NaHe Ynacosuny! — y6o nonobaets 3a6utm
CAKOMY-TaKoMy CUHY HO3i y Knafy. Aros, xnonui! MNMonMiTe noro i BoABopiTe y paTywly i
NPUCOBOKYNiTE HO3i NOro A0 Kaaau, 60 cam CO3HaHIE Y4MHMB, LLLIO BUAIB | 0CA3aB XUBOro 4opTa; ybo
BiH € KOJIAYH, YaKJYH; BOYTPI€ i301t0 KNAMUN CbOrro rpiLlHKKa.

Mokwn ce MNicTpsK po3ka3yBas, a cepaeLlHoro JleBypay BXe 1 NoMyanu Lo paTywi, a Puroposmy nosis
OKOM Ta 3 AKOICb MOJIOANLEI YOPHSABEHBLKOK 33MPHYBCh, YCMiXHYBCb, MOKPYTUB YC Ta N NYKHYB Ha
KaJlaBypHUX KO3aKiB: "AHYTe, BoABOpANTE Yy npeicnogHii Boan lomaxy KapawukisHy!" | nicna
KapntoykiBHI TiNbKK 3abybKOTIiNO... A rpoMaga, 6ayvaym, Wo BOHa He BUPWHA, 3aroMoHina: "Hi, BoHa
He byna BigbMa, He byna!"

| Mpicbky Ynpsayky, i Xumky Pabokobununxy, i NMa3bKy Mco4nxy TONWAK, | KOTPY BTONWAN, @ KOTPY
BiABONOA4ANN, WO Hapod axk 06 nonu pykamm 6’e Ta AMBYETLCS, WO, Kaxe: "[e X Tad Bigbma? OT ycCix
TOMWAK | YyCAKa MOPUHA, a BiAbMa He 3HaxoamMTbcs". MUKUTaA YNacoBmY BXXe N ApiMaTy CTas; No 1oro,
Tak BXxe 6 nopa i fogomy: 4m byayTb OOLI NTW, YU Hi, NOMY HYXXAWN Mano; He CTaHe CBOro xJiba,
MOMy NpuHecyTb: KoHoTOMN He Mane ceno; 6e3 ceapku i nanku i 6e3 no3mnBaHHA He 06inaeTbCs.

Yce 3Hal nosixa Ta nornsfa Ha cBoro MicTpska, Wo 3afyMaBCb Ta NasibLieM 3Hal WTpUKa To y nob,
TO Y HiC, AyMaB-AyMaB Ta  KpMKHYB: "[laBail 0CTaHKM BO f3MuUsX. Boasopi-ke ciogn Asaoxy 3ybuxy!"
Mpunepnan i Ty, BigOMNXann YOBHOM A0 Nasib, NiAB'A3anaM BipbOBKaMU, NiGHAAN AOTOPW... NIOCk! K
06 OoLwKy, Tak Hawa fBaoxa 06 BoAy, i He NOpKHA, a K pubOHbKa NOBEPX BOAW, TaK i IEXKUTD, |
3060BTAETLCA 3B'A3aHUMIN PyKaMW Ta HOFraMu, BUXWIS YEPEBOM i MOMNEPEKOM i MPUroBOPIOE: "Kynoyku-
KYNYCi, Kyno4Ykun-KynoHoku!"

YBeCb Hapofd Tak i axHyBcb! "OT BiAbMa, TakK, Tak!" —3akpuyanu yci; a MukuTa YnacoBmy siK
nosixa., Ta nobaynB Cee ANBO, Ta TaK NOMy POT PO335BJIEHUI | 30CTaBCb; a [pokin Puroposuny Tak
aX TaHUIO€E NoHaa 6eperoM Ta 3HaM Ha TPYAALWNX KpnynTb: "Bo3TarHiTe we! Bep3iTe BO TbMy
BOAHY!" TaK Lo X 607? 9K He NalnKye, a ABAOCI HiYOro He 3pobuTb. MiATArHYTb, FENHYTH ii CKiNbKK
CWUSIM Y BOAY... TAK HE NOpWHa Ta 1 He MOpKHa, Ta LWe 1 ry3ye Hafg yCiMa, Ta yce 3Hal ToBYe:
"Kyno4YKun-KynoHbKn".

— A BO3HECiTb CiMO KaMeHis i nanHxBoainaHia! — 3gymas naH MicTpsk, | Tak | HapoAunacs uiniciHbka
Ky4Ya LLernn i KAMEHIOK YCAKMX, LLLO XJ10MLi, MOYYBLUM NPUKa3, 3pa3y MOTHYNCL | HAHECN.

— Bo3n10XiTe KaMeHia Ha HeYeCTMBYIO BUIO. i1, i Ha pyLi, | Ha HO3i 1T i Naku noTonaanTe i, — Tak
KyMaHayBaB PUropoBuY, axk NifACcKo4y4M Kpyr CTaBka, Ta 3 cepus ax 3ybamum ckperove.

HaB’f3a/11 MOTOPHILLI LiNiCIHbKY HU3KY KaMeHIOK Ha BipbOBKY, i, NiABI3LIMN Ha YOBHAX, a)k Hacuiy Tpu
YOIOBIKW NIZAHANN TYIO HU3KY Ta i HaKUHYAM ABAoci 3ybuci Ha Wwuio i AymatoTb: oT nipHe! A BOHa,
yparosa 6aba, i He oyMa; nsiaBa NoOBepPX BOAM, Ta WO 0CJ000HUAN T PYKY i3 BiDbOBKM, TaK BOHA HEO
NnosIoLeTbCsA Ta N XXapTye: "A Wwo X? HaMUCTeYKo MeHi Ha Wno novyenunan, a nepcHis i Hema? Ere!
bay, aki nobpi! KeTe i NepCcHIB Ha PYKM i 3aMiCTb YEPEBUYKIB YOr0 Ha HOrun".

— CokpyLwanTe Tpecyrybo okasHHYH KOLLYHKY XaHaaHCbKYI0, ALLepb Xan4enCbKyl! — Kpnyas, 5K
oneyeHunn, Mpokin PUropoBmY Ta axk 3aniHUBCb, K CKaXXeHUIN, 6avaym, Wo Hi4oro BiabMi He 3pobuTsb i



O BOHa Had HUM KemNKYeE.

HaB’s3anm i1 Ha pyKW i HOrM KaMeH4Y4s — HOXXMBCb TOM YONOBIK, LLIO MEHI NP0 Ce pOo3Ka3yBaB; a XTo
1 Ka3aB, KoK 3HaeTe, Moxum XBailga, Lo no3aTopik BMep, — Tak 60XMBCh, WO Ny ABaALATbL
HaB'si3a/1M N Ha LIWIO, HAa PYKW i Ha HOrK, Ta, BiAYeNUBLUW Bif BipbOBOK, TaK Ii 1 NyCTUAN y BOAY... Tak
o x 60 bynew 3 cyyoto-npecyyoto 6aboto pobuTtn? Tak i NnaBa NOBEPX BOAM, | pyKaMu i HOraMu
60BTaAETHCA Ta 3Hal npurosoptoe: "Kynoyku-kynyci!" A gani yparosa 6aba obizsanacs i 8o nucaps Ta
1 NnoYana noro knmukaTu: "A xoam, Mpokinoyky, ctoan! Hymo yKynui kynaTtuce. Xoaun-6o, He copomcs!
Ocb HapiHy Ha Tebe HamucTeyko i nepcHie Tobi gam..." A Puroposuy ax ysecb 4yb obipsas cobi 3
cepus, Wo 1 noraHeHbka 6 To 6aba, Ta Had HUM rAy3ye; Aani KWHYBCb A0 YNacoBu4Ya Ta 1 Kaxe:

— HecyMHuTenbHoO cia 6aba cyTb oT 6ab ermneTceknx. BoHa exungHa npentoTa, NOXUTUNA LOXLAEBUE
Kanni i ckpu y cebe y 4BaHui abo y iHoMy MicueBi. [loBenn, naHe COTHUKY, BO3MYTUTU 1l po3aHaMu, ne
NPOTEPNUTbL A0 HECTEPNUMOCTI i Aa PO3NYyCTUTb XN196M BOAHII, i Aa OPOCUTLCS 3eMS.

— He BTOpOMato, NaHe nNucapto, Lo B/ FOBOPUTE; @ A KaXKy BaM, pobiTb, L0 3HAETe, TiNIbKK WBUALLE,
60 Bxxe 06iaHs nopa. 91 6 BXXe A4aBHO AaB AbOPY, TaK XO4ETbCSH AMBUTUCH Ha CIOKO KyMegito, Lo Ha
6abi LiniCiHbKMI Bi3 KaMiHHS, a BOHa He TOHe, a NnaBa nNoBepx BoAn. PobiTb cobi, Wo 3HaeTe, a 9
OyLy Ha roToBe AMBUTUCH; A Ha Te Y KOHOTONI COTHKK.

Mosenis PuropoBuy NinmMaTn y BoAi BiabMy fABOoxy, Tak ae! Xnonui YHoBHaMU il i He 300XKEHYTb, |
BiPbOBKAMW HaKMAalOTh, TaK YCe HIiYOro; Tak NpPyako njaaea, K Tas WyKa, TilbKK nonepeay i nosaay
XBWAA ycTae, 60 3BiCHO, AK BiibMa NiaBa: BXe Nak He no-Hawomy! Mnaeana-naasana, WHUPANa-
lWHMpAna, Ta 9K 6a4nTb, WO yCix NoToMUAa, Tak i nigaanace...

LLlo X To 3pagyBaBCs HApoL, AK 3nananu Bigbmy Asaoxy 3ybuxy! Yci KpuyaTb, FOMOHATL, BiXXaTb A0
Hel, NPOTK Hel; yCAK Xo4e TycaHa abo 3anoTuUAnLLHMKa T gaTu... Ta i € 3a Wwo! Hexan He Kpage 3
Heba xmap, He xoBa gowy y cebe Ha MUCHUKY... OCb, 5K yCi 6iXKaTb Kpyr Hel, TO 3a Helo, a il ax Ha
pyKax HecyTb, 60541Cb, W06 He BMpBasiiaCb Ta He BTEKNa, a BOHa 1 banayxe! BoHa cniBa BeCiNbHOI
NiCeHbKN, SIK MONOAa 3 APYXXKaMUN X0AMTb. A Haw PuropoBuny nepep Befe Ta ax 6KMTb 3 pagoLLis,
LLL0 TaKW HanaB Ha BiAbMY i LLO BiH il TeNep CKpyTUTb i BUMY4YnUTb 3 Hel, Wwob Biagana OoLli Ha3ag, LWo
noKpana, Ta 3 pagoLis Taki 6banacu To4UTb, WO He TiNbKKN XTO, Ta i caM cebe He po3bepe, WO BiH i
rosopuTb. [lani 3akpu4yas: "A pagite cimo BepboBumx i yOBOUTE SI030BUX | BO3MJIYMiTe Ti, €IMKO CUSIK
BaLwoi byne!"

e B3anuch i pi3ku. CKkpyTmnm 3ybuxy ABAoXy; TiNbKW WO KNACTK 1i, BOHA AK-TO PyKYy BUNpyYasa Ta i
MoBeJsia Hel0 KPYroM no Hapoay; 0T)XKe X CayxanTe, wo 3 Toro byge. OT i nonoxwunm ii; no ABa
napybka Cino Ha pyku i Ha HOrW, @ ABa Y3510 300POBEHHI MYYKMN Pi30K Ta N NOYann YNCTUTU: OKe-
mxe! pxe-pxe! ax 3acananuce! 6'104n, 6'10Tb-6'10Th, | BXXE Lyprnankn NeTaThb... A Wwo Asaoxa?
JNlexkauu nif pizkamu, Kasky kaxe: "bys cobi 4onoBik Ca)kka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM’s)KKa, MOBCTAHA
LLIANoYKa, Ha CAMHI TaTOYKa; Y1 XOpoLLa MO Ka3o4ka?"

— Ta bunTe OKasHHYIO XaHaaHKy! — ax 3apesiB [iCTpsK.

Xnonui oepyTb WoMora, a isgoxa cBoe€: "l BU KaxeTe: Ta BMNTe OKasHHYI0 XaHaaHKYy, i 1 Kaxy: Ta
bunTe oKasHHYO XaHaaHKy; 6yB cobi 4onoBik Ca)kka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM’s)XKa, NOBCTSAHA LWAMNoYkKa,
Ha CMWHI TaTO4Ka; Y1 XOPOLLa MOS Ka30o4ka? "

— Ta pepiTb oyxx4e! — KPUKHYB L0 € MOYi CaM NaH COTHUK KOHOTOMNCbKWIA, MUKnTa YnacoBuy
3abpboxa, Wo BXe noMy fyxxe bpano 3a XMBIT i NeviHkK nig cepue nigctynanu, 60 He obigas i 4oci.

Xnonui nepeMiHWANCL, Y391 Ny4KK i CTanu NnopoTu, a 3ybrxa 3Hanm CBOE ToBYe: "l BM KaxkeTe: Ta
LepiTb AyX4e, i 4 Kaxy: Ta AepiTb Ayx4e; bys cobi 4onosik Ca)kka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM'sXKa,



MOBCTSAHA LWIAN0OYKa i Ha CMUHI NaToYKa, YK XopoLwa MoA Kaso4yka?" ©

— ConniTiTe po30HaLito 3 TepHiA | yaBOWUTe 1 nopyraHia Ha naagii! — ckymaHaysaB naH MicTpsk,
[OBro aymasLum, wo 6 1o in we npuaymats.

Xnonui YewyTb IBAOXY TEPHOBMMMU, a ABLOXa CBOE ToBYe: "l BU KaxkeTe: ConAiTiTe po3oHaLito 3
TepHis i yaBONTe NopyraHis Ha NAABii, i 9 KaXy: CONNiTiTe po30HaLito 3 TEPHIA | yABONTE NopyraHis
Ha nsaagii; 6yB cobi yonosik Caxka, Ha HbOMY Cipa CipM’s)KKa, MOBCTSAHI LWano4ka, Ha CNuHi 1aTo4kKa,
4yM XOpoLla MO Ka303Kka?.."

Ta 0o BeYopa He neperoBopuLL yCboro, wo Tam 6yno! Bxxe He Tinbku Puroposud MicTpsk, Ta 1 cam
COTHMK 3abpboxa NoYaB CEPAUTUCH, LLIO HEMA KiHUS ainy; 6't0Tb-6'10Tb 6icoBCbKY 6aby, CKinbku
XJI0MLiB NePeMiHM0CS, CKiNbKK pi3oK nepebpanu: i Bepbosux, i bepe3oBux, i TEPHOBUX; a il He
NMO3HAYNNOCh HIYOro, HEHaye TiNbKW L0 NAraa i Hi TpileYvku i He buTa, a BOHa cobi 3Haln ToBYe
qonosika Caxky...

OTXe X TO 5K CE€ AiETbCH, | FaCNUACLKY, KAaTONNKOBY 1BAOXY 6't0Tb, MPOJIi3 CKPi3b HAPOA, WO TaK i
obcTynunm fABaoxy, Ta N He HaamBylOTbCA, [lemko LLBaHAopa, CTap YOMOBIK | HeNeBHUI. NoANBUBCh-
NoAUBMBCb, MOMOTaB rOJIOBOIO Ta N Kaxe:

— A W0 ce BaM 3a irpawkun ganucs! Yn 1o naHy COTHMKOBI 3HaTb CKYYHO CTaso, Tak BM NOro
3abaBnsETe, 9K Masy AUTUHY, LLO Pi3KaMKU NopeTe, HEHaYye Koro nyTHbLOro, Bepbosy Konoay?

— fk konoay? Lo ce BiH Kaxe? [le Tam Konogy 6't0Tb? — 3aryna rpomMaga i, AUBYHOYNUCh, PO3MUTYE.

— Je konopga? He baunTte? OumBiThCs X! — CcKka3as LLUBaHAlOpa Ta 1 NOBIp PYKOK MO HapoA4y HaBMaKu
COHUSA... Tak wo x? YameneHie Ta i rogi! Torai yci noba4ymnm, wo nexuTb ToBCTa BepboBa Konopaa,
rnonepenyToBaHa BipbOBKaMU, | CUAATb Ha Hil YOTUPW XJIONLUA 3L0POBEHHUX | AePXKYTh il AKOMOra,
o6 He npyyanacb, a YoTmpm 6'10Tb TYIO KONOAY 30 BCi€i CMAM 006pUMM pi3KaMK, HEHaYe KOro
NyTHbLOro. A 6inga Tiei konoan nexnTb cama no cobi Asgoxa 3ybuxa i He 3B’s3aHa, | peroyYeTbCu,
AVBNAYNCH, K NPALIOITLCA 04N 3aMiCTb 1l Ta Ha4 KoNodot. Tak, CKaXkeTe, ce i He yansneHie? Ce
BOHa, SK il NOKNa4anv NapuTn, Tak BOHa PYKOIO NOBea Ta N HanyCTuna Ha ycix, XTo TyT byB, Mapy, a
[eMKo 3 CBXUMM 041Ma NPUALLOB i 6a4mMB, WO TBOPUTLCSA, i AK AELL0 3HAB i BMiB MPOTM 4Oro Lo-
Hebyab 3p0buTK, TO BiH i BiABIB Mapy Big noaen. OT Torai Tinbkn nobaynnu, wo bunm He ABaoxy, a
BepboBy Konoay.

— Kunx, Kux, Kunx, kux!.. — 3aperotaBcsa HapoA. B)ke Halllo naH nucap, Wo CepamnsCb KpIinko, a TyT i
CaM po3peroTasCh, AK y3ApiB Taky Kymegito. | wo x byaew pobutu? 3BicHO, LLIO NPOTUB HACUNKN
HiYoro He 3pobuLl, KoM He BMiEW §K ii BiaBeCTW. Hy, NOCMiSBLLUNCb, NPUAHAANCL PAaANTUCH, WO 3
fisgoxoto pobutun. Ton Te, Apyrun opyre Kaxe, a [lemko LLiBaHAatopa, Ton rapa3 HaB4YuMB:

— Takun, — Kaxxe-Hi4oro He fymanTe, a NonoXKMBLIN, fanTe Jobpy XN0CTy, MOKM BepHe AOLi Ta pocu,
LLL0, 3Hal0, B Hel Ha MUCHMKAX Ta Ha nonuui. Ta He BinTechb Hi4oro. Mpu MeHi He 3ay>Xa HaBecTu. Konum
X i HaBefe, TO 4 BiABeAy. X04 BOHa i BiibMa, Ta 1 MU, X04 He yCe, a Wwo-Hebyab Takn 3HaeEMo. Hexan

BOHa i MPMpPOAXKEHa, a f; Ti/IbKM BYeHWI, Ta gapma! MNobayvumo!

— TaK BO3KJIOHITb e il Naku! — 3akpnyaB PUroposmy, — i COTBOPITb 11 LUKONSPCbKY CiKyLit0, AKO Xe
i HaM BO OHOE ypeM’'sa cybiTkn TBopuwa... — LLle nobpe i He BUMOBMB, @ XJIOMLi BXE i MOTHYJINCb:
po3nepesann, NONOXKWUAN, Ci4YTh... | BXKe Halin ABO0CI HE 00 Ka3KW; BXe i B i HEl y caMOl Ha CMWHi...
NaTokK 3 ciMAecaT, AK y Yonosika Caxku... MoBYasia-MoBYasa, XoTijla BIATEPNITUCH... TaK LLe He
POAVMBCH TOW YONOBIK, W06 yTepnis nif piskamu! [ani gk 3aCKaBy4UTb, K 3aCKUMINTb... @ ai AK
CTaHe Kpu4yaTu: "He byny no cyny, 0o Biky!... baTteyku, ronybymnku!.. nycTiTh, NyCTiTb!.. BEPHY 1
L0LLi, BEpHY 1 pocK... | Byny Tobi, naHe COTHUKY... i TOBi, PUropoBuMYy... y BEJIMKIA NPUTOLi... TiNbKK



nycTiThb..."

— loni, — noBiB MykuKTa YNnacoBmy rosocom nosakHo. A MiCTPAK 3HaW CBOE:
— YcyrybnamTe nave i nave!

Xnonui He 3HalTb, KOro 1 ClyxaTu: nonoBuHa 6’¢, a apyra xae.

— A 6opani Bac, naHe COTHUKY! — TaK 3arap4aB Ha HbOro naH Puroposuy. — lwe byno yn'atepuTb
nonobano 3a TakoBOE 3/104isHIE... Ce BOHa MeHi 3pobuna, Wwo A Nicis Nnepenor XuMepu norHas.
OTTake 3/104igHIE... ;

— Ane! 3noaisHie! — cka3aB naH 3abpboxa, — T0bI 6 yce TinbKu 3n04i9HIE | pobuTn. TyT TinbKK
TPUXKU Ta MHUXK, a BXXe 0bigaTn nopa. e 4m byae nicng Takoro napsa AOLL, YK Hi, XTO NOro 3Ha, a
LLLO MM FrONI0AYEMO, TaK Ce NeBHO. A WO HaM cyya 6aba 3 cepus yTHETb SKUIN BellKeT, Tak i Toro
Tpeba 60aTNCA? 3BENN NNLLIEHb MOKUHYTKM IBAOXY, HEXaW BiANoYMHe nicna Takoi baHi. Hexan Tenep
XaHbKWN MHe, MK e nobepemocs oo Hei. Xoaimo, MNpokone Puroposuyy, 4o MeHe. MNa3bka HaBapwia
Mygaporo 6opuy. A nicns 06in He byay CbKaTWUCb Ta po3Kaxy Tobi, akunin MeHi belkeT 3pobunn
no3sas4yopa y be3sepxim xyTopi. Tu we cboro He 3Haew. Cka3aBLumn Ce€, NOTAr naH Ynacosmy Jo40My.
Mpokin PuropoBmnYy Hall 30CTaBCb i CTOITb, MOB 0bneYyeHnin. Y3aam noro AyMKn Ta ragku, SKMR-To Tam
bewwkeT 3pobunun naHy COTHUKY Ha be3sepxim xyTopi? ymaB— Aymas, a 1IBAOXY 3@ TUM 3HaW
YyewyTb, ax Lypnanky netatb! Jani nigHAB naneub goropu i kaxe: "foranaseb! e, e, e, e! Cboro
MeHi i Tpeba byno! A noknHbTe, xnonui 6igHy 6aby no3anpacHo My4uTwn. MNaH COTHKK 3BeniB 6yno ii
napuTn 0o Be4opa, a f il nommayo".

Miasenu fiBoOXy i neaBe-nefBe XMBY MOBOJIOKAN i 4OAOMY. Hapo4 Tak 3ak/IeKOoTiB 3a Heto, yce
Kpuyayu: "Bigbma, BiabMa! Mokpana 3 Heba gowi!" A Puroposuy ige cobi Ta Wocb gyma, fanii Kaxe:
"Takoi MeHi i Tpeba!.. Miagobptocb A0 HEl, BOHA MOMOXXE NOro BTOMUTU, @ MEHI BUHUPHYTH 3
nMcapcTBa Ta Ha MNaHCTBO..." Ta N noTar Ao naHa MnkMTK Ynacosnya obigaTw.

Vi

CMyTHa i HeBecena xo4mWa no CBOI XaTi, MPOBOAMBLUN KOTrOCb Bif cebe i 3a4MHMBLIN OBEPi,
KOHOTOMNCbKa BiAbMa fBaoxa 3ybuxa nicns npovyxaHKK, WO i gann Kpan CTaBka Npu yCin rpoMai
3a YakNlyBaHHA. XTO X To ByB y Hel Torai, K ycsaK il uypascs, 6a4ymBLun, WO BOHA € NPUPOAXKEHA
BiAbMa, WO i y BOLI 3 KAMEHIOKaMW He TOHe, i gowi 3 Heba Kpaae, i Mapy Ha ntogen Hacuna? Ane!
XT0? He xT0, fiK Haw pokin Puroposud MicTpsik, KOHOTONCbLKUIM NaH nucap. BiH-To, novysLwn Big
MaHa COTHUKa Ynacosuya, wo nomy 6yno y bessepxim xyTopi Bi naHHO4YKM ONeHun, BiH 3apa3 y34B Ha
OYMKY, K 61 TO NOMY CBOro COTHMKa 30BCiM 3'icTu. OT Bif 06ig NpuinwoB A0 ABAOXN, MPUHIC i
YCSKNUX FOCTUHLLIB i NOMUPUBCH 3 HEto, Lo ByLiM ce He caM BiH 3BeniB ii i TONUTWY, | MapuTK, a Wo ce
naH COTHUK BMragas i Wo byuimMTo XOTiB BiH il 4O Be4Opa MNapuUTK, a BiH )Xe B35B Ha CBOIO rOJIOBY; i
CTaB il NMbHO NpoxaT, Wob Ak 61 Toro naHa MMKMUTY 30BCiM Y OYPHi MOWNTK: L0 BiH OTCE yBeYepi
npunge ii npoxaTw, WwWob Asgoxa Tak 3pobuna, wob MocmnosHa noro nomobuna i 3a HLOroO 3aMix
nilWwna; a BiH 9K Mig4acTbCA Yy YakJlyBaHHS, TakK TyT MOr0 i HAYNHUTU BYPHEM, LWob i coTeHCTBa
BiALLypaBCA; a HaMiCTb MOro Ta HACTAHOBUTU COTHMKOM Moro — MicTpsaka; i obilaBch, O TOr ai
fBnoci cBos Bons byae YakayBaTh, K i CKiNbKK X04e.

XnTpa fBOoxa HeHaye i nigganacs. NogapyHkK 3abpana i 0biusna Bce 3pobuTn, 4oro Puroposumy
6axas, i NpoBoAMNa NOro oTce 3 xaTW. [JOBro BOHa NiCNf HbOro X04ua No XaTi Ta WoCb AyMana;
BXe 6 TO 11 i CICTW X04eTbCH, TaK He 3MOXe MPUTYANTUCD... TaK-TO LWKPO il noB4mamn! BoHa nexana i
Ha nedi, i Ha NaBi; Tak He BJIEXUTb AOBro, 60 Ti/IbKK | MOXKHa XXUBOTOM JieXXaTu, a ropidepesa abo



OoKOM i He fymai: Tak il ycloan cnvcanu.

XoOmnTb MO XaTi, Xo4uUTb Ta W nornasia Ha CBOI reYnkn, ropLnNKK, KYXJIMKN, Ae 3 YCAKOro 3Bipa i 3
YCAKOI FraflHX € MOJIOKO, LLIO BOHA 3 HUX NMOHaL0l0Baa, NepeBepTalynCh 10 KOXHOI MaTKK yce
Pi3HO, W06 He Xaxaaucb i faBannChb AOITUCh. A YCi Til FI€4YMKN, FOPLLNKKN, BOAAHYUKN, KYXJIUKK
CTOSANN AesKe Ha NOAuLi, iHWe Ha MUCHUKY, Byno i Ha Npuniyky, 6y0 N Ha caMiln nevi; aKe BXxe
NoCTaB/IeHe Ha CMETaHY, a fKe e CTOA0 Nif IaBKOK Ta Kpan noMunHuui. Iig noaom nexxanm ycski
TpaBW i KOPiHHA: MHATa, NOBUCTOK, TepPSIMY, MAaNopoTb, cobaye MU0, AyPMaH, YCAKi pen’saxu, Kypada
cninoTta Ta n 6araTo gevoro. Ha nosy Ha NoayLuKax Jiexas KiT MypyroBaTuin Ta ycaTui, i TinbKu
MoMy 1 gina, Wo iB Ta cnae Ta Koam wo byno HagyMa, TO 3apa3 [0 CBOEI Xa3sanKmM i 03BeTbCA: "HsB,
HAB!", @ BOHa YCMIiXHETbCS Ta N Kaxe:

"Tak-Takm, KOTycCto, Tak!" A KoMK BOHa WO HadyMa, TO N NUTAETLCS MOro: "Ym Tak, KoTycto?", To BiH
[0 Hei: "HaB, HaB!" Ere! i 3Hann 04MH O4HOrO, WO FOBOPIOTL. biflbl y Hei He Byno HiAKOro xa3sancTea,
Ta 1 Hawo in? Yoro 3abarkana, TO YHOYI MepeknHynacb 4 cobakot, 4 MuLeto, Yn xaboto, Yn
pnboto, i Yoro in Tpeba, ycboro AocTana, i € y Hel.

Tak BOHa-TO, CYyMYyl04K, XOAMIa NO CBOIN XaTi i, Norasaaatym Ha CBOE 3ibpaHHs, Ka3ana cobi Ha aymui:
"€ ycsKe; He nmigy oo nogen nosndatun'. dani 3MpHyna Ha gBepi, Wo — A X Kaxy — TiJIbKK L0
3a4MHWMa, NPOBOAMBLLN KOFOCb-TO 3 XaTHW, i Kaxke: "MpnBoAb TiNbKN WBUALLE NPOKAATOr0 COTHUKA, i
f nomy Bipasdy. 9 6 Tobi, Puroposmdy, Xxyka ycy4mna, Ta Hexan aueHb onicns; Ternep T MeHi
NpUCNYroByn, a Ak 3'iM racnnacbkoro 3abpboxy, Toai NpunMychb i 3a Tebe, cyyni MicTpsaye! Xopoue,
LLLO OTCe TV MeHi po3ka3aB nNpo 3abpboxy Ta Npo OsieHy: 0Cb A NOro 0XKEHI0... AOCTaHeTbCA i Tobi, Wwo
MeHe TaK 3aHanacTuaK, WO i CICTWM He MOXY, i 3rHyLananCb Haf0 MHO, WO Npu napybkax nopeanm
Ha MeHi i MNaxTy, i COPOYKY, i Na3yxy po3ipBanu, i 04inok 36mnu, Wo S BOJIOCOM OCBiTWMA, Ta bunn
MeHe... 0, Ta 1 bunn X meHe! ox, bunn xx mene; bunu, 6unu, GUAK! WO Hi CiICTK, Hi NArTYU HE MOXHA; a
yce oTToM LBaHAtOpa, WO 3HAB 3 HUX Mapy".

OTTaK BOHa i A0Bro cama cobi po3moBnsana, XK MOKM y XaTi 30BCiM CTaso0 TEMHO, WO X04 OKO
BMKOU... AXX OCb Ha BYJ/IML 3araBkanu cobaku, BoHa N Kaxke: "AHy, KOTYCIO, BiLKPWUIA CBOI OYMLL |
MOCBITK, YN He BOHW ce nayTb?" KiT SK po3naWwmnThCA, SK rsHe CBOIMM 04MMa, TaK TaK K XKap
3acsaau, a fsaoxa i 6aunTsb, Wo nae Mnknuta Ynacosmy 3abpboxa, KOHOTONCLKMIA NaH COTHUK, a 3a
HUM nncap noro, Mpokin Puroposmy naH MicTpsk, i WOCh Y pyKax i Ni4 nae4yem LWOCb HECYTb; OT BOHa
3apa3 WaTHyNacb, 4OCTalla KaraHeub, NiAHecNa A0 KOTa, TEPHYa NOro NPoTH LWEPCTI, TaK iCKpu 3
HbOrO i MOCKManK, i BOHa 3aCBiTUNA KaraHelb, NOCTaBWa Ha CTifl, @ camMa noJi3na nig CTin 4Yorocb-To
focTaBaTw.

AX OCb — pun y ABEPI, i BBIALLAM MNaH COTHMK 3 NUCapeM, LWankKu 3 naJnykamm noctaHosunn, 6ins
LBepi, a caMmi i CTanu 03mpaTuCh, i NaH 3abpboxa i kaxe: "CBiTno ropuTs, a ii, 6ady, i goma Hema".

— [Jle To BXe Hema! — obi3Banacs 3ybuxa, ni3y4ym 3-nig NOKyTH i TacKao4m NPEBESIMKNA FOPLLNK,
raH4ipkoto 3aB’a3aHun. — Ocb ae 5 byna; oTce focTaBana ropLimKk 3 xmapamu, wo byno 3axosana ix
Ha TPUAEB'ATb PiK, TaK OTXXe NaH KOHOTOMCbKUA COTHUK NPUCMYBAB MeHe NOBUMYCKaTN XMapH i
L0LL NYCTUTW.

— Ta BXe, TiTyCto, roai ob ciM, — NOKNOHMBCL NaH 3abpboxa i CTaB rocTUHeLb gocTaBaTu. — OT TODI
XyCTOYKa, WO MeHi NoniBHa BMULIMBala Ta NoAapyBaa, Tak O0TCE MOKJ/AHAKCL HEKD BaM, Ta OT LLE ax
LiniciHbKa Kona rpowen, Tinbkun, byab nackasa, TiTKO, HE CepAbCA Ha MeHe | Bubayan, Lo Tak 3
Toboto npunwnocs... Ce Tak... TEE-TO... SKOCb-TO HE XOTSAYMN...

— fK He X0TA4YN? — aX 3anuLliana, KpUKHYBLUK, IBAOXa, — K He xoTa4n? Ko 6 Tobi XTo Tak nuky
CNuncaB... To T 6 He Te CKa3as... He xo4y TBOIX nogapyHkis, Lyp Tobi! MNek T0bi! Bincs 3 HUMK! He



Millal: igy [OoLi BUNycKaTW, a TO BN'ATb NeHs byae, i 3aBTpa Tak MeHe 3HOBY BMNapsATh, WO
CbOrofHi He 3MOXY CUAITK, a 3aBTpa BXe i He cToATuMYy. [yCTiTb MeHe, nigy Aol BUNYCKaTW.

— TiTo4KO, MaTiHOYKO! — @)k B HOrM ynaB cepAelHnin MuknTa Ynacosmy Ta KiCTAsBI PyKU BiAbOMCbKI
Linye Ta npocutb. — He Byay Bxe Tebe TypbyBaTu, Ta i WO MeHi 3a Aino, wo Hema gowy? OT Tak
nak! 1 TyT € COTHMK, rofiogyBaTu He Byay: Ton npuinge 3 xnibom, Ton 3 NangHuLE, Ton 3 ByxaHuem,
a iHWWUR i Mievok bopolwHa npusese; abu 6 TiNbKKM NO3MBANNCL, TO HAaM, CTapLUWHI, | AOLLi He nig,
4ac, xod 6u TK iX, TiTyClo, i NOBIK Aep>kana y cebe nig nokytem. OT moin 6igi nomoxxn! HaTe nuweHs,
noXanynTe: OT NAsLWKa AYNiBKKW, OT NiBCOTHI TapaHi, Lwe csixxa byna no BecHi: ocble X i
CeprnaHoYoK... Ti/IbKN 34inanTe MUI0CTb, NOCOBITL MOIN Bifli, OCb LLO S BaM PO3KaXY...

— 3Halo, 3Hato nNpo TBoI 6iay, sKoro Tobi Myaporo neveHoro rapbysa nigHecna MocunosHa OneHa,
L0 3 be3Bepxoro xyTopa, i K TW MicNg HbOro HaCUy Ha APYruin AeHb 04yHAB! 3Hato, 3Hato yce.

AX i 3gmByBaBCb NaH 3abpboxa, WO BiAKiNA Cce, Ka)ke, BOHa yCe 3Ha, HeHave TyT byna, Ta i cTaB il
nywe npoxaTu, Wwob BoHa BXe He cepamniack i 3aCTynunach 3a HbOro.

— A wo g 106i pobuTMMYy? — NnTa ABLoxa. — He Ae 3a Tebe XOpyHXKiBHA, TakK MeHi ke TyT Aigo?
He npe, Tak CbKan gpyroi.

— Ta peii y racnuga cbkaTtu! — 34UXHYBLUN, Ka)ke YNacoBuY, — OOHO Te, L0 He npuayMmaio, e
Lpyry CbKaTu, a Apyre Te, Wwo fanebi He xo4y, 60 cMepTensHo yaobus NocunosHy OneHy, Tak xou
61 mMeHi i cynaiBHa abo X04 | MONIKOBHMKIBHA, TaK £ i HE NOAUBIOCE Ha HKX, 60 yntobns OneHy ycim
TiNOM i gyLieto, i cepueM, i ycim XnBoTOM, i bady cam, Lo Koau ii He AocTaHy, To abo yTonnck, abo
yOaBocb, abo CBIiT 3a o4mMMa nigy... IoMoXKn, NnaHbMaTiHOYKO! — Ta BepKuLb i1 y HOTK, Ta ax njiayve
Ta NpocnThb, Wob He Aana NoMy He CBOEID CMepPTIO NponacTu Ta wob ak-Hebyab NpuBOpoXMAa, Wob
BOHa 3a HbOIr0 3axoTina nTu.

— Ta 5K 3a Tebe i NTK Takin AiBYNHI? — BN'ATb Kaxke ABAoxa. — BoHa AiBKa-KO3Mp, Y1 04 EXKELD, Yi
Ha Buay cobi, Tak 30BCiM JiBKa, a xyLobwu i rpowen fo kaTa, a T1 Wwo? Kyam Tu roauwcs?

— Ta papma, TiTOYKO, MaTiHOYKO, AapMa! Hexan i cTuakuim, i 6puakun, i ycaknim; a Tm Takm 3pobu,
wob BoHa meHe nontobuna Ta Wwob 3a meHe 3amix niwna. Lo Kona, To Kora oTce Ha CTOJi NeXNUTb, a
TO COPOK aNnTwH, Ta Le...

— Hi, — Kaxe fBoxa Ta BiACyHyna Bif cebe rpowwi. — MeHi cnx Kkpenmaxis He Tpeba, HaLLO BOHU
MeHi? Y MeHe yce €, i, 4Yoro 3aba)kato, yCbOro gOCTaHy; a KON TakK NUIbHO NPOCULL, TO HEXAW BXKE i
3Munocepaochb Haa 106010, Tinbkn 3pobn MeHi OT Wo...

— LLlo 3Bennw, NnaHbMaTycto, yce 3pobnto. Yu 3senuns KoHoTon CnannTu, TAK Pa3oM 3 YOTMPbOX
KiHUIB i 3aNanto; Y1 3BeSIMLW YCO KOHOTOMCBKY AiTBOPY — LLO BU, BiabMK, He NtobnTe —TaK 3a 0AWNH
LeHb YCiX [0 €AUHOrO i noTpowy... | To rapasg, Ta MmeHi Tenep oT wo Tpeba. O3bMK TN OTTOrO CY4Oro
Ta nNpecy4oro cuHa LLBaHAtopy, WO 3HAB Mapy 3 noaen, wo 1 byno Hacnana, Sk MeHi CikyLuito
f[aBanu, Tak 03bMU MOro nig apewT, 6yuim BiH abo npokpascb, abo Tebe nass, abo WO X04 Ha HbOrO
Habpeww i 3Beaun neHio, Ta oabepm y Hboro BCto xynoby, — 60 BiH Cobi 3aMOXKHEHbKMI, — Ta o6 Ha
Tebe poamnyi NOro He rpMManu, Tak TV Bilgal Te€ yCee NaHy nucapto Puroposunyy...

— bnaroe nino i Mmyapoe piweHie, nani 3ybuxo, en! icTUHHO! — Tak 06i3BaBCb NaH MiCTPSK, CMasyn
cobi Ha naBUi KpaW BikHa. A fBOoOXa i Kaxe:

— Bbo oMy, cupoTi, Hirge y3aTu, TiNbKKU WO cnagkaMu XXUBUTUCL, a LLIBaHAOPY 03bMU i BUXKEHN i3
cena, wob noro i gyx He nax. OT KoK ce MeHi 3pobuwl, To i 9 TODI...



— Mypny, HaB, Mypay! — 06i3BaBCb BiAbOMCbKUIA KiT, | 3ybuxa CxaMeHynacb Ta 1 Kaxe:

— E, Hi, Wwe, ocb cnyxan we. [lomalivHa aTpiBKa XBeHHa 303y/IMXa... HE MOXXHa MeHi 6ing ii xatn nTw,
TaK i JoKNlafia MeHi Npo Te NOJIOTHO, WO B HE 3 oropofa nNponasno Ta AKOCb-TO ONMUHUIOCh Y MEHE Y
CKPWHI, TaK BOHa MeHe 3/10iNKO0I0 y3UBa i YCAKI LOKNaAN AOKNaka; TaK Y He MOXHa i1, nigpisasLum,
TeX 3 cena BUrHaTKn?

— Ta ona 4oro He MoxxHa? 'TinbKu Kaxu, yce 3pobto... — Tak Ka3as naH Ynacosuy, nosecesillasLUu,
LLLO0 BXKe BigbMa CTana A0 Hboro gobpila.

— OTce yce kKo 3pobuw, To i ...
— Mypny, mypny! — 3amypnukas BN'ATb KiT, | 3ybrxa 3HOB CTana LOrOBOPIOBATUCH | Kaxe:

— Ta we oT y 4iM noxanitocb. lemko CipolwTaH NPOCBITKY MeHi He Aa€: No3aByopa XBaUBCh, L0
Moro KoTa Bb’e, Ak noro He beperTumy, a BiH Taku BB’€. Tak NOro-To, NaHe COTHUKY, NPOBYM Ta
NpoBYU...

— Ta npoBYy X, NPOBYY, TiTYCO, TaK WO A0 HOBMX BiHUKIB Byae TAMUTK; Tinbku 3pobu i MO€E aino... —
MUAbHO MPUCTato4m, Npoxas ii NaH 3abpboxa, i Yoro 6 To BiH He 06iwaBscs in 3pobuTwn, abu 6 BoHa Tak
NOYMHMAA, WO6 XOpPYHXiIBHA 3a HbOrO Milna.

— Hy, nobpe X, CUHKY, KON X TakK, TO i Tak. byae 3a Toboto biratn xopyHxiBHa OneHa i HoYi He
cnaTu, SK i TV 3a Heto. Ko, KL, KULIO, KULL.

— Mypny, HSB, Mypay, HAB!

— fobpe X, — ka3ana fiBgoxa. — A ian, NaHe YNacoBmy, 30 MHOIO 3 XaTu Ta 1 YCTYyNu 3 Nopora JiiBoto
HOMOI Ha NiCOoK, LWob TBiN cnif 06i3HAYMBCh Ha MiCKY.

OT i BMBeNa MOro 3 xaTu, i cnig noro 3ibpana y XyCTo4Ky i 3aB’s3asa; a AaJli, BEPHYBLUWCb Y XaTy,
nocagunia Ha naBi Kpan CTona, a PUroposmnyy 3Besina KaraHUeM CBiTUTK, a. cama, Y35BLUW NaHa
3abpboxy 3a niBMNM yC, | CTana BOAOCCS BiAAINATU. 3aKONYMHE HIrTeM BOJIOC Ta 1 nivnThb: "Pa3, ABa,
Tpu..." — TaK K Binbepe feB'ATb BONOCIB, Ta AEB'ATUIA | pBOHE 30BCiM... [1aH COTHUK KPU4nTb, NaH
nucap perovyeTbcs... ABAoxa 3ybuxa LLOCh LWenye Ta CNAbOBYE, @ KiT Myp/nye Ha yCio XaTy... OT Tak-
To y 6igHOro MuknTy Ynacosuya BilbMa BUMpBana eB’siTe BOJIOCCA 3 JIiIBOro yca i HapBasa ix ycix ax
BOCbMEpO, A0CTasla WMaTOK nanepy i 3aBepHyna TyAun Te€ BONOCCS, a NnaH 3abpboxa, NOBUTUPABLLM
CNbO3W, WO TakK NOMY i TEKNN Bif CKYyOiHHS, CTaB NMTaTK BiabMY, WO "KONWN, — Ka)ke, — 30BCiM
NOBOPOXXWAA, TO BXe A 1 nigy?"

— |lan, CUHKyY, 340pOB A0AOMY Ta fiAran cnaTu, Ta N XKAW Bi XOPYHXXiBHU npucuay, wob cnas 3a
PYLUHMKaMM.

MaH YnacoBmy, CEE NOYYBLUW, Ta 3a Wanky, Ta 3 XaTW, Ta He Ornagatymcb — A0A0My, Wob BiabMa He
34ymana we ae B Hboro BupuBaTy Boaoccs. Mobir, cepaelwHnin, He 40X AaBCh i CBOro nucaps, 6o Ton
30CTaBCH e Y BilbMM i. LLOCb AOBrO 3 HEI FOMOHIB, | KiT 3 HAMW MYPHUKAB; a K BUXOAMB NaH
MicTpsak 3 IBOOLIMHOI XaTwW, Tak 4yTu Byno, Wo Ka3as:

— | ce yce 6naroHamipeHHO yCTpOIBLLKW, rpaay Y cBoto ManecTuHy. MNpoltaanTte!

— |oiTb 3n0poBi! — cKasana ABaoxa, 3a4MHAYN 3a HAM OBepi y XaTy, Ta W ofi3Banacb A0 KOTa: —
Kuuto, KL, Kuuto, Kuuo!..



— Mypny, HAB, Mypppy!

TyT 3apas y35BLUK, 3HAMA 3 FOJI0BU 0YINOK, Cigy, K MOJIOKO, KOCY po3nycTuna, yssana 6iny copouky,
Ta N Hafina Ha cebe, Ta Hi NoAcCa, Hi NNaXTW He NifB'a3ana, Tak i CTaNa No XaTi XOAUTY Ta WenTaTn
yCsike KOJILOBCTBO, Ta Yy BCAKIM yrni TpWYi CriboBYBana; fasi y3sasia XAyKTo Ta il M0N0Xuia noro
cepefn XaTu i CTana 3HOB LWOCh NO-BigbOMCbKM BopMoTaTK; Aani y3aaa 3 Kyxamka sKoiCb BoAu Ta, yce
6opmoyyun, nobprskana Tow BOAOK i cebe, i XNYKTO ycepeamnHi... A KiT WO € AyXYy HABYUTbL, a Aai
aXX Ha HOMM yCTaB Ta NOTArHYBCb i 3aCBITUB O4MMa e AY)XKYeE, YUM KaraHelb y XaTi nanas... TyT
f1BAOXa MEPLLIN Yy XNYKTO i MONi3Na... a 9K BUNi3Na, Tak CTana AiBkow! Ta i giBka x Hemygapa! |
MonoAa, i Xxopowa, i HopHABA, i Wwe, MabyTb, KpacKBilla Bifl YePHIriBCbKOI NMPOTONONIBHN!

OT K nepepoamnack Halla BiAbMa, y35a xab’'a40i cMeTaHN Ta KOBMNAYOro cupy, roJioBOK BifJ
TapaHi i, NoCKNagaBLWK Ha Tapifloyky, NOCTaBKIa Nepes CBOro KOTycs i Kaxe: "Konu, KoTyco,
3axoyew 6e3 MeHe icTu, Tak oT Tobi nacoLlis; He CKy4an 6e3 MeHe, MOKK A BEPHYCb". A cama,
JOCTaBLM aX N'ATb AIMHWYOK, NOracuia KaraHeupb i nilwna 3 xaTu oiTn, Koro in Tpeba byno.

TinbKN TaKK WO APYrum rniBeHb KPUKHYB, TYT ABAOXA L0 € AyXY YCKOYUNa B XaTy i BNana, MOB
HeXuBa. A. K BigaAnXHyna i ycTana... Ta BN'aTb CTasa cTapoto 6aboto, sk i byna. 3apa3 KMHynacb 4o
CBOr0 KOTa i po3Ka3ye, MOB 400BIKOBI: "KOTYyCl0, KNLEHbKY! Y1 He CKy4YaB e Th 6e3 meHe? 4
Tpowku 3abapunack: Nokn Nnoobaoina ycix KOPoB, OBEYOK, a ce Lie MeHi Tpeba 6yno wy4oro Mosoka
Ha OLHO AiN10; KMHYNacb 40 CTaBKa, Ta NOKW BPaXy LUYKY 30MMHWIA, NOKK i 3aMoBMNa, Wwob fanacs
3001TK, aX | KPMKHYB NepLUniA NiBeHb; Ta X04 BiH HaM He CTpaLlUHWiA, Ta yce-Taku Tpeba byno
nocniwaTw, Wwob He 3acniBaB Apyruin; Torai 6 Tak Ha ByauLi NpoCTArnach, K Tenep TyTey-ka..."

A KiT 3Ha/l XBOCTOM MOMaXxye, Ta ycaMu NOMOPrye, Ta WO € AyXY HABYUTb: Tak-To pag byB CBOIW
Xa3anui, LWo BEpHYyNack.

OT BOHa NOMy MOCTaHOBMIIA LWe YCAKOro MOJIOKA | CMeTaHW, i CTasla nopaTUCh, Ta AELLo MilaTn, Ta
BAapMTU Ha YaKJlyBaHHS, aX OCb i CBIT!.. A TyT TpOXu Norogs i npunwna Ao Hel XiHka, ycsa rosioea
obB’'A3aHa, i nae i oxa, i Nnpunwna oxa, i cifla i yce oxa.

— A Bigking Tu, monoguue? — nuTa ii 9BAoxa.

— Ta A 3p0aneka! — Kaxe monoguus, oxawo4dm. — Konm 3HaeTe XyTip, wo Ha Cyxin basnui, a 30BeTbCA
bessepxuit... ox!..

fBooXa MOPrHyna Ha KoTa Ta i Kaxe:
— Hi, He yyna i 3pofy He byna, i He 3Hato, XTO TaM i XuMBe... T XX YOro O MeHe npunwna?

— Ta, He BaM Ka)Xky4u, NpuKnHynace bewwmnxa, Ta yCclo nuKy MeHi po3ayno... ox!" Tak oTce MeHe noaun
Hapasnu, wob no sBac iTu... 3ginanTe MUNOCTb, TiTyClo, PobiTh, L0 3HAETE, TiINbKN MOMOXIiTb, LLO6 f
CbOrOAHI BUCMiNa 40 NaHAHKW HALLOi XOPYHXiBHU MlocnnoBHN Onern, — Ta, CeE Kaxyudu, i Moaoxmuna
Ha CTin byxaHeub, N'ATIPKO SEUb i Wara rpoLlen.

3ybuxa 3apa3 i KWHyNacb, NONOXKUNA OO0 HIX | 3BeniNa MonogunLi CTaTu Ha HboMy 60OCOK HOrOHo
NPOTW TI€l LLOKK, e CaMMi OYXYUIM OMNyX; @ cama AoCTana y NOKPULLKY »Xapy i NosoXuna Tyam KyCcok
CTpacCHOI CBIYKM Ta JlaflaHy, Ta KNanTUK Ti€l XyCTKK, Ha YiM CTAHOBAATb MacCKy Mif CBAYEHHSA, @
MOJIOAMLIO 3aKyTana-3akyTana, wob ysecb AUM Hikyan Binblu He NLWOB, TiSIbKK Ha Hel, a cama 3Hal
Luenye Ta CNJIbOBYE, Ta AME Ha Xap, a KiT HABYMTb Ha BCO XaTy. OT KypuUTb TU KYPUTb, SK TYT
monoguus... ren! i Bnana Ha 4ONiBKY, MOB HexunBa. 3ybuxa ii BigBosogana i nocagmna Ha naBky Ta
Kaxe:



— He Xypucs X Tenep: MUHETLCA, K Ha cobaLli NPUCOXHe; ce 3 04en; AKMN-TO YopHABUN napybok Ta
Ha Tebe OMBMBCb Ta 3aBUAYBaB...

— Tak i €! Ce X Hal NaHWy, — Ka3asla Monoamusa. — Takn IK MeEHe He B34pUTb, Tak Y Bivi i 3arnaga;
a Ha Ti Helini y35B Ta PyKOto Moraajne MeHe no LWwoui Ta 1 ckasas: "LLlo 3a 3 yopTa rapHa
mMoJsiogmyka!" 4 Tak i 3ropisia, Ta Bi TOr0 Yacy Tak MeHe i y34.0...

TyT ABpoxa i cTana i po3nuTyBaTu... 06 Yim i1 Tpeba byno... a gani i NpoBoAMAa 3 XaT Ta N Kaxe:
"OT Tenep gobpe! Tenep yce 3Halo, WO MeHi Tpeba..."

Vil

CMyTHa i HeBecena cuiina Ha npu3bbi 6insg cBOEI xaTn naHHo4Ka MocunosHa OneHa, XOPYHXiBHa, Ha
cBoeMy be3sepxomy xyTopi, wo Ha Cyxin banui, a 6inMMn pydyeHaTamm konupcana y rosiosi bpaTuky
CBOMY, MaHy XOpYHXeHKY. BiH, cepfeLHnid, TON AeHb 3 NaHOTLUeM, Lo 3aDKAXKaB [0 HbOro,
MOXOBaBLUM KOrOCb Ha ApyriM XyTopi, Ta 3a 0bigom, noiBwun gobpe BapeHUKiB Ta Kapacis, y CMeTaHi
)KapeHux, Ta 3anmBLLUIn CKonoTuHamK (6o ce BXe Aisnock nicna MNeTpa), BUTArAN CaMOTYXXKK MO
HOCaTLi TEPHIBKM, a BULLHIBKOIO Ha AOPOry 3anuiuv; a niaABedipkyyu, naHny ybpas ax n'aTb
MaHOpuk* (*CMPHKKIB.) Ta rOpPLLEYOK MAaCNsKiB, y MacneyKy Ta y CMEeTaHi NPSXXeHnX, Wo gyxe ix
nobue, Tak NOro, XTO NOro 3Ha i Big 40ro, i 3aBaAnno; OT BiH i NpWUAir 4o CecTpuLi Ha KoiHa, Ta gk
Ta NOMyY CbKafa, a BiH i 3aCHyB. TyT NPUIALLAKX 3 NOJA | KOPOBW, | OBEYaTa; OT iX TyT 6ins NaHHOYKM i
[I010Tb, | MOJIOKO B IJIe4MKN 31MBAOTb... @ BOHa 1 Bbanayxxe! in HeHaye Hi 10 Yoro 1 fina Hema!
3abyna OuMBUTUCH i Ha AinBO, 3abyna BpaTuKy i y ronoBLi CbKaTw, TiIbKK Y Hel i Ha gyMmui, Wwo...

Tinbku wWwo xoTiB 6yB po3ka3aTu, 06 YiM Halla XOPYHXXiBHa Agymana i Yoro byna cMyTHa i HeBecena,
aX OCb i Nnpunwna go Hei 6abycs, Taka CTapeHbKa, Taka CTapeHbKa, L0 Ha NpeBenunky cuiy anbne;
OT Nigirwna [o Hei Ta N Kaxke:

— [an, 6oxe, BaM, NaHHOYKO, BeYip Aobpun! Hexan sam 6or nomara!

AX 3apurHyna MocunosHa, Lo i He 6aynia, BiAKiNSA BOHa i y3sanack i K nepes Heto cTana; a Aasi,
TPOXW CXaMEHYBLUMNCh, | Kaxe: .

— 3noposa, 6abycto! A Biaking Tebe 6or npuHic?

— Ta g Tak cobi... 1 i 3ganeky i He 3aaneky, A i TyTELWHS, 9 1 30BCiM He BiACi/b; i HIYOro He 3Halo i
yce 3Halo; | XTO i MO YOMY XYPUTbCH, 5 1 3HAO | HE 3HAl0; | WO NOAIATKY, | BMIO | HE BMIlO...

— 0Ox, 6abycto, Ta Tn He npocTa? — NUTaETbCa OneHa.

— Ta npocTiciHbKa, 6a4! He Baworo, maHCbKOro poay, a NpocTa cobi ctapa 6aba, He 3HatO HiYKE]
XXypbu, He 3Hato, XTO, CUASYN Ha Npu3bbi, XypuTbcs 06 [eM S HOBI, LLLO NiLIOB B MOX04 3 KO3aKaMu; s
TaKW i TOro He 3Hato, XT0 6insg KONOAA3S YCIO HIYEHbKY 3 HAM NPOCUAiNa | Ha NPOLLAHHS 3HSANA 3 PYKK
CpibHMI NepcTeHb i BigaaNna 3 XyCTOYKOI0, L0 CaMa YCAKMMM LLOBKaMW BULLMBANa...

— Ox, MeHi nnxo, 6abycto! Ta Th yce 3Haew?.. He romoHK, byab nacka, 6paTMK NPOKMHETLCA Ta
MOYYE, Ta MeHi CMiATUMETbLCSA... Hexan nicns Bevepi 1 Tebe NOKANYY, TO TV B MEHE HOYYBaTUMELL, Ta
 norosopmmo 3 Toboto!

— Mig noBeH Mmicaub Tenep-To i pobuTy wo Tpeba, Hexan bpaTuk ine no cebe y xaTy, 36yam noro; a s
TOobI Ckaxy, Wo Tpeba pobuTty, Ta Ainom CriwmnTh. 4 3HapoLwHO Ao Tebe CboroAHi Nicnsa BeYepHi 3



KueBa niwna...

— fk ce MoXHa? 3 caMiciHbKoro Knesa? licns BevepHi? Ta CbOMY He MOXKHa CTaTuUCb! — nNuTa
OneHa, AMBYOYUCL. — AK-TaknM MOXHa Bi KneBa Ta cKopo AinTn? | 6an3eHbKUn cBiT?

— Moxanyn, AinTn He MOXKHA, Tak MU-TO 3HAEMO, K BOHO pobuTbcs. 36yam nuweHb bpaTuka
WBMALIE, HEXal ife [0 CBOro Aifa, MeHi Tpeba WwemaLw nocniwaTu.

— Ta 6paTuky LWoCk 3aBaguio, Tpoxu He 3 o4en. | ByB 340p0OBUIA, Ta K FSHYIA Ha HbOMO 0Ta
YOPHSBa MOJIOAMLSA, LLLO KOJIO KOPOBY XOAUTb, Ta MsSHYa, Ta 1 yCMiXHyack, 1 cama bayuna, Ta
NiCNA TOro Tak NOro 3a XWBIT i Y3510; YN COHALIHMLI, Hexal 6or 60POHUTL! YK wo?

— Ce BCe 04i, yce 04i Hapobunm; Ta He Xypucb, A Biaseay. Ocb 36yan bpaTuka, a S HaBvy
Mon0AMLI0, Wo oMy Tpeba pobutu. Big Hei cTanocs, BOHa Hexan i 3HiMa.

OneHa ctana bpaTuka dyanTu, Wo xpin Ha Becb ABip, a 6abyca nmiginwna go monoauu,... a Ta 3pasy i
KPUKHyna:

— Ox, TiTycio! | B 8O Hac npuAwn?..

— Ane! He Kpnym nuweub, — Kaxe babycs, — a oT wo 3pobu: o3bMu... Wyny-wyny-wyny... — Hivoro
He MO)XHa 6yno po3cnyxaTu, Wwo in Tam 6abyca wenTtana, TiNbKK ONICAS MONOAMLS | KaXe:

— Ta pobpe, nobpe; 3abaBTe TiNbKN NAHHOYKY.

— A BXxe, — Kaxe 6abycs, — ce BXXe MOE€ fif10. Xo4u X CIOAMN 3a MHOK. — Ta /1 npuBesa MONoAuLI0
[10 NAHHOYKK, Ta i Kaxe: — OCb 9 HaBYMIa MONOANLIO, K 3 MaHUYa COHALIHWLI 3HATY; i4N X,
NMaHWYeHbKY, WBMALL 3 Helo, BOHa 3pobuTb TobI, Wo A 3Benina; Ta weuaw pobite, a —To Tebe Tak
po3bepe, WO  Ha CTiHy noJi3eLu.

— Ox, MweHbko! — Ka3ana, 3/19KaBLNCb, XOPYHXiBHA. — 1aun X, bpaTuky, ign wengwe. Pobu nomy,
MoTpe, sk 6abycs ka3ana. Ta pobu rapasa, Ha crilayu...

OT NaH XOPYH>XEHKO MiLLOB 3 MOJIOAMLEIO Yy XaTy, a 6abycs — natock! — 6insg NnaHHOYKKM Cina Ta 1
Kaxe:

— Ty>Xunw, MOS 303yJIEHBKO, 3a CBOIM CM3UM ronyboHbkoM, Ta 6a! Hema 11oro TyTeyka; niwoB Aaneko-
faneko, ax o YepHirosa...

— Ta no yomy Tn, 6abyce, yce 3Haew? XTo ce Tobi po3Ka3lyBas, WO S TaM... Y1 XKYPHOCH, YL... LLO TaM
Take... 1 1 He 3Hat! — nNuTana, copomnaynce, MlocunosHa.

— B>Xxe-To 5 He 3Hat! — Kaxxe 6abycs. — Hawo » HaM | 30pi, KO HaM Ha HUX He ANBUTUCL? [NsSHY
3BeYopa, rsHy i oniBHOYi, NOAMBIOCE | Nepef CBITaHKOM, Tail 3Hato, e Lo Oi€ETbCS.

— Kosm X Tv 3Ha€EW ycoam, Ae Wwo JieTbCA, TO CKaXn MeHi, 6abycio, wo pobutb Tenep... — ckasana
OneHa Ta 1 NoYepBOHiNa, K KapMa3uH, i A3MK CTaB MOB NMOBCTAHWUN.,

A 6abycs nepexonuna Ta N Kaxe:
— dem'san?

— E-re-re-re!



— CynaeHko Xansscbkuin, OMensaHoBmy?
— ATox!

— OcCb cnyxal [oHIo, Wo BiH pobuTk: oTce ByB 3 KO3aKaMy Ha MyLUTPI Nepes NaHOM MOJKOBHUKOM Ta,
BTOMMBLUWCb, MPUIALIOB A0AOMY, PO34SArCh, po3rnepe3aBcb Ta 1 Nir, cymytodmn o6 To6i, Ta N XKXypuTbCs,
Lo, AyMa, He wemnako Tebe nobaynTs.

— | KaXXyTb-TakKu, L0 He WBUAKO iX CyCTATh!
— He Xypucb; MOXe, TV h0ro i Cboro Beyopa nobayuLl...

— [le 1o BXe, 6babycio, MeHi noro nobaynTu Ta LWe i Cboro Beyopa. BiH He nTunusd, Wwob nomy Ao meHe
npuneTitu!

— Xou i He NTUUS, a NPUNETUTL | YPOAMTLCA OTYT nepea Toboto, sk oTce 5. Yu xov, wob npuneTis?

— [le 1o BXe, Mosi ronybo4ko, He Xo4y! AX XUXKKKN TpycaTbCs, wob xo4 6u noro nobaumtn. 3ainan
MWNOCTb, HEXaW NPUNETUTb A0 MEHE... Ta 4Yn He byde NoMy AKOi Big Toro Hagcagn?

— TaKW aX HiYoriciHbKO; BiH Ha Te KO3aK.

— MpuUKInY e Noro, NaHbMaTO4YKO, XO4 Ha YaCUHOYKY, XO4 Ha FOAMHOYKY; X04 61 S Ha HbOro
nogusmnnaca! Lo 3Haew, Te n pobu, a g HIYOro He NoXKankyto. Yce TyT MOE€, Aam Tobi ycboro, 4oro
3abaxaeL.

— [obpe X, aoHw, nobpe. Xoaim cBoe pobutun. OT i BBINWAN y BENMKY XaTy, No3allinanu i oBepi, i
BiKHa, @ BXXe | COHEYKO CTasio 3aX0ANTIN; NaHHOYKa 3aToNuMa y nedi, cama Cxoauna no soay, a hwna
no soay, sk 6abycs ii HaB4YMNa: HE NPAMO A0 KPUHMLI, a Byamuamm obxogmnna HaBnaky COHUS;
npuiLna 4o KpuHUui, Habpana Bigpo BOAW Ta i BUAWJIA Ha CXO4 COHLUS; Apyre Habpana i Bununa Ha
3ax04 COHUS, a TpeTe HabpaBLuM, — WO € AyXY, HE OrNa4atoynCh, | BN'ATb HE NPSMO, a BYMLEH 3a
coHueMm. OT SK npuHecna, Ta  HaCTaHOBWUIa KalHMK 3 BOAOI0; a 6abyca aocTana 3-3a nasyxu 3inns:
NobNCTKY, MaTEPUHKM, YOPHOBPUBLLIO, LBITY NanopoTi, TEPANYY Ta YCbOro No ny4yeyli BCcunana B
KalLHWK Ta N NpUCTaHOBM/IA A0 BOTHIO; @ CaMa y35/1a MyKW MNLWEHNYHOI, 3aMiChia BOAO, Ta 1
BMIHANA 3 KAAUTKKW Y Nanipui Kowa4yoro Mo3Ky, BiiKoaynaa naabLeM Ta N0JIOXKKUAa y Te TiCTo; Jani
foctanay cebe 3 xycTku, wo 6yB 3aB’A3aHMM, CNif naHa 3abpboxun Ta 1 po34inuna nonosam i 0gHy
4aCTOYKYy BCUMNana y Te X Taku TiCTO, 3aMicuna i CKavana KOp>XKK, nocaguna B nivy CNeKTUCh, i yce 3
NPUroBOPKaMu Ta CMJIbOBYBAHHAM, @ XOPYHXiBHi 3Beflina CUAiTv Ha nony, nigibpaswwn Horu nig cebe,
He )KaxaTWuChb, i, LLO B3APUTb, HEe BOATUCH HIYOro, | yce AyMaTn Npo CBOro MUIOAAHa.

OT 9K KOpPXXUK CriKcs, BOHa 1 Aana noro 3'ictu OneHi 3a Tpu pasu, 3anmnBatoyn 3 BOASHYNKA BOAOHO,
Wo HawenTana 6abycs; a 3aTVM i ropLLOK 3 3i119M CTaB 3akunaTu. babycs, rykHyBLW Ha
MocunosHy, 1106 HIYOro He Xaxanack, y3sia Apyry 4acTky cigy Y1acoBn4eBoro Ta i BCunana y
KUN'A4UA rOPLUMK | CTasa MilaTy, a caMa ax< y niv MOB yJi3fa, Ta WO € AyXY | KpuynTh: "Tepsny,
Tepnuy! ecATboX NPUKIINY, a 3 4ecATbOX AEB'ATbOX, a 3 AeB'ATb0X BOCbMUPbLOX, @ 3 BOCbMUPbLOX
CEMMPLOX, @ 3 CEMUPbLOX WECTUPLOX, @ 3 LWEeCTUPbOX MN'ATUPLOX, a 3 N'ATUPLOX YOTMPLOX, a 3
4YOTUPLOX TPbOX, @ 3 TPbOX ABOX, a 3 AABOX 0A4HOro, Ta fobporo". Ta  NPUMOBMAA HULLEYKOM, W06
XOPYHXiBHa He 4ysa: "llaHa COTHMKa KOHOTOMNCbKOro 3abpboxy, Ynacosmya MuknTy; a XTo Xxzae Ta
LoxXunaa, Tak Hexal cobi gpima". Ta 1 AMyxHysa Ha OfieHy, a Ta Hi 3 CbOro Hi 3 Toro i ctana cobi
apimaTu.

Bn'aTb Bpaxxa 6aba cTana ropLlumk MilaTu i BN'ATb KPUYUTL Y KOMUH Tii X pedi: "Tepnauy, Tepany!
LecATbOX MPUKANY..." — Ta 1 3Be/1a Ha OJHOro, yce-Taku naHa Ynacosuya, fani i npMmoBuna



HULLEeYKOM: "A XTO CUANTb Ta XAETb, TOW Hexal cobi 3acHeTb". Ta BN'ATb AMYXHYJ1a HAa XOPYHXXIBHY,
a BOHa, cepAellHa, TakK i 3acHyna... Ctana 6abycs yTpeTe MiwaTn 3in14 i BXe Wo € ayxy y Tpyby
KPMYUTb Ha Tepany; i AK AoBena 40 O4HOro, Tak a)k 3anuwana Big HaTyrun, Kpuya4dm 30 BCI€l CUM Ta
30BY41 NaHa YNacoBmYa, a Ha XOPYHXIBHY AMYXHYNa i FOBOPUTL: "A XTO CNNTb Ta Comne, Tak HexXaMn i
3axpone". A Big cboro naHHa MocunosHi 6ebex y noayLiky Ta i 3axponina Ha BClo xaTy... A TyT
LLLOCb i3 CiHel y xaTHi aBepi — ren! Ta 1 CTOrHe, i LWOCb MypHUYe, — i oxKa... [Mobaymnm onicng, Wwo 1o
Tam byno...

Vil

CMYTHWNI | HEBECENNIA CTOSB, PYKWN 3aN10XXMNBLUK, XBabpoi KOHOTOMNCLKOI COTHI MaH COTHMK, YnacoBuy
MukuTa 3abpboxa, y CNaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MicTeuky KoHoToni, Ha Byauui, 6ins WnHKy, fe ycerga
3bunpanacsa COTHA Y1 Ha MYLUTPY, 4YM Ha Nepeniky, Wo 4Yu He BTiK KOTPMIM Ko3aK YacoMm, bysa. CToiTb
BiH, cepaeka, pPyKun 3/10)KMBLLW, FON0BY MOHYPUBLLKX, MOB BiJl Mepea ApMOM; a KO3aKu Ha4ynucTo, ycs
COTHS, 9K CKJ0, Nepes HUM CTIHOK CTOITb, WanKM NOCKNaAaBLUN Ha NPUCH Y LWNHKY, Wob sk byae
MyLITpa, Tak Wwob He Nnocnaganu 3 ronos, a AiTBOpa, WO TyT Tak i 6ira kpyr Ko3auTsa, Wwob He
nigibpanu Ta He 3aNPOTOPUAN KYAU FreTb. Tak OTTO CTOATb KO3aKW i XAy Tb, WO 3 HAMK ByayTb
pobuTn i akmn npukas byae, Ta npomex cebe gewo i 6asikaloTb, MOB BOLA Ha IOTOKaX LWWYMUTb, ax
NyHa Ae; Ta A4OCTaBLUM 3 Xa/sB XTO PiXKOK 3 Kabakot, — Ta HIOXaloTb, Ta YXakoTb, @ XTO JIOJIbKY —
Ta, TyT Ii po3nanusLn, i CMOKYE.

MaH 3abpboxa CbOro HIYOro He BBaXa, i He 6a4nThb, | He YyE, Lo Kpal Moro aieTbes. oMy 30a€Thbes,
Lo BiH i fOCi c/lyXa, WO YMTaB oMy naH nucap KoHoToncbKol coTHI Mpokin Puroposuy MicTpsk. A
cell [aBHO BXe npoynTas, Wwo Tpeba, Ta, 310KuBLK Bymary, knage y KUWeHHo... AX oCb NaH
YnacoBuy 34UXHYB TSAXKO Ta Ba)KKO, MOB KOBaJlbCbKUIA MiX, Ta MMTa nNucaps:

— 34inan MUIoCTb, NpuaTeNto PUroposmnyy! poskaxkm MeHi cnoBamu, WO TU TaMm Yy NenopTi YyuTas? Tn
3HAELL, WO 5 HIYOro NMMCbMEHHOr0 HE PO3XKYH0, X0M i Y LWKOAI BYMBCA i "Bipyto" novas byno BunTK, Ta
Ha ")Ke 3a HUM" 5K 3aTSBCb, Ta W MOKWUHYB NUCbMO. Tak TU MEHi He YnTal, a PO3KaXMW, LLLO OTEeE, 3a
NenopT NPUHIC Ko3ak 3 YepHirosa? Agxxe Mu nocnanu NenopT, WO Y NOX04 He NiAeMo, X04 Hexal Kin
Ha FONOBI TELWYTb; HaM HIKOAW, ApYyre OiN0 3alLlLfo; Tak 4YOro Lie BOHM NaleKyTb?

— Yca cnmppa YepHiroscbka besymito yaaneca! — ctas KasaTu, NPOKaLIABLUNCH, NaH MicTpsk, —
BO3MWCYIOTb NMpeAnucaHie i N1atloTb Bac, NaHe COTHUKY, | MeHe — rm, rm! — BO3CO3MBalOTb —
npoLlanTe y CiM CNOoBi — AYPHAMM, 3aHEXXE MU BO3MHYLLAINCA iX MOBENIBAHIEM i HE HAaNpPaBMXOM
CTONW Hawa Ao YepHirosa.

— JloragaBch, X04 Yepes feesTe-n'aTe yToponas, Wo Ty, NaHe nucapio, roBopuLl; Tak ce6To Ham
yce-Taku 36upaTncb no YepHirosa?

— He iHayve, ik 0baye! — cka3aB PUropoBmy, MOPrHyBLLN YCOM.

— Tak TpsAcus X ix maTepi! OT iM gyna nig Hic! — Ta, 310XMBWKW Aoy, | CTaB KpyTUTU. KpyTme-
KPYTMB Ta Ha YepHiros i nocuna, Ta yce npuMUMOKYe. A fani Sk KpukHe: — He nigy; 9 iM nocnas Yepes
KPWBOro NIeNopT, LLO HaM HiKou.

A naH MicTpsK i Kaxe:

— Ta Hal KpMBWI iWwe He COTBOpUB AolwkKaHaubaHia | 4o nonoBMHM NyTi. He BO3MyLwlanTeCh, NaHe
COTHWKY; MU He i3MAemMo, AOHAEeXEe He NOJyYNMMO OTBITCTBOBaHISA Ha Halle COMHUTENbCTBO.



— Tak-Taku, Puroposuyy, He nigemo. bay, Ak 9 Mypo CKOHNOHyBaB? He nifemo Ta 1 He nigemo. Hy,
xsonui! CoOHe4yko 3ax04uTb, PO3XOLbTECh BeYepATH, a 3aBTPa YMM CBIT 3 KOCaMN KOCUTK MeHi. A
X0[iM, NaHe nucapo, 40 MeHe Be4vepsaTy; Ma3bKa Haninuaa Myapux BapeHUKIiB Ta Crpsrsia sewHio. ..
On, nnweHbko! On, patynte! On, biga! — cTaB naH YnacoBmy He CBOIM rosiocom npobi KpnyaTy Ta 3a
60KM XBaTaTUCh... MaH MMIiCTPAK i KO3aLUTBO KUHYNO0Cb A0 HLOrO, LLIO WO NOMY TaM CTanoca? AX BiH...
WenecTb. NiAHABCSA AOrOPM i MONETIB, K NTULSA, yCe-TaKM KpUYadn LLO € rosocy...

LLlo X TO y>XaxHysiMcsa yci Nloan y ClaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MicTeyky KoHoToni, ik nobaynnu, wo ix
npexsabpoi COTHI NaH COTHMK, MukuTa Ynacosuny 3abpboxa, Ta NigHABCL Nig caMicCiHbKi Hebeca i 6e3
Kpun, Ta NeTuTb, K Tas NTuusa! | XiHKK, | My>XrKK, i Mana aiTeopa, Ta Wwo To! i cTapi noBunos3anu 3
XaT AMBUTUCb Ha TaKy NPOABY, i yCi X TO No3aampany ronosu i AMBAATLCSA, AK NaH 3abpboxa, MOB
NTax KU 3aMOPCbKWIA, NeTUTb Nonig Hebecamn; pykammn 60BTa, MOB KpuiaMu, Yepkecka nomy
pPO34yBa€ETLCS, HOramMmn gpura, WapoBapun HanyXMancb, CaM ynoTis, Hibn y rapsyin 6aHi, i neTuTsb, i
KPWUYUTD, i Oe 3a34pnTb Ha 3eMi YOJI0BiKa, TO CKiJIbKM € Fonocy NuTK npocutb. Cee Bavayn, cTapi
NIOAN NAKKTh, XKaxalTbCA; XKIHKN rON0CATb 3 NePenfaKy, a MaJuM LiTAM He 0AHOMY [0BesIoCs
nepenonox BUANBaTW. A TO X | He CTpaLLHO?..

Mpokin Puroposuy, 6a4yayn Takee AnBoO, CTaB, 3a4paBLUVN SOTOPY FONOBY, POT PO33ABUB, aXX FOPJISHKY
BUIHO, OYi BUJIYNUB Ta PyKaMu 3Han po3Maxye, Wob To ninmaTun Ta BAEepXaTu NaHa COTHMKA, L0
noseTiB, K rycak. Ta 1 K03aUTBO yCe, Takui yce A0 0OHOro, AMBYBAIMCS Ha ClO0 KOMegito... Ta K i
He OMBYBaTUCb, Havayn, LLO YOJIOBIK O CBOIM YMi Hi 3 TOro Hi 3 CbOro noneTis, K NTax. | konm 6 ce
OMNiBHOMI, fIK YCAKa HEYMUCTb TOBYETHCS, @ TO LLLEe N COHEYKO TiJIbKM LLLO 3aMLLSIO...

Ctapa JIbo3HUXa NenBe Bif CTApoCTi Ta Bi4 Hegyrn BUALWIA Ha NOABIP'S i, ANBASHUCH HA KO3aKiB, SK
BOHW 36Mpanunch, K npomMex cebe xxapTyBanu, K NaroAnancb MyLUTPY BUKUAATK, 3UXHYNa Ta 1
Kaxe: "Cnasa T06i, rocnoaum, wo A He ko3ak! He 3nyxato i yepes xaTy nepentu, a 7o 6 Tpeba biratu
Ta 6opoTuUCh, Ta MywITpyBaTUCh! He xo4y, He Xo4y Ko3akoM ByTu!" — Ta i 3aaAMBMIACL Ha HKX, a
fani... 3upk! JleTuTb NOHa Heto WOoCh Take CcTpalHe... Po3rneaisimn, noTonana 4o Ko3akis i cTana
iM po3ka3yBaTu, Wob BXXe He A0XNAaNN NaHa COTHUKA, 60 BXKe BiH y BUpil noneTis. "d, — Kaxe, —
cama bayuna: neTuTb, MOB BOPOHMU, TiIbKM LLO HE Kpaka, a 3Hal NnnTu NpocnThb..."

MaH Nucap i Ko3akm — Hi4Yoro pobuTb — NOPO3iXOANANCH | MOPO3Ka3yBaan, XTO He HaymB, aK
KOHOTOMCbKWI NaH COTHWK, MuknTa Ynacosny 3abpboxa, noseTiB, MOB BOPOHa... | YCi X TO, XTO Npo
Ce He MoYye, 34BUIHe MJe4ymMMa Ta i AUBYETLCA | Kaxke: "XKan X gobpa, Koau i Ha4abCTBO Halle
obsigbMunock!" A lMpokin Puroposuy 3Ha, fe paku 3umytoTbcs! BiH xo4 i nepenskascb, Ta He 3abyB Hi
Npo BapeHWKMN, Hi NPo AELWHIO, Hi Npo Ma3bKy; ry/bk A0 Hel Ha BeYepto... Ta NPOo NnaHa COTHUKA BXeE i
He 3ragyBanu.

A Hal nap COTHWK neTiB, cepleLlHniA, neTis Big camoro KoHoTona i He 3Ha, e BiH ONMHUTLCA | WO 3
HUM Byae, ax rysibk — XyTip, i BiH YY€, LLO CTaB CNyCKaTUCh YCe HKYe, HUXYe... Po3rnsjae,
NPUANBNAETLCA — aX ce XyTip be3sepxuir, wo Ha Cyxin banui... OT NeTUTL Ta NeTUTbL NOHaA XaTamu
Ta B XOPYHXEBUN ABIp, Ae BXe BiH He pa3 6yB... OT K yneTiB y ABip Ta 40 XOPYHXIBHUHOI XaTu, Ta 'y
CiHW, Ta NPAMICIHbKO Y XaTHi ABepi, WO 3a4nHEHI i i3cepeanHn 3awenHyTi bynn, ren! Mos goBOHelO,
Ta TYT i NPOCTArHYBCb, K KON0AA, | He AuLle, | He BOPYLUUTBLCS. ..

OTce-TO renHyo y xaTHi ABepi, Ae YaklyBana Hah XOPYHXiBHOK KOHOTOMCbKa BibMa fBAoOXa
3ybuxa.

Ot fBpoxa 3apa3 i obizBasacb 4O HbOrO:

— He cTorHm gyxe i He oxai, Wwob XTo He NoYyB, Ta NAW WBKALle y XaTy. — BigwenHyna nomy
[BEpi, KNn4e noro, Knm4ye; a)x HemMa rnacy, Hi NoOCNyLaHis; NeXXnTb Haw NaH COTHUK, MOB oay6iB.



Hiyoro Asnoci pobuTmn, NOBOJSIOKSIA MOr0 CaMOTYXKKM Y XaTy, | iIK NepeBosioKa Ha apyre MicLe, BiH i
3aCTorHas, i o4MMa nyn! i He ni3Hae, Ae BiH Ce oNMHMBCL? Po3rnsfatoym ycroau, nisHas 3ybuxy,
3apas, CTOrHy4K, i mo4yaB KopeHuTn H6aTbKa i MaTip ii, Wwo 3pobuna Hag HUM Taky KanocTb. A fiBgoxa
TiNbKW 3Hal CBOE ToBYe: — He 3Ha€ew cBoro wacta! Ta He Kpnyun-60, po3byaunw yco asipHio. Lo x
OyneLl AiaTu: 319KaBCb, 3/19KaBCh, Hirae AiTucb. Hikonn Tenep nepenonox BuavMeaTu. Ha nnweHs,
MOHIOXal cboro. — Ta 1 nigHecna NoMy Nif HIiC TEPTOro XpiHy. BiH SK HIOXHYB, Ta 1 YXHYB aXX Tpudi, a
[lani cTaB NpoCUTY NUTK. ABAOXa Y3412 BOAW, NOLenTana Hag Heto, 36pr3Hyna Noro Tot BOLOH,
Jani 3/1M3ana A3MKOM XpecT-HaxpecT Yyepe3 BuA, Wwob 3 o4en 4Yoro He CTasloCk, Ta 1 gana nomy Tii
BOAWN HANMUTUCL. BiH 3@ 0ANH KOBTOK YMMasini BOASHYMK TaK i BUCYLLMB Ta N Kaxke:

— [an, TiTycto, we.

— Ane! — kaxe 3ybuxa, — g Tebe He NUTU coaM NPUKNNKana. NMOKMHb TPUXN Ta MHUXU Ta
NpYHbMaNCb 3a Aino. bay, aka Kpans nexuTb!

MaH 3abpboxa 03UPHYB 04MMa, ax< i B3A4pPIB, WO Ha NoJay CnuTb NaHHa OneHa... Ta Tak i 3a4puXas.,
MOB OMapeHun.

Ta n cnpasgai X 60 kpana 6yna! To xopowa byna, a To, AK po3sicnanack Ta i po34epBOHiNacCh, Lo TBIN
KapMa3unH abo poxa y cagy; KapceT po3LenHyBCs, COPOYKa pO3XpPUCTanach... KOCU TiflbKK, AK
MOPO3MyCKannCb, Tak BXe NPUKPUAN Na3syxy, Ta N TO He 30BCiM...

YnacoBuy Hall, SiK B34piB TaKy Kpasto, TO Tak i 3aX04MBCb KPYr COHHOI, MOB NaBuY; TiNIbKK
HaBCMMHAYKM TaHLUE 6ina Hei Ta po3rnsaa, Ta NAsSMKa, Ta C/IMHKY KOBTa; 3abyB i npauto CBOto, Wo
CTiNbKM NnepeneTis, i 3abyB, WO 1 NUTK NpocKB. He nae Ha yM Hi iga, Hi BoAa, Wo neped o4nma biga!

BiH 61 wo-Hebyab i Nnpuaymas... rM! Tak BA0OXa MOro 3a NoAy Cin i NpUTArHyNa A0 nevi i Kaxe:
"CxaMeHWCb mweHb, 6bnasHio! Tpeba aino pobuTtn, a He XxaHbKM MHATU. Ha nuweHb 0TCto Xaby Ta i
CKPYTW 11 FONOBKY HabiK i e Xu1By, He 300XLY, YKMHb MepLLii y nid 3a xap". OT naH COTHUK i
3pobuB yce, AK 3Benina nomy Asnoxa, i we xaba nuwiana, a BiH il BKUHYB Y MiY, Bifking 3ybuxa ysecb
OrOHb BUrpOMagalia Ha MpuMivoK. Ik cneknack i 3cylwmnacb Tas xaba, ABaoxa goctana ii, obipeana
yCe MHSICO, a KiCTOYKM no3bupana i CTana 3 HUX BUOMPATK: OT i 3HAWLLNE OOHY TOYHICIHBKO 5K
BMAEN0YKA, | HaBYMIa YNacoBmya, WO 3 Het pobuTw.

MaH 3abpboxa NPUTYMB TYIO BUAESIOYKY A0 CEPLS MAHHWN XOPYHXXIBHU... BOHA 3apa3 CMPOCOHHS |
3aroBopuia i kaxe: "l BXxe MeHi naH XanaBCbKuin!.. NAKK Ha HbOro. MUKNTOYKY, Min ronybynky! ne
Tn? npubyab A0 MeHe: Xo4 bu 9 Ha Tebe noamemnace..."

YnacoBuy 3 padoLLiB ik 3apero4yeTbCs Ha yClo XaTy, i AKbu He cnvHuNa noro ABaoxa, To Tak bu i
KWHYBCb Ha XOPYHXXIBHY; Tak Ta Moro 3a pyky Abopr! BigsBena Ta 1 HaB4una, LWo We Tpeba pobuTn.

OT NaH COTHUK i CTOITb 6ing Hei Ta 3Hal 3 OAHOI KULLIEHI BUHbME KaMeHKYKMN, TO KaMiHLi,
KpenMalLlKK, CKJISHOYKM, XapHIBKM — ce BCe HafaBana nomy 3ybnxa — OT BUHbME XXMEHIO CbOro
nobpa, nogepXnTb Ha pyui, NOOPSXKYNTL Ta N Nepecunne y Apyry KULWeHto, i Tak gosro pobus, a
NMaHHa XOPYHXXiBHa 3HaN CNPOCOHHA NPUroBoproE: "MUKUTOYKY, AyLWKO Ynacosumyy! Hac Big vacy
ayxxye Tebe nobawo!"

Nani IBaoxa nogana nomy »xab'svy KiCTOYKY, O HEHaYe KapJtoyKa, i Mo il HayLLEHito, TiNbKKN NaH
3abpboxa 3aKoNynHYB XOPYHXKIBHY JIereCeHbKOo Nifl CepLeM, Tak BOHa TakK i po3nananacs i ctana

Ka3aTu: "He xo4y... 3a XaNaBCbKOro... HE CUYNTE MeHe... BifaanTe MeHe 3a 3abpboxy... KON He
BigpacTe... yteuy..."

TyT ABAoxa BiABena YnacoBmya Bif NAHHOYKN | KaXe:



— bay, gk a 3pobuna, Wo BOHa Tenep Ha XasaBCbKOro naoBaTuUMe, a 3a To60 BOMBaTUMETbLCS.
Tenep 30BCiM: MOpa 4OAOMY...

— fk gpogomy? Tinbkn ycoboro i byne? — nuta naH MukunTa.

— bype 3 Tebe i cboro: 4oro Tobi Hinbw? — Kaxe 3ybuxa. — Tenep He Xypucs Hi 06 YiMm i xau, SK
BOHW no Tebe byayTb NpucunaTi i NaHbKaTUCL Koo Tebe. Tenep noigemo 4OoAO0MY.

— FK e Mun, TiTKo, noigemo? Konu BN'SATb NETITW, TO Lyp NOMY; €l He MOXY!..

— | Hi BXe, CUHKY, | MeHi Tebe xanb. Tenep noigemo, Ta Xo4 T AOPOrot0 ApiMaii, Xo4 i Crun, To He
6incb Hivoro. Mepepn ceiTom bynem foma. 4 3aBTpa BN'ATb TYT Byay i fam naHHi OneHi oTcii xab’a4oi
KiCTO4KM, Wwob Hocmna npwm cobi; nokm byae HocuTKn, noTn byae Tebe nbUTK. XodimMo X 3 XaTn Ta
MOigEMO; a TO BXXE CKOPO MaHHO4YKa NpokuHeTbca. OT 3ybuxa nosbupana yce CBOE, MoCKAagana, sk
in Tpeba byno, y3ana OHULLE | BEPETEHO i BMALWAA 3 YNacoBMYeM 3 XxaTW. BUALLOBLIN, Ka)ke NaHy
3abpboci:

— Cigan Ha OHMLE NO0-K03aLbKK, MOB Ha KOHS; a 1 Ae-Hebyab NpUYentocb; MeHi He NepBuUHa.

TinbKM TakK WO YNacoBmMY 3aHiC HOTY, fBAOXa SK CBUCHE, K LIMOKHE!.. OHMWE NigHAN0Ccs yropy, Ha
HbOMY MaH COTHMK BepXu, a 33ady niacina Asaoxa, Ta 3Ha BEPETEHOM MNoraHs Ta LMOKa, Ta
NPUroBOpPIOE, MOB Ha Kobuny, i NiaHaANncs nig camii Hebeca!..

CnanTb Hal KOHOTOMCbKWI COTHMK, MnkuTa Ynacosuy 3abpboxa, Ha AHWLLY, MOB Ha KOHIi; HOM NOMY
6e3 cTpeMeH Tak i TeninaTbCs, i, Wob He BNacTu, pyKaMu AepXUTbCS 3a TEE AHULLE, a BOHO
YKYpPUTb! BOHO YKY-pUTb, LLie NpyaLe, Yum Aubkosa npubnypna; a Hasaai Ynacosuya npuyenunnacs
3ybuxa Ta axk CKUrnnThb Bif xonoay, 60 BiTepeub NPoOAYBasB, i I KPINKo CKybeHTW* (* Opuxaku.)
LOKy4anu.

He Bcninu BoHW gobpe ornafiTnch, ax Bxe i KoHoTon HeJaneko. Asaoxa Wwock 3abopmoTana, ax ocb
LHULLE yCe HMKYe, yCe HKYe... Ta natock! 6ins 3abpbolumHmx BOpIiT i BNano... MaH Ynacosuy sk
rernHyB Ta aX He CTAMUBCS | He B34piB, K ABAOXa 3 AHULLEM Lie3Na, | He Brieais, XTo 3 Noro
XBipTKW LUMOPrHYB, TiNbKKN 6a4nTb, WO Ma3bka KOrocb NPoBOAKana.

— Yu ce BM, NaHN4YeHbKY? — NTa BOHa CBOro Ynacosmya. — [le ce B nponaganu i 4oci... 1 oTce yce
3a BaMu xypwunacs...

— Yoro X Tu BuMLWNa 3a BOPOTa? — PO3NUTYBaB i NaH COTHUK.

— 13 xxypbu! — kaxe Ma3bKa.

— A Koro x Tv nposoAxkasa 3 Asopa?

— Ta TaMm... 4yxun brn4ok 3abpascb 6yno 0o BaLOi CKOTUHMK, TaK 4...

— bunyok! go ckoTuHu! F'm! — Bopyas cobi nig Hic naH MuknTa, yXo4a4M y XaTy, Ta i 3BeniB
3acCBiTUTK CBITNO, 60 y XaTi Byn0 NOHOMI.

YHecna Ma3bKa CBiTNO... AMBUTLCA NaH 3abpboxa, WO Ha CTONI HEAOIAE BAPEHUKN, | OBI NOXKKN, i
[Bi Tapifiku, i HoCaTKa, BXXe NopoXHA, a AyniBkn KaTMa!.. loMopLmnBCh, 3aKonunue ryby Ta
noBopYaBLK: "BUYOK... 4O CKOTUHM!" Ta 1 NIWOB y CBITAMLIO, MOracue CBiTN0 Ta i 6ebexHyB Ha
Ni>XKKO, Ta noayMaBLim: "KaT ix 6epu! B MeHe € Tenep XOpyHXiBHa!.." — Ta 1 3axpin Ha BCIO xaTy.



IX

CMyTHa i HeBecena, NPOKMHYBLLWCH, CUAINA Ha IKKY NaHHa XOpYyHXiBHa, OneHa MocmnosHa, y CBoil
xaTi, y be3sepxomMy xyTopi, Wwo Ha Cyxin banui. CnguTb, No3ixa, 04uLi NpoTupa i cama cebe He
po3bepe, Oe BOHa, L0 BOHA, L0 3 Heto pobnaoch, WO i Take CHUIOCK i Big 4Oro il Tak TSXXKO Ta
HYHO.

AX 0Cb [ie He y3s1acb KOHOTOMCbKa BibMa, ABAoxa 3ybuxa. Yilweawmn y xaTy, 1 Kaxe:
— HobpuaeHb Tobi, NnaHHOYKo! Yoro TM Taka CMyTHa Ta HeBecena?

— Ox, 6abycto! Tenep s yce 3ragana!l.. Lo ce T 30 MHOIO Hapobuna?... — Tak, oxatouu, Kazana
NaHHa XOpPYyHXXiBHa.

— Ane! MoBYM Ta gnw! — Kaxke ABgoxa. — Ha finweHb 0TCen Karnwy4oK Ta Ha LWHYPOYKY novyenu Ha
LUMIO, TO yCe rapa3sg byne. — Ta, CEE KaXKyyl, i MoYennna Ha Wwuio, a B TiM Kanuwyui »ab’'sa4a 3agHa
npaBa narnka, Ta 3 Hei X nepecyLueHe cepue, Ta J1oboBa KiCTo4Ka, Ta MUKUTUHOrO CRify TPOXMK.
TinbKu Wo ce i novenuna, Sk NaHHa OneHa i noseceniwana, — SK 3 BOAW BunwNa. O4mnui Tak i
nafalTb, LLOKN 3a4epBOHINN, @ CaMa i Ha NiXKKY He BCMANTb, KMHyNacb Ao 3ybunxm Ta ax niaye Ta
NPOCUTB:

— TiTycto, ronyboyko, naHbMaTo4ko! LLlo xo4 pobu, Tinbku Biaaan MeHe 3a KOHOTOMCLKOro naHa
COTHMKa 3abpboxy, 1 Taku rapasf i He 3Hato, K Noro 30ByTb. Bigaan, Biggan WeMaLwe MeHe 3a
HbOI 0.

— Anxe BiH Tebe cBaTaB, Ta TV oMy nifHecna nevyeHoro rapbysa?

— Ta 10 9 6byna oypHa Ta 6oxeBinbHa... He po3rnenina noro gobpe, He po3nNuTanacs nlOAeNn, He
nocnyxana bpaTuka... Tenep MeHi CBiT He Mun 6e3 Hboro!..

— Ap)xe X Tv nobuw naHnya Xansecbkoro, OMensHoBMYa, CyaaeHkca? —

— Ta 7o 4 6byna aypHa Ta 6oxxeBinbHa! Big y4opalHbOro AHA i Lyp MOMY, i NeK NOMy Bif MEHE; i He
CNOMMHamM Npo Hboro. O4HO B MeHe Ha AyMmui, Wo xo4 abu nobaynTn naHa 3abpboxy, Ta HAANBUTUCH
Ha HbOro, Ta NpuroaybuTy noro, Ta Wob BiH MeHe B35B. — Ta, Cee Kaxyyn, bepkuLb 3 NiXKKa [0 Hir
3yOULLIMHUX Ta N NeXUTb, | Nnade, i NpocuTb: — 3pobu, TiTyClo, Wob BiH MeHe y34B, 5 Tebe Tpu rogu
byny piaHoto maTip'to 38aTu, byay Tebe i noBaxaTtw, i WwaHysaTu. Koin X BiH Bifl MeHe BiALYpPaETbCH,
nigy CBIT 3a 04MMa, caMa cobi cMepTb 3amnogito...

— Tarogi X, rogi, yramymnca! — kasana iv Asgoxa i nigHana il 3 gony Ta n nocaauna Ha nasui. — Ocb
yBinge TBi 6paTuK, T NOMY, HE COPOMAAYNCH, yCe PO3KaXK; Hexan ige mepLuin y KoHoTon Ao naHa
3abpboxu Ta 1 CKaxe, LWob npucrnas N aen 3a pywHukamn. OHae X i bpaTuk ine oo Tebe, a A nigy
B KoHoTon Ta 3 3abpboxoto 3po6to, Wwo Tpeba; He Xypucb Ta AisoM nocniwan. — Ta, Cee Kaxyuw, i
nilwnaa 3 XaTu, a MaHHa XOPYHXXIBHA 11 yCNig KpninTb: —| XyCTKY, | BECiNIbHY WNLWKY TO6I AaM...

AX OCb BBINLLIOB A0 Hel Yy XaTy bpaTuk ii, NaH XOPYH>XXEHKO, Ha JINYKY BECENEHbKUIA, HEHaYe i He ByB
HedyX, Tak gobpe nomorao nomy Bif 3aBapy COHALIHULb.

— Lo, 6paTuKy, Yn TM 300pOB? — NUTaa NOro CECTPULS, MaHHA XOPYHXXIBHa.

— TinbKn nepep CBITOM CNOYMB MICAA 3aBapy COHALIHULL Ta 1 3aCHYB Ha BCi 3acTaBkW. Ta Tenep i



HiYOro, — Tak Ka3aB NaH XOPYHXXEHKO.

— Hy, 6paTuky! He xypucs: ckopo Bxe Tobi byae Bons iT y Y4eHui, — CTasa Ka3aTu naHHa OneHa,
NOCYnuMBLLK 04MLi y 3emto. — A BXxe... Bubpana cobi xeHnxa... — cka3zana OneHu ta
3aCopoMmKachk i MoYepBOHiNa AK pak.

— A koro?

— [MaHa COTHMKa KOHOTOMNCbLKOro 3abpboxy.

— Lo nevyeHnm rapbysom nonowwiTysana?

— Erel!

— Apxe T, 6a4nTbCA, WOCh NUABHEHBKO NpUAKNana Ao naHa XansaBCbKoro?

— Lyp nomy! | He 3ragymn npo HbOro. A 34isan MUNOCTb, NOIAb A0 HbOro Yy KOHOTOM Ta 1 CKaXXW i
nonpocu, wob cborogHi, abo xo4 3aBTpa, HEXA NpPUCKNa N04en 3a PYLIHUKaAMK, a Y Hedino i
Becinns.

— Ta wo ce T06i Tak HIKOAM NpMNano? — ONUTaB ii NaH XOPYHXXEHKO, a CaMOro ax< 3a XUBIT Y3410,
L0 BXeE i oMY HefoBro bpuwkatu y mupy. — LLe 6, MoXe, X04 TPOXU ornsaginace, a To WUTK-6inntn,
3aBTpa BennkpgeHs.

— YMpy, KON 4yepes TMXXAEHb He Migy 3a NaHa COTHMKA. A noro cborogHi 6aynna ysi CHi: Wo 3a
Xopowun! 9K HamasnboBaHWI; a baraTuin! Tak i MipyM Hema: Tak i nepecuna 3 KULWEeHi y KALWEHIO i
rpoLUi ycaKi, i cpibHi, i 30M10Ti, i XeMuyr, i ycake gopore KamiHHSA... 34inan MmnunocTtb, bpaTuky,
cokonuky, nebeanky! MNocniwan skomora. Mpmeesu i noro 3 coboto, NprBesn i Nloaen, Wwob Kkomy
WBMAL PYLWHWKK nogasaTu... abo nogen He Tpeba, i TyT Ha3bMpaeMo; TiNbKK NOro MepLLii, Noro Ao
MeHe Be3n!

Tak yparoBa KOHOTOMNCbKa BiabMa Hapobuna, wo 6iaHa AiBYMHa a)k Ha CTiHY AepeTbcs Ta npobi baxka
naHa COTHMKa Ynacosu4ya 3abpboxy.

Hidoro naHy xopyH»eHKy pobuTtn! 3BeniB CHigaTh nogaTw, icThb i Agyma. He yaoBOAMBCS i He
HagyMaBcs, 3abaxxaB obinatu; obiga i gyma. Oani gk noobigas, Ta N HagyMaBCh i KaXke cam cobi:
"MaH XansBCbKWM i Yy POT HiYoro He Bepe, a NaH 3abpboxa — He y34B NOro YopT, HE NPOSINBA; Lie
wob i meHe He nepenus. Hy, gapma! Biggam CcecTpy 3a HbOr0 Ta 3 ro4 Micus 3 MOIOAUMM MOXMBY".
Tak nopasBsLIKUCb caM 3 coboto, CiB Ha Bi30K Ta 1 YKypHYB y KOHOTOM, NPAMICIHBKO 0 NaHa COTHUKA,
MukuTtun Ynacosmya 3abpboxu.

TyT Halwa NaHHOYKa i 3aX0AnNacb NOPATUCh | K CBaTaHHIO MPUBMPATUCL: XaTy MUE, CTONN, NNaBKMW,
MUCHMWKM 3MMBa, NTULO NaTPa, JOKLUUHY KpULLE, FOPLKN HACTaBNs, PYLWHUKN HanarogXxye... Tak, Lo
BCi HAHbMUYKM aXX No3acanyBasiMCb Bif TaKOro NopaHHs.

X

CMYTHMI | HeBecenuit CUAiB NaH cygaeHko, Aem’ asH OMensaHoBUY XansBCbKWUIA, y CBOIM XyTOpi, Y
NyCTin XaTi, BiAKiNIb NOBMIraHAB YCix i3 cepus. | 3HaM To cepauBCb, TO CYMyBaB, TO JlasfB YCAKOro, XTO
TiNbKN Ha OYMKY NOMY MPUXOANB, TO CBITOM HYAMB, i3 XXypbu axk 3axnaB. K xe nomy 6yno He
XypuTnch? MaHHa XOpYyHXXiBHa, Lo 3 be3sepxoro xyTopa Ha Cyxiit Banui, OneHa MocnnosHa, KoTpa



noboXxmnach i 3aknsnacs, Wo Hi 3a KOro 3aMix He nige, onpiy noro, Lo He 0AMH BeYip BiH 3 HeEl0 10
niBHOYI Npocuais nif Bepboto 6iNg KpUHULI, 3 KOTPOIO BiH | NnepcTeHaMn 06MiHUBCh, KOTpa NoMy
CBATOI N'ATIHKOW 3aboXxmnnacs, Wwo TiNIbKK BiH BEPHETHLCA 3 MOX0AY Bif YepHiroa Ta npuwe
Nlo4en, To BOHa 3apas i Noda€ pyLWHUKN a BiH, Ha Ce€ NOHa4ifABLWNCL, Ta Y YepHirosi ax n'aTb Kin
npoTpAc, Wwob Noro He aep>xanu Ta BiANyCTUAN OXKEHUTUCH... LLLO BiH BUPBaBLUMCL 3 YepHirosa, 6ir
K CKa>XEeHWUIN [0 CBOro XyTopa, 6ir i Hiy, i AeHb, | KOHA 3aHanacTuB, i CaM, a)k 3acanaBLNCb, YCKOYUB
y XaTy Ta MepLuii i ryKHyB Ha XiBpto, Taku CBOIO HaHbMUYKY, o6 birna AaabKiB Ta TPOKPOLHUX
HpaTiB 4O HBOrO NPUKANKana, Wwob mMepLwin bpanu xnib cBATUI Ta NanUyKK Ta ixanu 6 o NaHHK
XOPYHXXIBHU 3@ PYLUHMKAMMW... aXK TYT Nomy XiBps i nigHecna nuHxBy: "LLLo, — Ka)ke, — naHHy
XOPYH)XXiBHY B)X€ NpOoCBaTajn 3a NaHa COTHMKA KOHOTOMNCbKOro, Mnknty Ynacosmya 3abpboxy, L0
BXE€ N PYLWHMKN No4aBasu i CBaTaHHA 3anuiu, Ta Wo Hy! Wo TinbKun Tor, XTo He ByB ia cBaTaHHI, Ton
He ByB N'SAHWI, a TO BCi IOCKOM JieXanun ax 40 APYroro niBHS; Wo 3aBTpa byae i BeCinng, Wo Bxe
NaHHOYKa 3 PO3MNYLLEHOI KOCOI, 3BICHO, SIK CMPOTa, No ByAnUAM y KOHOTONI 3 NiCeHbKaMyn XOA4UTb i
APY>XXe4oK 36mpa; Lo Noro AAAMHN NOHAPAOXKYBaauCh i niwnn y be3sepxmin xyTip kopoBato braTu;
110 caM naH 3abpboxa NpUi3aMB i NOEQHAB iM CNINOr0 CKPUMHMKa Ha Becinni rpatu..." Cee yce sk,
NOBUCYXOBYBaB NaH XaJsiBCbKUIN Ta K PO33ABMB POT CyXatoyu, TO BiH Tak NOMY i 30CTaBCb, aX
NaTbOKWN NOTEKNN. A fani K 3aTPYCUTbCA, HEHAYe Y IMXOMaHLi, 04i aXk Ha nob noBMNasnan Ta MOB
ropsATh, Ta fK 3/10XKMB KyJlaky, K xpsanHe cebe no rosiosi, Wo HaCWUy yCTOSB i JOBFO YMeNiB CJlyXas,
[ani BXe fK Mo4Yas, MOB po3nepesaHuil, 1asTut i naHHy MocunosHy, i naHa XOpyH>XeHKa, i naHa
3abpboxy, i AfAbKIB, | ASAUH, | BpaTiB, | HEBICTOK, | APYXKOK, | KOPOBAMHULLb, i CNTINOr0 CKPUMHKKA, |
HaHbMWYKY XiBPIO... BXX€ KOPEHNB-KOPEHNB, BUYNTYBaB-BMYNTYBAB, aX MiHa oMy 3 poTa 6’€, MOB y
CKaXXEHOoro... a Aai gk KuHeTbCcs Ao Xiepi... Tak bun ii i po3Tep3as, AKbK He goraganacs Ta He
BTEKNa.

OTTO BiH 30CTaBCb CaM cobi y xaTi Ta N CyMyBaB, i XXYPUBCb, i 3 cepusa noHapueas cobi 3 rososu
BOJIOCCA MOBHi XXMEHi... Ta K 34yMa, L0 BXe He MOXHa Hi4YMM [iina nonpaBuTK, Ta TakK i 3arofiocuTb,
aX 3aBUE, MOB NaHOTLEBCbKUN XipT, Ta 1 NOAEPETHLCA Ha CTiHY.

Bxxe BgecATe ToBKMa4ymB cebe TO Mo rosiosi, To N0 rpygax Kysa4yyaMm i TiibKK Wo Hagymas byno
rosioBoto 06 CTiHY TOBKTUCh... aX... pun!.. i yBinwna y xaty babycs, cTapa Ta npecTapeHHa,
3ropbunack, Yepes CUy HOrM BOOYE | MAJINYKOIO NiANMPAETLCS.

Beinwna, noksoHmMnach Ta i Kaxe; "obpuaeHs To6i, naHn4YeHbKy!"
A NaHW4Y MOBYUTb, BUTPILLMB OYi Ta cone.

— YoMy Taku B Tebe HeEMa HiiKoro nopaHHAa? — Kaxe 6aba, He NOTypakyK, WO BiH ANBUTLCS Ha Hel,
MOB CKaXXeHW. — Hi NTuLi He naTpatoTb, Hi 6apaHLa He 3api3aHo, i MyKM Ha JIOKLLMHY HIXTO He
kpuwe! OT Tak npnbepuck! 3aBTpa B HLOro BeCinng, a BiH cobi i oB-Ba!..

He 3Hato, fe 6 To onuHunack caa 6aba, i Ak 61 3axpycTinm ii KICTOYKK, | XTO 6 TO iX i3 LyLUKOM
no3bupas, ak6u em’'sH OMensHOBMY He pO3CepAamnBCh 3a Cii 6abyCnHi peyi Tak, Wo BXXe He MOXHa
6inblw! MiHKM NOMY NOBHWIA POT, aXX Yepe3 Kpal Teye, i A31Ka He NOBEPHE, TiNbKN TPYCUTLCS, Ta
KyJlakn CTYNUB, Ta CKUMJITb, MOB KPUBUIA LyLMK. [lyMKa Taka, Wwo akbu we Tpoxu, To BiH bu 3 cepus
NonHyB. Ta Ak Taku i cTepniTn? TyT 4010BiKoBi 30BCiM 6iga! Tinbkn Byno HanarogMBCh XEHUTUCS |
nogen nocunaTu 3 xnibom, a TyT NOMy AiBKa i nifHecna nevyeHoro rapbysa! Ta we X fka 1 fdiBka?
Ta, wo nobunacsa 3 HUM TPOXK Y1 He BiNbll rofy, WO He OfHY Hid npocuina 3 umm nig sepboto b6ing
KpUHULUi | TYyT BoXXmnnacs i 3anpucarnacs, Wo Hi 3a Koro He nige, onpiy noro; a TyT 04HO Te, Wo nae
3a Apyroro; a apyre Te, WO iA4e 3a NaHa KOHOTOMNCbKOro COTHMKa 3abpboxy, Ha4 KOTPYM BOHa i 3a
0di, i B Bi4i HacMixanacs. Tak aK TyT 6yno naHy CyaneHKy CTEPNiTK, WO Nicna Takoi bian npunwna
6abycs, Ta We 1 Taka, Wo rmako cKinkamm y3aTu, Ta i Ha Hag HUM Kenkye. BiH 61, kaxy, NnoTpoLmB
On il Ha WMaTKK, K CTapui fepkay, Tak MoMy Ayx 3anepio, i BiH He 34y>Ka | MOBOPYLUMTUCH, @ BOHa



TUM 4YacoM i Kaxe: .

— Yoro-60 T Tak NtOTy€eW? MoBYM Ta AWLL, Ta Ciyxait MeHe. byay 5 cyyYa AOHbKA, KOS MaHHa
XOpyHXiBHa OneHa, LWo 3 be3Bepxoro xyTopa, He byae 3a To60IO Le 3aBTPa YUM CBIT.

fIK cka3ana nomy ce 6abycs, Tak BiH 3 paoLliB aX 3apuKaB Ta LOCb XOTIB CKa3aTu, Ta il He 3Mir; a
TiNbKW BMBaNMUB 0Yi Ta, CUIKYIOHNCh, leABe-nefiBe NPOMOBUB:

— WNo?

— Ta byab 9 WenbMOBCbKa, aHaxXTeMCbKa A04YKa! Wob MeHi o4i noBmMaasnnu, Wwob MeHi pyku i noru
noKop4mo, Wwob MeHi Tpacus, LWob Ha MOIN TBapi CiNo CiIMCOT NICTPAYOK Ta BONAYOK, — Ta N yCAKUMN
BiAbOMCBHKUMW NPOKJIMHAHHAMM CTasla NPOKJIMHATUCh, — KON, Kaxke, He 3pobto Tak, Lo TL 3
OneHoto 3aBTpa y ByTPeHi 0OBIHYAELWICS; TiNbKU ClyXall MeHe: ag)ke T MeHe fobpe 3Haew?

AIK-Taky CbOMY MaHWYeBi i He 3HaTU KOHOTOMCLKOI BigbMu, fiBaoxu 3ybuxmu (6o ce BoHa byna), konu
BOHa MOMY pa3 A3M40K NigHiMana, yapyre oCcTyfy 3HiMana; Tak BXe Aanacs BOHa NOMY 3HaTUC.
OTTO 9K MOYyB BiH Ce Bif Hei, Tak Ha AyLWi CTafo NoMy neriue: 3apas i 3po3yMis, Wo nomy Tpeba
pobuTn, Ta MepLin i 6epknub N HOrKM Ta N NPOCKTS:

— TiTo4ko, ronyboyko! 3pobiTb, K 3HaeTe 3p0biTh, W6 Most Byna OneHa; winiciHbkun rog 6yay Bac
piAHO MaTip'to 3BaTW; KYNO MAaxTy, OYiMOK, cepnaHok, 4oro 3aba)ka AyLla Balla i BaWworo KoTa...
TinbKy AnBITECH NMLLEHb: BXXe ONneHa ApyXe4vok 36upa, KopoBanHML BXe A0Ci 4Ky Mo XaTi
MOHOCUIN; @ NaH COTHUK KOHOTOMCHKUIA, MUKUTa YNacoBMY, HaMHAB CNINOro CKPUMNHUKA Ha BeCini
rpaTu, TakK ge BXe...

— Xiba X 9 He ABpoxa? A nomy 3pobnto BeCinna? Hexan NiMWeHb YKOLITYETbCA, HEXaN NPOTPYCUTb
6aTbkoBi kapboBaH4MKM ans Tebe, a A i noro oxeHto! Hexan i OneHa 36upa Opyxxeyok, Hexaw
NoYMHalTb NpucnisyBaT MUKUTI, a g 3Hato, WO 3BeAyTb Ha [eM’aHKa. NpMHbMaNCs X XyTKO; KaXu,
wob y rocnodi i neknu, i Bapuau, i Yoro Tpeba HaTouMAKM, a Tv 6ixxn 36upan 6odp, CBaLLKY, CBITUIKY,
CTapocCTiB, Ta AKoro-Hebyab 6aTbka 3Hanan, Wob NopsaoK AaBaBs.

Ary! naH cyaaeHKo noBecenilas; XBaTWUB NOAC | CTaB Nianepe3yBaTWUCh Ta 3a LWanky 6bpaTuck, Lob
iTW 3a NoI3A0M, a ABAoXa, BUXO4A4YM 3 XaTW, CTasa BECiNIbHOI CNiBaTW, Ta We N NPUCKaKYE:

Y [leMm'siHKa Ta 6aTbKiB, MHOr O,
A pioHoro Ta Hi ogHoro.

Ta BCe TaKki, Lo HanuTucs,

A HiIKOMY 11 NOXYPUTUCS.

Yce Taki, Wo NUTU-rynaTu,

A HiKOMY Ta NopafoHbKK OaTw.

Xl

CMyTHa i HeBecena ybupanacs y CBOil XxaTi MaHHa XOpyHXiBHa, MlocunosHa OneHa, Ha CBOEMY
be3sepxomy xyTopi, Wwo Ha Cyxin banui. | BBupaeTbcs, i He BbUpaeTbes; Tpeba 6 To nocniwaTw, 60
BXKEe y ceni nepen3BoOHUAN A0 BYTPEHI yB OAWNH A3BiH i CTanun yBO BCi A3BOHUTW; Tpeba in nocniwaTtu
[0 uepkBu, 60 y4opa Ha 4OMOBMHAX TakK NOPaAWanCh, Wob 1 TyT y BYTPeHi i 3BiHYaTUCh 3
KOHOTOMCbKMM COTHUKOM, NaHoM 3abpboxoto, MuknToto Ynacosumyem, a Big xyTopa Ao cena byae
BepCTOB 3 N'aTb abo ABi: Tak oT Tpeba in nocniwaTty, Wob BCMiTK, Tak LWOCh PYKW HE NifiiMaloThCS.



Y)xe BOHa i po34yecanacs; BXe i Kocu y apibyluku nonnena, ctana NeHTU NoknafaTw... 3UpK! Lo Hi
Haly44a CKMHAAYKA, WO i nofapyBaB NaH CyAOEeHKO... Tl TaK i Y3410 i3-3a nneyei; 3rajasLiy Noro,
3aCcyMyBasia i TPOLWKM cnflakHyna. 3ybuxa X TyT Tak i po3cMnaeTbCs. | Cloan WwaTHeTb s, | Tyam
MOTHEeTbCS: i HaMUCTO ONeHi HaB'A3Y€E Ha LWNIO, | TONIOBY KBiTHa; a SK Hapsiauna 30BCiM, TO 1 BUbirna
MepLLin HagBip; MOBEPHYNACb Ha OAHIN HO3i NPOTK COHLUS TPWYi, 3allenoTiNa Wockb Take cobi
HuLe4vKkoM, obBesia pyKoto Tyau, e ceno, Ta 1 CKasana:

XTO MaB nocniwaTw,

Hexalh He Bunge 3 xaTu,

| wob no cxon coHus

He 3HaMLWOB Hi ABepen, Hi BiKOHLS.

YBiWweawm BN'aTb y XaTy, CTana 3HapaaXaTu NnaHHOYKY OneHy 00 BiHUS; 3Benina i Tpuyi
NMOKNOHUTUCL Y HOrn 6aTbKOBI | MaTepi, WO A4 Takoro Cjyvato 3Hanwnn, a aani i bpaTukosi
pigHoMy. CTapwwin gpy>ui fana napy CBi4e4YoK M'aTakoBUX 00 BiHUA, XYCTKY PYKU 3B'A3aTH, PYLUHUK
nig HOrW i Wara nig pywHWK nanaMapesi 3a CTaBHUK, a Aani TUXECEHbKO, LWob HiXTo He bayums, gana
TeX OPYXLUi AKYCb KICTOYKY Ta AKUNCb pen’sLwoK i HaB4ua ii, Wo i Kosv 3 Hummn podbutu. OT i niwna
Halla MO/0[a 3 CTapLUOK APY>XKKOIO y Ceso, Nochillaoyn A0 BYTPeHi, wob Tam wnob nprHbMaTK 3
naHoM 3abpboX0t0, KOHOTOMCHKNUM COTHMKOM, MUKMTO YnacoBuyem.

LLlo x pobuna ABOoxa, 30CcTaBWNCb Ha be3Bepxim xyTopi? Tam AiByBasia rofiB COPOK AiBKa, a 3Banu i
Conoxa. biaHa Ta npebigHa: Hi ogexi y Hei He 6yno i Hivoro. Ta Lie Ha 04HO OKO CAina, Big NapLuisB
BOJ10CCS MOBWNA3WII0, | FOJI0OBA rONiCiHbKA, K LOJIOHA; YCA LWWNSA B YAPAKaX Ta B MICTPSAKAX, ax Teye;
Ha woui orHuk; 3ybis Hegonik, ropbaTeHbKa, KypHOCa, TiSIbKN SMKa 3aMiCTb HOCA; Ha OOHY HOry
KpuBa i NpaBoi CKapato4eHoi pykn o poTa He nigHece. OT TaKy-To Kpanio 3ybuxa B3sSBLWN, Ta
ybpana B NIeHTU i 3aMiCTb KiC MOpO3nyckana KiHui, yaarna y 4y>xy CBUTY, BUNpoOXaja HaMucTa 3
XpecTamu i NoB’s3ana in Ha WKo, Ta, K BXKe 30BCiM ybpana, ABgoxa nocagmnna ii BEPXuN Ha NasinyKy,
a caMa cina Ha gpyry, UMOKHYNa, HbOKHYNA... NAaNYKN YKYPHYJIN CKINIbKN AYXY, @X MU 3@ HUMN
xmapoto. Mpubirwn y ceno oo uepkeu, Asnoxa i kaxke Cogoci: "CTini e Tu, AiBKO, Ha pyHAYKY, 6ins
KYHW, Ta lepXu B pyLi OTCIO MaKiBKy. AKuiA Ko3ak npune Ta o3bMe Tebe 3a pyKy, Ta yBene
BIHYaTUCb, HE APOYUCH, HE LLapaMOHbCS, BiHYalNCb CMiNNBO. MNA4N X, AOXUAAN 00 CXO4 COHUS".
Conoxa cTana i poxupaa, a iBAoxa MOTHYyJlaCb 40 CBOro gina.

OneHa X 3 CTapLUO APYXXKOI 3Hal ioyTb Ta NochiwatTb Y ceno, wob nocnit Ao ByTpeHi. OneHa,
L0 nae, To yce BUXBansd NaHa 3abpboxy, KM TO BiH FapHUI, YOPHABWIA, MOBHOBUAWN, AKi TO B HHOIO
YCW WNETHI | AKNA caM YBECb JIENCbKUI Ta MOTOPHUI. AK Xe, iayyu, e TiNbKK 3inayTb Ha
nepexpecTs, TO CTapLua ApYy>XKeyKa KiCTOYKOI0, Lo gana Asfoxa, Tpudi naHHy OneHy y cnuHy
TUXEHbKO: CTYK, CTYK, CTYK! Ta n npumoBuTb: "A retb, Hentbe! "; To OneHa ii i nuTa: "LWo Tu,
CEeCTPUYKO, MeHe B CNNHY ToB4Yew?" — "Ta TO 4, NaHHOYKO, Mip'A4K0 3HANA, Ha KYHTYLWi 6yno
npunannno”. To OneHa i CTaHe BN'ATb NP0 NaHa YnacoBu4ya KasaTW, Ta BXXe He 3 TaK NOro NoxBasse;
TO B HbOr0 HEMA TaKMX 04YULb, SK Y NaHa CyAOeHKa; Ha APYriMm nepexpecTi i ycu noraHili, 4Ynm y
naHa XaNAaBCbKOro; Aasli BXXe BiH i CAKWUA, | TAKWI, | CTUAKNNA, | BPUAKURA, | NOraHWin, i Mep3eHHniA. A
AK AiNWAn oo LEepPKBKM, TO CTaplla ApYy)XXeYyka TUXEHbKO 33a4y ¥ po3B’'A3ana LWHYPOYOK, Ha YiM
nosilweHnn ByB Kanwy4ok, a y TiM Kanwy4ui 6yna xxab’a4a 3aiHs npaBa flanka, Ta 3 Hel X
nepecylleHe cepLe Ta 1060Ba KicTo4ka, Ta MukmToBoro cnigy Tpoxu. OT SK po3B’s3asia, a ToM
Karwy4ok i cnas, Tak wo OneHa i He34ynacs; OT BOHa 3apa3 i KpukHya: "Lyp Xe oMy, nek nomy,
ToMy 3abpboCi, He X04y Ta 1 He X04Y 3a HbOro 3aMiX. BepHimocs, cecTpo, Aoaomy". — "Ta 4oro X
BEPTATbCA? — KaXke Apy)eyka — MOoCTiMMO X04 TPOXi Y LEPKBIi; KON X NaH COTHUK fo Tebe niginge,
o6 wnob NnpuHbMaTK, TO TU TYT i BiAKNHLCA. Ce Wwe noMy CTugHiw byae, Wo npu AasX Takuin
bewkeT nomy 3pobuw..." — "OTce cnpasBai, Wo Tak, — Kaxxe OfieHa, — Taku TYT NOMY MeXXi oMi i
MoHY. Xo4iM Xe y Lepksy".



YBilWwna B LiepkBy. MaHHa Moc1noBHa 3UPK-3UPK NO LIePKBi — HEMa NaHa Yacosnya. Bxxe WBUIKO |
BMWAYTb, @ NOr0 HEMA; OT BOHA TO NMOYEPBOHIE, AK MakK, To nobinie, K NONOTHO; yce, cepaeLuHa,
60iTbCS, WOo6 BiH He BBIALWOB Ta W06 He NOTArHyB ii 40 Wby, AX 0Cb, TiIIbKN WO AOYMTANNCS 80
"BO yTpuE i36mBax", axk WACTb Y ABEPi: CBALUKMW, CBITUNKNK, BOApW, OPYXKKO, NiAAPYKHUA, CTapoCTw;
Ta yce He NpoCTi, yce 3 NAHCTBA, Y KYHTYLaXx, Y YepKecKax, y CyKHSAX Takux, Lo TiSIbK1 noyMokan!
LLle BaXkHiWw 6yan, 44M y HaLLOro NOMOBMYa, LLO A0 XBMI030XBUI XOAMB Ta, OXKEHUBLUNCL Ha HaLLiN
ASKIBHI, y HAC y cesli NONoM CTaB. A 3@ TakKMM-TO MOI340M YBINLWOB i MONOAMNNA... XTO X TO TaKWUA?
OneHa TaK i 3aTpycunacs, SK B3apina, Lo Ce He NaH COTHMK KOHOTOMNCbKWIA Y1acoBmWY, a CyTh NaH
CyOAeHKo Xansecbkni OMensHoBMY, KOro BOHa TaK Wnpo ntobuna. A cTaplla Apy>XevyKa MepLuin Tum
pen’sixoMm, Wo BiAbMa Aana, Ta il y CNUHY TOBK! Ta i NpMMOBUAIa TUXEHLKO: "lpnyenncs BN'aTb".
OneHa nicng cboro Tak i 3ropifia, Ta NPOMIXK Hapoay Nponxasacs A0 NaHa XansaBCbKOro, Ta Moro 3a
pyKy cin! i kaxe: "bepu meHe! Ak xo4, a bepn! Konm x B Tebe € apyra, To NOKaxKu, Oe BoHa, 1 i,
Cyui, TyT Xe odi Bugpsinato. To s 6yno oboxxesonina, a Tenep ympy, Kosim MeHe nokuHew..." — "Ta ¢
XK 3@ TUM, NAaHHOYKO, | NPUIALLIOB, W06 3 ToOOO 3aKOH NPUIMHATK", — CKa3aB NaH CyaAeHKO Ta 1 NoTAr
il 33 pyKy A0 CTifnbusg, a Bxe nin bys noegHaHuin. He 3abapunnce, npocnisanm "no3y naoaosuty",
OKPYTWJIX KPYT CTifbLA, 3BENIN MOJIOAUM MNOLiSlyBaTUCh, BYNCTUAN 3 MOJIOLOrO NiBKOMW Ta i
BiANyCTWAW, 0OAOMY, @ CaMi 30CTaINCS TO CBIYKWN racUTU TOLO.

X

CMYTHWI | HEBECENUIA XOANTb MO XaTi MaH KOHOTOMNCbKMIN COTHMK, MuknTa Ynacosumy 3abpboxa,
YPSAANBLUNCE IKMOXXHA FapHill, i BAFTONMBLUMCb YACTEHbKO, i 4y6 nigcTpurwim nrobeceHbko. XoanTb
BiH MO XaTi, Kyau e 3Be4yopa npuixas 3 KoHoTona y ceno, wob y ByTpeHi BiH4aTUCA 3 MaHHOI
XOPYHXiBHOW V0cnnoBHOI0, SIK y4opa [oMOBUANCS. TibKY L0 BAAPWAN B 3BiH 40 YTPEHI, BXKE BiH i
CKOYMB, i po3byame naHa nucaps MNictpska, PUroposmya, Lo NOKANKaB Noro y ctapLui 6ospu.

MokK A3BOHWM, Halle KO3aLuTBO rosmaocs, obysanocs, oasranocs; i sk Bxe b6yna nopa, 7o,
OLArHYBLUWN HOBi, KPUMCbKMX CMYLLKIB, KOXYXM, CTaJIN BUXOAUTMW.

— Ta oTBep3anTe, NnaHe Ynacosuny, 6e3 npeTkHoBeHiA. Mpucni-6o Yac. HyTe X, HyTe! MNowTo Hag
3awinkoto rnymnsetTecsk? CokpyLlanTe ii; 0TBep3anTe BpaTa Yy CiHW, — Tak KyMaHAyBaB naH
Pvroposmny Ha NaHa COTHMKA, LLO 3HaW Maua No ABepPsAM, Ta He BiAUYUHA.

— Ane! — kaxe Mukuta Ynacosu4y. — OTBep3an Tu, Konu 3Hanzew. bay, Hema asepeint!..

— Yeco paam cue buctb! — Kaxke NaH nucap. — [iBepi CyTb Ha Npa3i, a npar Ha ABepsx. BocTarHiTh
NALLEHb MNISMKY...

— Tak aka TyT y YyopTa nnsMka? CTiHa rona, a asepen katma. OT caMm A0AMBUCH!

KnHyBCb naH MicTpak... xan, xan! mau, Mau! — Hema ABepen Ta i KNSMKKU He Hanana; cama CTiHa
CTana nepef HUM. LLlyka ouH, WyKa — axk YNoTie, CBAPUTLCS APYrvUi | NepeMiHUTb NOoro; CTaHe
CKpi3b obMaLyBaTh — HeMa Ta i Hema!

— Lo 3a Hepobpa maTn? [le y racnuga nofiBanucs ABepi? — ax CKUrnnTb naH 3abpboxa; Ta 3
cepus ax 3ybamu Knaua, 60 BXXe LaBHO Y BCi A3BOHW Nepen3BOHUIIN.

— Bungix, oepi, oTBEp3aloLLumica ciMo i oBamo i ce He bi! — Tak rapyas Puroposumy, axk naTam Ha cobi
pBy4n. dani kaxe: — A LLO COTBOPIMO, NaHe COTHUKY? Po3Bep3im 06'aTia | npucTynim Ha
NPUKOCHOBEHIE, OHAEXE COTBOPMMO COBOKYIJIEHIE.



— Ta Ka)Xxu MeHi NpocTo, NaHe nNucapto! Tenep He A0 NUCbMa! — Ka3aB MOMY, aXk naavyyu, naH
Ynacosuy. — A 1 Tak cebe He TAMAIO, a BiH LLe NMCbMOM 04i KoBUpSA. Kaxxun-6o npocTo.

— [pMKOCHOBEHIE, 0CSA3aHi€, CUpid MauaHie. [lagiTe Bawy AeCHULY Y MO0 WynLt, Ta n bygemo
pa3oM MaLaHi€ BOCMPOi3BOANTM KPYT YCil XaTu, YN He COKpULIAca e ABepi BO OHIM Micui abo 4n He
SKWUIA Bpar, HeHaBuaan gobpa, NoxXmTw ix.

Hacuny po3yyxas naH MukuTa, Wwo nucap xo4e pobutun. OT i NpURHANMCA MaLaTun no cTiHi. OanH ige
yB 0auH 6iK, a gpyrun y apyrui: may, mau! xan, xan! "4u €, Puroposny?" — "HicTb! ilwe3owa, ako
anm", — "Xogim ganbw". Bn'aTb niwan. "Yu obpinun, naHe Ynacosnuy?"-"Tedpy! bogan BoHn 3cnnznu!
A BXxe 1 "0ocTonHo" A3BOHATL. Al Mopoka Ta n rogi!.."

ObnanatoTb yClo XaTy, 3inAyTbCsA BN'ATb AOKYMNW... HEMa ABEPEN, Ta N HEMA. Bn'aTb po3inayTbcs; Ton
Mo COHLIO, @ APYrMin HaBMaKW COHLSA... lanatoTb... 3inOyTbCa.. Hema! Bxe 6 paai xo4 6u BikoHLEe
HaMauaTb, TaK i Te KaT Moro 3Ha Ae Ainocb. AX nnavyTb obuasa. MaH Ynacosmy MukunTa Cis Ha
[LoniBLUi Ta AaBai yronoc:

"B)xe [0Ci i ByTpeHs Biginwna, a MeHe NaHHa XOPYHXiBHa AOXUAaNacb-[0XnAanacb Ta, MOXe, BXe i
ponomy niwna. On neneyko, nenedvko!" A naH MicTpsk, 3HaTb, WOCb CBOE HaAyMaB; SIK CTaB cepep
XaTW, PO3BOAUTb MaNbLAMMU i TiNbKK LLO XOTIB LLOCb CKa3aTh, ax OCb... 6pA3b nnamka! pun asepil..
WwacTb y xaTy ABfoxa 3ybuxa, ix npuaTenbka, KOHOTOMNCHKA BifbMa, WO CaMa TaKy Mapy Ha HUX
HanycTuna i Asepi Big HUX cxoana. OT i 3aroMoHisla Ha HUX:

— Yu BM noaypinm, 4m nokasmnmca? Gkoro racnuaa Bu TyT pobute? YoMy He ngeTe BiHYaTUCL? Ane
3aTOr0 BUNAYTb 3 BYTPEHi, i MoNo4a 3 APY)XXKaMu aBHO XJe, @ BOHU TYT XaHbKW MHYTb.

— Ox, TiTycto! — Hacmny npomoBuB naH 3abpboxa. — TyT 30BcCiM biga.

— CMyLLeHie Benie y4nHucsa, — ckasas Puroposud, cnignob’s npurnsgatoymncs Ha 3ybuxy. — Cis
LBep, 3 HI0 XXe Mpoi3BeLeHi€E COTBOPAETb YBECH POA YONOBIYECbKUIA, BUCTL NornbLias; i ce nakm
obpiTecs, HO Kako? He BiM!

— Po3kaxu T1, naHe MUKUTO, MeHi No-t0ACbKKU, @ NOro HiIXTO He BTopona. Lo TyT 3 BaMu 3a
npueBmaeHie 6yno? — tak nutana Asnoxa, byuimMTo i He 3Hana Hivoro.

— TyT Take 6yno, — ka3aB naH 3abpboxa, — L0 AK Noro i po3kasaTu. XTocb Byno Asepi B Hac BKpaBs!
Bxxe mu ix nananu-nananu, obmauysanun-obmauysanu; npuininocs byno npobi kpuyatn, a TM TyT i
BBiMLLNA.

— Te-Te-Te! 3Hat-3Hato! — Kaxe BigbMa. — bay, cy4a OOoHbKa, Wwo byno Hapobuna? Ta aii
nepecnopto. BoHa e 11 He Take xo4e 3 Tobot 3pobuTy, Ta TN He noTypan. |lan nuwe 3 6osprHoOM
WBMALIe 00 LepkBy Ta i 6epwn cBoto AiBKy. He po3rnapan, 4 BoHa OneHa, 4n He OneHa, a TiflbkKu
6epu Ty, WO CTOITb Ha PYHAYKY, 6iNs KyHW, Ta y pyKax YePBOHY MakKiBKy AePXUTb. [Na4mn X, He
Ay>Xe Bepenyn, i Ha OneHy, xod ii i nobaymw ae, He kBancs: To byae He BOHa, a 3 MaKiBKOI TBOS.
bay, npmbirna 3 Kneea faavHa naHa cyageHka XansaBCbKoro, Lie 3/illa MeHe, Ta He 3 TaK 3Ha, 9K 1.
BoHa nepw B Tebe ABepi BMKpana, a Tenep Ha naHHo4ky OneHy Hacnana mapy, 6yuiMTo BOHa i cnina,
i KpUBA, | YMpSAKYBaTa, i KOPOCTABA, i OyLiMTO BOHa 30BCiM He BOHa. OTXXe, TU He LapaMoHbCH, Lwob
ncsxa He NocMisnaca Hag Hamu. BiH4ancs'cMinuBo; a Ak npuinae Big BiHUSA, TakK A yce 3/1e€
BiABEPHY i il, CTapy CyKy, NpoxeHy. biXiTb xe waunawe. — Ta, CEE KaxKy4un, rnsgHyna Ha Puroposunya
Ta  MOPrHyJia oMy, a TOM KaxXMKHYB MO-ASKIBCbKIM Ta 1 CKa3aB caM cobi: "[oranascb!"

OT Hawi xonui, NoasaKyBaBLUM ABOOCI YCAK 3a CBOE, MepLLUin niwam cobi. Moku Ainwnm oo uepksn,
aX BXe yCi NOBUXOAUAN, TiNIbKK CaMi NONu 30CTanuncs, gewo npmbupatoym, Ta 3 nlogen 4exTo, To



CBiYeYKMN MiHAOYM TOLLO. A NaHa XansBCbKOro 3 MOMOAOK Ta 3 NOI3A0M i fyXy He 30cTanocs. A
Conoxa cToiTb cObi Ha pyHAYKY, Bins KyHU, MaKiBKy y pyKax MHe i xxeHuxa xge. MaH Mukuta Ha Hel
3UpPK! TaK Yy HbOr0 Y XKMBOTI i MOX0/IOHY10. XopoLa Kpana! AnBMBCh, CepaeLllHni, Ha Hel Ta,
3[10XHYBLUM BaXKO, i Kaxke:

— Lo To 3a nposBa CTOITL?

— MHI0, — Kaxxe nucap, — KO Cifl ECTb €AMNHAA i3 ceMnpecaTun awepen Laps Ipoaa, ix xe BiH,
OKasiHHWIA, nopoaun norybu paam poaa XpUCTUAHCLKOr0. EANHA CYTb SINXOpajKa, Apyra IMXOMaHKa,
TpeTa TpAcus, YeTBepTa HanpacHMUUA, N'aTa NoraHka, i NPoYmi IM Xe HiCTb Ynucna, A3 XXe MHI0...

— Ta He MHK-60, NaHe NMUcapto, a Kaxkn Aino. Y ue nepeBepTeHb, YN Ce BOHa CNpaBAi Taka?

— €, rocnoguHe! €rga BO33plo Ha HEl YMHUMU 04MMa, TO 3pto NaHHy ONieHy, XOPYHXIBHY,
NocnnosHy, npe-BeneninHyto AiBULLI0, EFAa e pa3CMOTPIO il FPIXOBHUMM, NAOTCLKUMMN 04MMa, TO
obpiTato ii i3'IaOMOI0 NapLiamMm nayve yCix MeP30CTEN YCbOro ML 3eMIi. A3 XKe MHI0, KO Ci€ ECTb
obaBaHie ABOoOXKN Benemyapoi, pekwe 3ybuxum, exxe ycTpoi NOCMIiSiHHA paan Tpecyrybo-aHaxTeMCbKIU
NPOKAATOI BiAbMU KUIBCHKOI.

— TaK Lo X, naHe nucapto, bpatn?

— Ta 6epiTb, gobpogito. Aule COBICTb He 3a3pnTb, 6epiTb. COTBOPITE COBOKYMNEHIE, @ Mo
COBOKYMJeHIi ycsikol obaBaHie€ iLLe3a€eTb, AKO AUM, i paCTOYAETHLCA, SKO Mpax NepCTHUN.

OT naH YnacoBuy NigTar XuBeIT Ta niginwos ao Conoxu ta h Kaxe:

— Yu He Coi3BONIETE, MAHHOYKO, 30 MHOIO W6 NpunHATU? — A Conoxa i 3aryrHssuna:

— CoizBosisito.

Mepwi nobpaBLUNCE 3@ PyYeHbKY, AK ronyb 3 ronybkoto, i BBINWAN y LLEPKBY Ta A0 CTiNbLS.

He 3abapunnchk i ix 0bkpyTuTK. MaHoTeup i Kaxe: "A nouinyntecs!" MNaH 3abpboxa He oyxe
po3rnagas, 06Tep ycu Ta CBOK rapHy Moso4y LMOK! Ha yClo LepkBy, Ta 3 paZoLLiB i BUKMHYB MOMOBI
aX N'ATb a/iTUH, Ta yCe OeHeXXKaMMu, i MiloB 3 CBOEID MOJI0AO y be3sepxun xyTip. A cTapLinn
605purH, NaH MicTpsAK, KMLWKK pBe 30 CMiXy, Ta bira no ceny, Ta 36upa cBin noi3a, Wob weunalle Ha
nocar Monogux CagoBuTy.

X

CMYTHMI | HEBecenuii CTOAB, NOHYPUBLLW FOI0BY aX< A0 rpyAein, MaH KOHOTOMNCbKUA COTHUK, MrkuTa
Ynacosuy 3abpboxa, y be3sepxoMy xyTopi, 6ins naHCbKMX XaT, AMBASYUCDH, O NaHHA XOPYHXIBHa,
OneHa MocunosHa, cMaANTb Ha nocadi 3 NaHOM cyaaeHkoMm, leM’asHoM OMensHoBMYEM XaNiiBCbKUM, a
6ing Hboro cToiThb... Conoxa! [liBka rapHa,, 4enypHa, oasrHa... 6o wo 6yno Ha Hii o BiHUA
NMO3MYEHO, YM NAaxTa, YU CBUTA, YN HAMUCTO, YN CKUHASYKMW, TO yCe NtoAMN CBOE NO3HIMaAN, a BOHa
30CTanacb rosoMo3sa, 6oca, copoyka Yopua, Aipsea, PO3XPUCTaHa, i TiNbKK WO LWMATKOM CTapoi
NNaxTu 3an’anacbk Ta 1 rodi. OT yce ybpaHHA Ha Hin! OTTak-To oMy yapyxuna dsnoxa 3ybuxa,
KOHOTOMCbKa BilbMa, 3a Ton BeLKeT, Wo BiH i1 Ha piyLi i Hag piYKow Npu BCi rpoMaai 3pobus. A 11
He BiH )Xe TO, KoK Mo npaBAi CKa3aTu; TO NOpPaBChb 3 Heto NaH lMiCTPSK; BiH i MaHa COTHMKa Ha ce
HaBiB; HY, Ta 3HAETE, WO Ha CBITi yce TaK ige: wo nucap 36e3aiNbHUYa, Tak NOMY i HiYOro; a Cyans
34YpY, He 3Hatou4M fina, nignuile, Tak BiH i Y BiiBiTi; HA HBOMY YCe X0 | CKnafeTbCs.



CT05B-CTOSIB NaH Y1aCOBMY AOBrEHbLKO i PO3YMY HE NMPUI0XMUTb, L0 NOMY TENEPEYKN Ha CBITI i
pobuTtn! 3abir 61 Ha Kpal CBITYy, Ta yxe Wby He po3ipee: Ka3as-b60 Npu BiHYaHHI, WO "He NOKUHY Ti
aX [0 cMepTi'. A SK rnsHe y BikHO, — 1oro naHHa OneHa cMauTb Kpan naHa XansBCbKoOro; siK
nocayxa, Wo APY>KEYKN NPUCHIBYIOTb BXE He TakK, K y4opa, 3aMicTb MUKUTKKU Ta BXe [leM'sHKa, a
CNINUIA CKPUMHUK, CUAAYN Y CiHSX, WO € AyXy ckpunuTb OepbeHcbknin mapw, a bicoBa BigbMa,
fispoxa 3ybuxa, 3aMiCTb MaTepi CUANTL Y YHEPBOHMX IOXTOBUX 4YobOTax 3 NiAKOBaMuM y N'sAfb, a Ha
ronioBi Knbasnku, Lo yce-To 34Tb, NaH XansBCbKUI, Ha4apyBaB, Ta We BOHA BU3MPHE 40 HbOro Yy
BIKOHLIE Ta 1 rNy3y€e HaZ HMM: TaK axk 06 nonum 6’eTbca pykamum i 3ybamn knaua.

MaH Puroposuny MaB Byno NOKMHYTKM i CBOE BOSPCTBO | NPUTYANTUCA A0 YYXKOro Becinng, 6o 6ayms,
O TYT i CTpaBa yCsKa Myapa, i ropinky 6araubko, i MOWTY0Tb HaNoAps4 yCix, He po3bupatoyn, XTo
nepwy n'e, a XT0 BXe i n'aTy. MNiTKHyBCb BYN0, TaK NOMY | YapKK MNOHIOXAaTU HE Aanu, i y XaTy xoay
He pganu: "lan, — KaxyTb, — cobi Ha cBoe Becinna". OT BiH NoAyMaB, WO, KaXe, ">XK1UBE NOKNHY, a
MepTBOro nify cbkaTn", NIOHYB IM Yepes Nopir Ta 1 NiLoB A0 CBOro A0i34y.

OT ix apy>xHo 3ibpaB ycix i Kaxe:

— A WO X, NaHe COTHUKY! SKOro nMBa HaBapwaun, Take byaemo n NnuTu. Yoro TyTeyka byaemo
po3rnagatn? Tpeba cBoe Aino cnpasnatu. Moigemo nnweHb y KoHoTon, Tpeba sk noYanum, Tak no
3aKOHY i CKiHYaTK; BXXe N HepaHo.

Moixanu, npuixanu, CAK-Tak fanun Nnopsagok, 4OCTann AeYO0ro y naHa YnacoBmya 3 MaTepusHMY,
npukpuan rpiwHe ConowmnHe TiNo, cTasla Xo4 TPOXM He 3 Tak bpuaka; nocaanam Monoanx 3a CTin,
cTpaBu X byno ycskoi HaBapeHo, byna X i ropinka, 6yna n BapeHa. Taku Hi4oro ckasatu: byno aino 3
NopsLKOM.

Yu cniBanm Apy>Keyku, Y1 He cniBaan, 44 TaHUoBann napybku 3 giB4aTamMu, Y He TaHLUOBaAW, a
MepLLin NOAINNIN KOPOBa Ta 1 MNOJOXKMUIM MOSIOANX CNATW... 3UXHYB HE pa3 TAXKO Ta BaXKKO NaH
YnacoBuy, 3ragytodn, Ha akux 61 To M'sKeCeHbKUX nogylueykax cnas 6u BiH 3 MaHHOK XOPYHXXIBHOLO,
i yce... i Te€... a TYT AOBENOCh JIAraTh Ha CBOIV NMaHUYIBCbKIiN MNEpPUHI, Ta LWe 3 KOPOCTABOK
Conoxoto... Ta Lie Ha Ty 6iay, 36upatoynch Ha NaHHi IoCUNOBHI XXeHNTUCH, Ma3bKy, Takn HaHbMUY-KY
CBOIO, WO oMy ycerpaa nicnsa obig y ronosui cbkana, BiAnyCTUB A0 NaHa nucaps 4o Toro X aina. A
CMAs4Ym Ha nocagi 3 ceoeto Conoxoto, Ak B34piB Ma3bKy, L0 NpUALLSIa Ha BeCiNNS AUBUTUCSA, TaK... aX
O0CKOMa Noro yssna...

Hy, csik-Tak nepeHodyBanu. fka He byna Conoxa, a NPUALLNOCH TiiA, WO 3aMiCTb MaTepi, MO 3aKOHY
XOMYT HafiBaTu, K BOAUTLCSA YaCOM MO BECIINIAM Yy ropofi...

LLle oy>x4e naHa YnacoBuya y34B Xallb, AK MNaH XansaBCbKWA 3 CBOEID MOJI0A0 Npubir Tapanankow y
ropog nokpusaTucs. NMonepeny Be3yTb Ha NPEBMCOYEHHOMY APIOYLI 3anacKy LOBKOBY Ta YepPBOHY-
4YepBOHY, K € CaMa HaCTOosALWA KaJIMHA... | KOHAM 4ybu, i My3uUi i pyKun, i CKpunky, i 4y6, i ycn
4YEepPBOHUMW JIEeHTaMK Nonepes’A3yBanau; i NOKpPUBaIM MONOANX Y LIepKBi. A B naHa MuknTn Ynacosunya
3abpboxu, X04 i € CTbOXKA, € N XyCTKa, Ta 6a! He BuBe3no. MNosis Conoxy NOKpUBaTK APYXKKO... Ha
CMITTA, N0 3aKOHY. JInxo HawoMy naHosi 3abpboci Ta n rogi!!!

3ibpanuca noaun, NnaroAsTbCa Kaslay Po34inaT, 3MOBAAIOTLCSA, YUM NaHa 3abpboxy AapyBaTw:
"CAKMN-TAaKUN, @ BiH € COTHUK Ha[, COTHEI0, CTapLlUMHa, XXMeHel Npsamnsa He BifbyaeLl; a Kou He
TakK, TO BiH Taku CBO€E KOMN-Hebyab BiaaaunTb". OT pagaTbca npomex cebe: Ton xo4e bapaHus, Tow
nopocs, TON TeNywky AaTu, i BXe naH MicTpsak, 3BM4anHo, AK nucap, y3ssLKM BYrosib Y pyKKu, xo4e
3anMCyBaTU Ha CTiHi, XTO LLO NOAAPYE; a APYXKKO 30MPAETHCA BUKPUKATN TaKUMU FOI0CaMK, AKY XTO
CKOTUHY Nodapye... aX 0Cb i BOIr Ko3ak i3 YepHirosa i 3apa3 nogas NMCbLMO A0 NaHa COTHUKA Bif
CaMiCiHbKOro naHa NoJIKOBHMKa YePHIroBCLKOrO.



HanyBscb Haw naH 3abpboxa, MOB iHOMK, i CTaB WKKaTK, Wwob yci 3amopyany, i kaxe: "UnutbTe
NuweHb, MoBYITh! MaHe nucapto! a NpoynTan-ke cer nenopT. bay, MeHi HiKkonu; g Tenepeykn Ha
nocagi cvxy, a1 monoaun. A ynutan, yntan! Y Hema SKoi HOBMHM abo KO MUIOCTI? Ta FONOCHILL
yntan!"

MokKn naH MicTpsAK YMTaB NO CKNagam Ta 30MUHABCA Hag CIOBOTUTAA, TaK LLE HIYOro; K Xe CcTaB no
BEPXaM YnTaTu, Tak Hy! — @iTb! iTk!.. Ta 1 TinbkK. Tam byno Take NucaHo, Wo NaHa 3abpboxy,
Takun Haworo MuknTy Ynacosuya, 3a41MM He NOCJyXaB NaHa NOJIKOBHMKA YePHIrOBCbKOro Ta He
NPUALLIOB 3 XBabpoto KOHOTOMNCLKOK COTHEK y YepHiros, sk nomy 6yno nucaHo, a 3aMiCTb TOro
3anoJiickyBaB Y CTaBKY, KOHOTOMNCbKUX MOJIOAMLb Ta CTapux 6ab, MOB NnaTTa, Ta 3 NiIBAECATKA iX Ha
CMepTb YTOMWB; @ Aafli, K BULLYKaB NPOMeX HUX BiAbMy, Ta i1 i Nigaascs, i YopTaui oywy
3aKpinoCcTuB, Ta i NiTaB y BUPIiA, MOB TON NTax 3aMOPCbKWIA, WO YCi ntoan 6a4ynnu, i ANBYBaIUC, i
NONAKaANCh, @ AeAKMM ManuM LiTAM i Mepenonox BUAMBaAu, Tak-To 4obpe KyMaHAyBaB naH COTHUK
Hal CBOEK COTHEID; TaK 3a Te NOro 3 COTHUYECTBa i 3MIHUTMW...

Sk ce NoYyB Hapof, TakK i BXXaxXHY/IUCb, | CTOATb, POTU MOPO335BJIIOBABLUM, @ HaL CepAeLlHNN
3abpboxa CMANTb, MOB rapsynM bopLuem NOXAMHYBCA... | Ka3aTu 6 To, i y ropni 3actpsano, i nobnig, i
MOCWHIB, | 30NMUHUBCSA, | CNbO3U NYCTUB. A PUropoBmy nomy i kaxke: "OT Tak »e, NaHe COoT... Yn TO nak
BXe, naHe MukuTo! Tak To6i i Tpeba. Tu Bxe byno ayxe po3ibpascs, i BXe 1 nncapsa He CNyxas, |
MaB yMHiwwni noro 6yTu, Ta, 6ay, y BUpiN niTas, Ta COTHNYECTBO i NpoJiiTas. Ce X Lie Ha nepwomy
JMCTKY TaK HamnmcaHo, a 0Cb NepeBepHeMO Ha APYrun, Wo TO TaM NpoYnTaeMo. Moxe, 1 Hall Bepx
Oyne. LUnTbTe X yci, CayxanTe; KOro Ha4yuTato Haf BaMu COTHUKOM, Tak 3apa3 NnokJaHANTeCb oMY i
Ha paneub 3 FOCTUHLUAMM igiTe".

Ta n — nepeBepHyB nanip, ycu po3riagmns, 03UPHYB YCiX, Wob ANBMANCA Ha HbOTO, | KAXWKHYB TPUYi
NO-LWKONAPCbKK, | CTaB YMTATU... AK Ke Ha4MTaB, WO KOHOTONCbKUM COTHUKOM HaCTaHOBW/IN He
noro, sk BiH 6a)kaB i LLMPO HaAifBCA, | 3 TUM | 3abpbOXy CKPYTUB 3 COTHUYECTBA, @ 3 APYrol COTHI
y3aam cypaneHka, Jem’'sia OMmensHoBu4a naHa XansBCcbKoro, Ta v MMCbMO YNyCTUB, i FOJIOBY MOXWIINB,
i IOBro AymaB, AymaB, Aani NiAHsAB ronoBy Ta 1 Kaxe cobi: — "Oapma! nigi6’tocb nig HoBOro Ta i
6yny Haa HUM opyayBaTu. Heposro byae naHysaTu. Moo i CbOro y AypHi, NOro i 3aMiHATb, Torai
BXe, NeBHo, A byay. OcTaBancs X, NaHe COT... Yu TO nak, naHe MukuTo, 3 cBoe Conoxoto, a g nigy
[0 HOBOI0 NaHa CoTHUKa, em’'aHa OMensaHoBMYa, | TON NoJapyHOK, Wwo naroams Tobi Ha Becinng,
NnoHecy NoMy Ha paneub. A XTO, XJ10MLi, 3a MHoK?"

Al al al al — 3apeBna rpomMazia i NOTArAN 3 XaTW, HE3BaXKatouK, LLO N YapKKU NOHaNUBaHI i Kanay
LPY>XKO NOKpasB. | WO To cka3aTu: yCi, i APYXKKO, i nigapyxun, i 6osapu, i yci po3inwnmnce; 30CTaBCb
cam Mukunta 3 Conoxoto; Hikomy byno 1 cTpasu iCTW, WO Ha 06ig NnoHaBaptoBau.

OtTake-To byno Becinnsg y Mukntun Ynacosnya 3abpboxu, o 6yB KOAUCh Y CIaBHOMY COTEHHOMY
MiCTeYKOBi MAaHOM COTHUKOM!

Xiv

CMYTHUWI | HEBeCeNWIA YBINLLOB Ha APYrun AeHb Y xaTy Ao Mukntn Ynacosnya 3abpboxu naH
KOHOTONCbKMI Nucap, Mpokin Puroposuy LicTpsk. Ta, BBilLeALWW, TaK i MOTOYMBCS Ha NaBy, CXUJIMBCb
Ha CTin Ta i 3aroJiocus...

— He 3apaBan xanto, Puroposuy! — kaxkce nomy Ynacosmy. — TyT i TaK HYOHO Ha CBIT ANBLUTUCh.
Yoro-60 Tu BueEL, HeHave cobaka? Xiba 4m He Hamana i Ha TBO [a3bky KOpoCTa, fK Ha Mot Conoxy?

— bopan yci Ha ¢BiTi i Conoxu, i Ma3bkuy, i ABAOXM, YCi, YCi NOKOPOCTABINN, TO MeHi 1 bangyxe. lope,



YnacoBu4y! rope nocTuxe mMoto yTpoby Ao pasapakeHis!

— A MeHi Wo 3a HyXJa? — Ka3aB MunknTa, 3rafaBLlin, K Bi4iNWOB Big HbOro MiCTPsAK, NOYyBLUN, LLO
MOro 3MiHUAW, | He aB NOMY HiSIKOI MOPalOHbKK, Ta LLe N Y Bi4i HaCMiABCH.

— He Bo3noM’ssHM Moix nepBux 6e33akoHin, apy>xe! HMHi i a3 rpilHUiA y NpoCcTopi COAEePXYCS.

— fK Tak? — cnuTas Ynacosuy; a MicTpsK N0-CBOEMY, NO-NMUCbMEHHULbKY, | pO3Ka3as, AK BiH
NPUIALLOB A0 HOBOIro COTHMKA npexsabpoi KOHOTOMNCbKOI COTHI, leM’asHa OMensHoBMYa NaHa
XanaBCbKOro, i K TON, Ka)ke, "BO33piB Ha HbOI0 FrOPAAM OKOM i HEYUCTUM CepLIEM, aKL Ha Nca
cMepasawa”, i 38eniB MOMy NMCaTW 40 BEIbMOXHOM0 NMaHa MoJIKOBHMKa nenopT 06 TakiM i 06 Takim
[ini. Puroposmny 3axoTiB nomyapyBaTH i, o6 3 NepLloi Nopu 3aHy34aTh NaHa COTHUKA NO-CBOEMY,
wob He gyxe bpulKaB NPOTY NMUCaps, Hanmncas No-CBOEMY. MaH COTHMK pO34yxas, Lo He Tak, 6o i
cam byB NUCbMEHHUNI, Kaxxe nucapesi: "He Tak!", a nucap nomy yB o0ABiT:

"Tak! 5 BXe 3Halo, Wo No-MoeMy nyyye byae!" MaH COTHUK KPUKHYB: "Muwmn no-moemy!" a nucap
Kaxxe:

"f1 Ha Te Nucap, 9 3Hato, K i Wwo Tpeba!" 9K e NaH COTHUK PO3NIOTYETLCA, SK KPUKHE:. "Tak T BXe
He nNncap, CAKUN-Takuin cmHy!" — i noYaB KopeHnTn | baTbKa, | MaTip, noneped 3abpboLlnHKX, a Aani
n MicTpsAKOBKMX, | BBECb pof iX, a Aani camoro licTpska nass-nass Ha BCi 60KK, Ta B NOTUNLIO
BMIHaB MOro 3 XaTw, i 3MiHUB NOro 3 NMCAapPCTBa, @ HaMICTb LLOr0 HACTAHOBMB NiANUCHOro, XJ0MLUS,
61a3H4, "ero xe, — Tak 3akiH4mB [MicTpAK, — He eANHOXAM 3a Bo3Js106ia YyxpaB i No Na4BiAM
nopyraHie YnHmnx".

— CKa)Xu MeHi Ha MUNocTb, Puroposmy, — nutae MuknTa YnacoBuy, — XTO C€ HaM TaKy NakoCTb
YKpYTUB?

— One meHi! — 3aMxHyBLWN, Ka3aB licTpsak. — Bpar poaa Yonosivecbkoro, ABaoxa 3ybuxa,
BE/IMKOIMEHUTAA BigbMa npecnasHoi cnoboan KoHoTona. Cna-To yBo3mesauna, LWo M NONETIB €C,
aKu NTUUA nepHaTas; BoHa 0bysana i NaHHY XOPYHXXIBHY, HUHI NaH0 XansaBCbKy; Ta Wwe — ox! — i
COTHWYKY, BOEXE b1 iMiTU HENPETKHOBEHHOE HaMipeHie coiTucs 3 Tobot y bpak; BoHa i 0 yOUTKy
Tebe npenposefe; BOHa i FNyMJIEHI€ Ha[, HaMW BYMHWA, MOXUTUBLLUM B HAC ABepi; BOHa npespaTu
rHycoobpa3Hyto TBO naHy Conoxy — Hexan 3aopoBa byae! — 3amicTb ninoobpa3Hoi naHHM ONeHn |
oApyxun Tebe 3 Heto; BOHa, BOHa BCbOMY 37y CyTh | BUHA, | NPUYKMHA, | NpeaMeT. A BCe Ci€ y4MHN yB
OTMLLIEHI€ 3@ NOpyraHie Hag nAaBiaMu €. BoTwe Mu i, Apy>Ke, 3aMiCTb NPOYYXaHKN, HE COXXIOXOM,
KO A3UYHULIO, XBapUCENKY, CaflyKEeNKyY i MUTapKy, y neLli Xxangencbkon!

— Tak noganmo Ha Hei nenopT! — Ka3aB 3abpboxa. — Hexaln BOHa Ham 3annaTuTb 3a 6e34ecTs, Wwo
HaC NO3MiHAAN Ta wWe MeHe Ha Conoci o)XeHnnu. Hexan ii nocaasaTb y Konoay...

— OBBa! — 34MxHYB PUropoBuy i Kaxke: — He iMaTb HMHI BNacTi HaA Heto HiXTo. MNaHi COTHUYKa
yYuHUNa 11 Nap4yese BO3riaBi€, CMPiY OYIMOK, | HOBY HaMITKY, i MAaxTy; @ NaH COTHUK XansaBCbKUN
npuctasu go i paba i nage KoHN, | MecHUKa, i ginatens, wob i aposa pybas, i BOAY BO3KB, i KOTa
roayBas. | faHa il BNaCcTb Ha YCbOMY NULi 3€MHOMY i YaknlyBaTy, i 06aaTh, i FiyMUTUCS LiNOE BpeM's
i noNBpeMeEHi.

— Tak, 3Ha€wWw, wWwo 3pobumo? 3aknunyem ii, MoB obpi, 4o cebe B rocTi. Mepw, NOYacTyeEM, a gani
HaOa€EM TyCaHiB, i WOoKW in nonib’em i 3ybn ocTaHHi NoBNOMBAEM.

— MnoHb, Apyxe, Ha cito ABaoxy! A naye ycboro noBenun, rocnognHe, YHeCTU HOCaTKy 4oro-Hebyb.
Ocb Bununmo xypbu paaun, To nyyye byae naHe i obave.



— Ta 1 BUNUAMO X!

OT YnacoBuy i rykHyB Ha Conoxy, a BOHa IM yTouuna i yHecna, Yyoro Tpeba byno. Ctanu KpyxxaTu.
MoBW-LioXKYBaBLUM FApPHEHbKO CKiflbKM TaM HOCATOK, 3 Xypbu nease posinwamcb no xatam. | nicns
TOro WO AeHb, TO I CXOAUINCS XYPUTUCSH, Ta 3HaW Kysmkanaum, 60 Hivoro iM 6yno Binbw pobuTtu...
MwuHynocsa naHcTeo!

3AKIHYEHIE

A ctoto nNoBiCTb, abo Ka3ky, Ta po3kKa3yBaB MeHi NOKiNHMI MNaHac Mectopa — KON 3HAETe; | BOHa
Lyxe fosra. TaM € Take, WO 1 naH XanasCcbkui, [lem’'siH Takun OMensaHOBNY, OT LLLO HAaCTaHOBWIMN
COTHUKOM Y CJIaBHOMY COTEHHOMY MiCcTe4KoBi KOHOTONI HamicTb MuknTu Ynacosuya naHa 3abpboxu,
Ay>Xe WBMAKO nepen HavyanbCTBOM LOCh NPOLBUHAPWUB, | MOr0 3 COTEHCTBA 3MiHUAW. A NOr0 XiHKa,
ce6T0 OneHa MocnnosHa, Lo 6yna naHHa XOpPYHXiBHa i nonepeny xuna y bessepxoMy xyTopi, LLO Ha
Cyxin banui, Tak WOCb TaM... SKOCb-TO... rM! Nnpobpoina... He 3Halo, WO i AK... TiINbKN MYXUK 1 i
o4inok 36uB, yci natnm noobpmueas, i 04i nonigbueas, a Aani nigpizaHy BoAUB N0 ycboMy KoHOTOMY No
BYJIMLAIM, @ NMuncapto, Wo HamicTb MNpokona Puroposuya MMicTpska cTas, MON0ANIA NapeHb, coboto
YOPHSABUI Ta KpacuBUiA, Ta y35B Ta NiBroaoBu NoMy ynonos>x 066pue, Ta n nporHas Big cebe.

YciMm e M ce cTanocs ocb 3a Wwo. MaHy 3abpboci — wob He 3naBaBCh Ha nucaps, a pobus cam, gK BiH
€ HaYasIbHUK, Ta Wob pobus no nNpasai, Wwob cnyxas, WO NPMKa3aHo Bif Ha4Ya/IbCTBa, @ TO NOMY
Ha4ya/IbCTBO NPEeANNCYE Y MOXO0A iTh, MOXXe, BOPOHNTU HAapPOA Bif HENPUATENS, a BiH y35BCb
3anoniCKyBaTW XiHOK, 6a4, TONUTK BiAbOM, W06 BEpHY AN oL Ha 3eMto; ByuimMTO BiAbMU MOXYTb
NpoTK HebeCHOI CMAKM AKY KanoCTb Ha CBIiTi 3pobunn? Yce nge no 60>xomy noseniHito. Ta wob He
Tonme Hapoay; 60, nokn Ao BigbMn fobpaBcd, CKinbkn Ayw 3rybus nosaHanpacHo? LLLob He yaaBaBcs
B YaKJyBaHHS, MOKUHYBLN Bora MmunocepaHoro, 60 YopTaka 3apa3 Yepes CBOK HaHbMUYKY, 3ybuxy,
nonopascs Hag HUM gobpe, Wo i y BMpil NONETIB, MOB rycak, 1togsm Ha CMix!

MicTpsky Puroposuyy — w06 He 064yptoBaB CBOr0 HavasibHUKA, HE MOLIMBAB MOro B AypPHi, a wob
pobuB i KazaB nepen HUM ycio NpaBay. LLo6, po3cepamBlunce Ha ntogen, He pobus im 6igu, SK TyT 3
XKIHKaMW: Ha KOro CepamnBCs, a CKiJIbK1 Ayl 3aHanacTuBe, y BOA4i NOTONMB, | CMPIT 30CTaBmnB? A WO
Hamnywe, Wwob He NMB TakK LyNKo ropinku.

| naHy XansBCbKOMY 3 Or0 XKiHKOIO HE MUHYI0CS; HE MOXWUAN Yy nagy. 3a41UM 3apa3 KUHYIMCS 4o
BiAbMW? 3a4MM Yepe3 YaKyBaHHSA — Ta BOPOXKiHHS, MOKUHYBLUW 3aKOH CBATUIA, cobi nobpanunca? Ere!
X0y i npuHanm wnob, Ta Ak He Yepe3 BoXXy BOJIO, @ Yepe3 ABAOXY Ta Yepes il pen’saxm Ta KiCTOYKM
cyweHol xabu, Tak BOHO yCe i Mano npaxom.

A wo 3ybuci poctanocs, To Hexan 6or 6opoHUTL! MNoKK NaH XanaBCbKM ByB KOHOTONCHKUM
COTHMKOM, Tak noxuna y poskowi. bys i1 i 6aTpak, byna n HaHbMKYKa, Bif, COTHUKA NAHLLMHO
NpucTaBfieHa, i Ha paneub X0A4WM 40 Hel 04N 3apa3 Mica COTHUYKK, | HIXTO He CMIB 1T He TiJibKK
BiabMOI0 abo YMM B3MBaTKW, Ta WeE N Benmyanu ii no MeHH: CemeHoBHa, abo naHi 3ybuxa. OT no 4Yoro
6yno npunwno! 9k e naHa XanaBCbKOro "MiHUAN, TaK i Ha Hel yBeCb MUP MJIOHYB. Ta BOHa Taku
LWBMAKO 3a4axJ/ia, 3a4aBnifa i ckopo ayba nana. Ta we He 3apa3 i BMepna. Lo Bxe cTpaxgana!
YMupa i He BMUpa; i pykamu, i Horamm He BUra; a CTOMHe Ha BCIO XaTy, — TakK LU0 i Ha BYINLIO Yy TH
Oyno. A TyT e KiT 1l pO3X0AMBCA Ta HABYUTb 3@ HEK CKiNbKKN € Ayxy... OT TaM-TO He cTpaLHo byno!..
Hani 3ipBanu cTento... TyT Ae B3SBCS BOPOH, Ta YOPHUN-HYOPHWIA; YNETAYM Yy XaTy, HAANeTiB Hafl Hel,
KpWiaMmn MaxHyB... TYT il i aMiHb... TiNbKK 3ybu BUCKanuna'.. a KiT Tak i NOMNHYB,, K Ny3Up; a BOPOH,
XTO MOro 3Ha, e i giscb!.. Hikyan 1i no-ntoaCbKn X0BaTW; BUBOJIOKJIN 3@ CE0, 3apUIN HALb Y MY,
NprubuIN OCMKOBUM KiSIKOM Ta 3BepXxy i 3anniwnnu, wob we He ckoymna. Cobaui cobaya cmepTb!



OT BaM i KOHOTOMCbKA BigbMa!

MocTinHa agpeca: http://ukrlit.org/kvitka osnovianenko hryhorii_fedorovych/konotopska vidma
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